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Laguna tech-voc institutes back TESDA 
initiatives under Marcos administration

  CALAMBA CITY, 

Laguna (PIA) — 

Technical-vocational 

institutes and technol-

ogy institutions in La-

guna rea൶rmed their 
support for the pro-

grams of the Technical 
Education and Skills 

Development Author-
ity (TESDA) aimed at 
improving technical 
and vocational educa-

tion and training in the 

country and providing 

alternative employ-

ment and livelihood 
opportunities to many 
Filipinos.

  During the World 

Café of Opportunities 

held at the Jose Rizal 

Coliseum in Calam-

ba City, Laguna, on 

August 18, a group 

comprising 176 tech-

nical-vocational in-

stitutions (TVIs) and 

TESDA technology in-

stitutions (TTIs) in the 

province attended the 

program together with 
private companies, 

government agencies, 
and other organiza-

tions to strengthen 

their convergence ini-

tiatives in boosting 

Technical and Voca-

tional Education and 

Training (TVET) and 

expanding employ-

ment opportunities.

  Association of La-

guna Technical Insti-

tutions (ALTIS) Pres-

ident Lored Amansec 
said the group supports 

TESDA’s e൵orts to en-

hance workers’ skills, 
including the P19-bil-

lion budget allotted 

by the administration 
of President Ferdi-

nand R. Marcos Jr. 

for the agency, which 
is expected to expand 

scholarship opportuni-

ties.

  “Nagpapasalamat 
kami doon kung ma-

tutupad talaga ang mas 
malaking budget. Kasi 
mas marami kaming 
matutulungan lalo na 

  CALAMBA CITY, 

Laguna (PIA) — An-

ticipating the uptick of 

inÀuenza-like illness-

es and waterborne dis-

eases, the Department 
of Health (DOH) is 

mobilizing its public 
hospitals and other 

health facilities as ty-

phoon Saudel is ex-

pected to enter the 

Philippines.

  John Gumabao of 
DOH Center for Health 

and Development in 
C A L A B A R Z O N , 

during the pre-disaster 

risk assessment meet-
ing of the CALABAR-

ZON Regional Disas-

ter Risk Reduction and 

Management Council 
(RDRRMC) last Au-

gust 24, noted that all 

the public hospitals 

and health facilities 

are still in code white. 
As part of its protocol, 

hospital sta൵, medical 
teams, and operations 
centers are placed on 

24/7 standby to ensure 
rapid response. 

  Since August 8, all 

uptick in veggie prices
may be tamed in 30 days

SLIGHT UPTICK. Fresh vegetables are displayed at a stall in Tondo, 
Manila on Aug. 3, 2026. The Department of Agriculture on Tuesday 
(Aug. 25) said the slight uptick in vegetable prices may be tamed in a 
month’s time. (PNA photo by Yancy Lim)

  MANILA – The De-

partment of Agricul-
ture (DA) on Tuesday 

said the slight uptick in 

vegetable prices may 
be tamed in a month’s 
time.
  The price adjust-

ment is seen following 
heavy rains and Àood-

ing due to the e൵ects 
of inclement weather 
on local production.

  In a phone interview, 
DA spokesperson As-

sistant Secretary Arnel 

de Mesa said the re-

covery will depend on 
the replanting speed in 

a൵ected areas.
  “Siguro mga (Perhaps 
around) three weeks to 
one month iyan, mag-
start tayo na makikita 
ng (we can start see-

ing) recovery,” he told 

the Philippine News 
Agency, citing time-

lines for both produc-

tion and market retail 
prices.

  About a 10 percent 

to 15 percent uptick in 

prices of ingredients 

of the vegetable dish 

“pinakbet” as well as 
some lowland and up-

land vegetables have 

been monitored in lo-

cal markets, according 
to the DA.

  “May mga paggalaw 
na, halimbawa, ‘yung 
sa talong tumataas 
ng PHP20 hanggang 

PHP50 kada kilo. Ga-

nun din ‘yung ibang 

DENR backs WTE; pushes 
for tech proven safe for 

environment, health
  MANILA – The 

Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) is 

open to waste-to-en-

ergy (WTE) technol-

ogy to address the 

country’s growing 
waste volume but said 
no machinery should 
move forward unless 
it is tested safe for the 

environment and pub-

lic health.

  In a Radyo Pilipinas 

interview on Tues-

day, DENR Assistant 

Secretary for Legal 

A൵airs, Enforcement, 

Human Resources and 
Field Operations-Lu-

zon Norlito Eneran 

said the agency agrees 

with President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos Jr.’s 

assessment that the 
Philippines is facing a 

waste crisis.
  “Kami naman dito 
sa DENR dahil wala 
pa nga tayong ba-

tas patungkol sa 

waste-to-energy, kaya 
open tayo dun sa mga 
teknolohiya na sa 

tingin natin magpa-

pabawas dun sa vol-
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ang mga grassroots na 
walang kakayanang 
mag-aral. Kahit na sabi-
hin nating libre lahat 
ang pag-aaral, minsan 
kasi kung konti naman 
ang available slots for 
scholarships ay konti 
ang makaka-avail, hin-
di lahat mabibigyan ng 
pagkakataon,”
  Amansec also ex-

pressed support for an 
‘enrollment-to-employ-
ment’ approach to better 
align TESDA graduates 
and National Certi¿cate 
holders with the needs 
of private companies, 
especially in CALA-
BARZON, where many 
economic hubs are lo-
cated.
  “Pero dahil nga lalaki 

ang pondo, nagpapas-
alamat kaming lahat at 
dadami talaga ang mas 
makakakuha ng sinasabi 
naming proper training 
and skills. Dahil doon, 
mas maraming opportu-
nities ang mapupunta sa 
mas marami nating ka-
babayan,”
  The group added that 
it supports TESDA’s 
industry-driven TVET 
curricula and its regular 
consultations with pri-
vate industries and cor-
porations to unlock em-
ployment opportunities 
as early as the training 
or apprenticeship stage 
and lessen the need for 
skilled workers to seek 
employment abroad.
  “Na-¿-¿ll ‘yung gap 
at hindi kaagad pumu-
punta sa abroad kasi 
kung nabibigay naman 
dito sa Pilipinas at na-
kukuha naman sila ng 
industries, so bakit pa 
sila aalis. Kaya talagang 
proper training at skills 
ang tinututukan naming 
mabuti. Sabi nga namin, 
knowledge, skills, and 
right attitude.”
  TESDA CALABAR-

ZON Regional Director 
Engr. Jovencio Ferrer Jr. 
expressed optimism that 
TVET, through partner-
ships and coordination 
with TVIs and TTIs and 
by being responsive to 
industry trends, will 
open more livelihood 
and economic opportu-
nities for TESDA grad-
uates.
  “Once na maipakita na-
tin ang kagandahan na 
nandito sila with their 
families, with their jobs 
with them, kikita sila ng 
sapat para sa kanilang 
pamilya. Maaring hindi 
biglaan, pero darating 
ang panahon na ma-ap-
preciate nila na more 
companies are available 
in our country, more job 
opportunities,” Ferrer 
added.
  The agency urges tech-
nical institutes and ed-
ucational institutions to 
continue serving learn-
ers and further strength-
en their e൵orts to pro-
vide programs that will 
be truly bene¿cial to the 
people. (CH/PIA-Lagu-
na)

hospitals and govern-
ment health facilities in 
the region were placed 
under white alert fol-
lowing widespread ty-
phoons and Àooding. It 
has also activated a lep-
tospirosis case tracker 
to determine logistics 
support especially in 
Àood-prone communi-
ties. 
  As of reporting time, 
the DOH CALABAR-
ZON said they are still 
¿nalizing the number 
of leptospirosis cases 
that have been reported 
during the onslaught of 
tropical cyclones Luis, 
Maymay, and Neneng. 
  The DOH has also 

launched a massive in-
formation, education, 
and communication 
campaign especially in 
preventing leptospiro-
sis. 
  To recall, the enhanced 
e൵ects of the Southwest 
Monsoon (Habagat) 
and tropical cyclones 
Luis, Maymay, and 
Neneng brought heavy 
rainfall in most parts 
of the CALABARZON 
region. The continuous 
rains brought Àooding 
in 171 barangays, 141 
of which have noted 
that Àoods have already 
subsided, according to 
authorities. (PB-PIA 
CALABARZON)

gulay, for both lowland 
and upland ito (There’s 
a price movement al-
ready, for example, 
eggplant’s price rose by 
PHP20 to PHP50 per 
kilogram. That’s simi-
lar for other vegetables, 
both lowland and up-
land),” De Mesa said.
  Of the a൵ected ar-
eas, Central Luzon and 
Calabarzon were the 
most a൵ected regions 
for losses in high-value 
crops, with more than 
PHP409 million worth 
of combined damage in 
high-value crops.
  Central Luzon incurred 
the highest losses, 
amounting to PHP237 
million, with Pampan-
ga being the hardest-hit 
with losses valued at 
PHP128 million.
  Other areas with sig-

ni¿cant losses in the 
region are Bulacan at 
PHP45 million; Nueva 
Ecija, PHP37 million; 
and Bataan, PHP19 
million
  For Calabarzon, the 
amount of high-val-
ue crop losses is at 
PHP172 million, with 
Batangas logging the 
highest volume loss 
valued at PHP71.6 mil-
lion.
  Cavite followed with 
PHP44.5 million worth 
of losses; Rizal, PHP30 
million; and Laguna, 
PHP25 million.
  De Mesa said oth-
er less damaged areas 
may serve as alternative 
sources for high-value 
crops while recovery 
is underway in a൵ected 
provinces. (PNA)

ume ng basura (Since 
we do not yet have a law 
regarding waste-to-ener-
gy, we at the DENR are 
open to technologies that 
we believe will reduce 
the volume of waste),” 
Eneran said.
  “But of course we’re 
very careful especially 
dun sa e൵ect or impact 
nito sa ating environment 
kaya we are assuring the 
public na i-evaluate na-
tin at masusi nating pag-
aaralan itong mga tech-
nologies na ito and make 
sure that walang adverse 
impact sa environment 
at sa kalusugan ng tao 
(But of course, we’re 
very careful especially 
regarding its e൵ect or 
impact on our environ-
ment, so we are assuring 
the public that we will 
evaluate and thoroughly 
study these technologies 
and make sure that there 
is no adverse impact on 
the environment and hu-
man health),” he added.
Waste management
  Eneran said the imme-
diate challenge now is 
the volume of garbage 
entering waterways and 
eventually reaching 
land¿lls.
  He said the DENR has 
installed 196 trash traps 
across Metro Manila to 

catch Àoating waste and 
help identify its possible 
source.
  The agency has also 
deployed 1,387 estero 
rangers in 364 priority 
waterways across 448 
barangays in Metro Ma-
nila.
  He said estero rangers 
patrol their assigned ar-
eas and collect garbage 
as part of the DENR’s 
continuing cleanup oper-
ations.
  Eneran said the DENR 
also agrees with the 
President that the waste 
collection and disposal 
system should be ¿xed 
¿rst.
  “Kasi kung maayos ang 
sistema natin, matutu-
lungan ang ating mga 
kababayan na maitapon 
nang maayos ang kanil-
ang mga basura (Be-
cause if our system is in 
order, we can help our 
fellow citizens dispose 
of their waste proper-
ly),” he said.
  Currently, he said the 
waste management hi-
erarchy is still being 
followed, particularly 
reduction, segregation, 
recycling and compost-
ing, recovery and dis-
posal.
Waste-to-energy
  Waste-to-energy tech-

nologies are commonly 
classi¿ed as burn (ther-
mal combustion) or non-
burn (non-combustion) 
methods.
  Eneran said several 
proponents have already 
approached the DENR to 
ask about requirements 
for WTE projects, par-
ticularly those involving 
burning waste.
  He clari¿ed, however, 
that no burn-type WTE 
process has been ap-
proved in the country so 
far.
  “Yung burn, ito yung 
pino-propose ngayon 
pero wala pa tayong 
naaaprubahan (What is 
being proposed now is 
the burn, but we haven’t 
approved anything yet),” 
he said.
  “As of now, wala pa 
tayong na-approve na 
waste-to-energy sa Pili-
pinas pagdating sa burn 
waste-to-energy na pro-
cess. Pero may ibang 
klase ng waste-to-ener-
gy, yung non-burn, using 
plasma and microwave 
para sa pag-convert ng 

basura into energy. So 
wala pa rin tayong ga-
non (we have not yet ap-
proved any waste-to-en-
ergy in the Philippines 
when it comes to the burn 
waste-to-energy process. 
But there is another type 
of waste-to-energy, the 
non-burn, using plasma 
and microwave to con-
vert waste into energy. 
But we still don’t have 
that),” he added.
  Eneran said the DENR’s 
assessment will focus on 
whether the technology 
can reduce waste with-
out creating new envi-
ronmental and health 
problems.
  He stressed that even as 
the government explores 
WTE, the DENR wants 
households to focus ¿rst 
on producing less waste 
and properly separating 
what they throw away.
  He also called for great-
er participation from 
businesses and house-
holds, stressing that gov-
ernment cleanup e൵orts 
alone will not solve the 
problem. (PNA)
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PGC Empowers Resettlement Community Leaders Through Capa-
bility-Building Program
  Recently, the Provincial Government of Cavite (PGC), through the Pro-

vincial Housing Development and Management O൶ce (PHDMO), suc-

cessfully conducted the day 2 of the “Lead and Inspire: Capability Build-

ing for the Leaders of the Provincial Government Resettlement Project” at 
the New Provincial Government Center, Trece Martires City.
  Resource speaker Ms. Sheryll Loyola, Development Management O൶cer 
IV of the O൶ce of the Provincial Cooperatives Development O൶cer (OP-

CDO), discussed leadership, community management, and the roles and 
responsibilities of HOA o൶cers and block leaders. She also highlighted 
e൵ective leadership qualities, communication, accountability, teamwork, 
and decision-making in addressing community concerns.
  Provincial Administrator Engr. Gilbert V. Gandia expressed his support 
and appreciation to the participants for their active participation and com-

mitment to strengthening their leadership capabilities.
  On behalf of PHDMO Department Head Ms. Karen Camanag-Tupas, 
Ms. Jerela Bielle A. Austria, Housing and Homesite Regulation O൶cer I, 
expressed her gratitude to the participants for their cooperation, e൵ort, and 
time in attending the seminar. She emphasized that their active participa-

tion and commitment contribute to strengthening leadership and fostering 
better-managed and more responsive resettlement communities.
  The session concluded with an interactive question-and-answer portion, 
allowing participants to share experiences, raise concerns, and exchange 
practical insights on addressing leadership challenges in their communi-
ties.--- OPIO

PGC’s medical mission serves 583 residents in Brgy. Osorio
  On August 24, a medical mission was successfully conducted by the 
Provincial Government of Cavite in Brgy. Osorio, Trece Martires City, 
serving a total of 583 patients.
  Residents received medical consultations, FBS testing, and ECG services 
through the dedicated e൵orts of GEAMH and AMIGA District Hospital 
healthcare professionals, with assistance from Barangay Health Workers 
(BHWs). Free medicines were also dispensed by the O൶ce of the Provin-

cial Governor’s Medical Mission Team.

  The activity was also supported by Board Member Aldrin Anacan, high-

lighting the provincial government’s continued commitment to making 
essential healthcare services accessible to residents.--- OPIO

PGC Employees Month celebration kicks o൵ with general assembly, ISO 
Certi¿cation awarding, and new branding launch
  The Provincial Government of Cavite (PGC) o൶cially kicked o൵ its celebra-
tion of Provincial Employees Month, bringing together provincial government 
employees in a series of activities aimed at recognizing their valuable contribu-
tions, promoting employee well-being, and strengthening camaraderie in public 
service.
  The highlight of the opening celebration was the PGC Employees General As-
sembly, which served as a venue for employees to come together, reÀect on their 
shared commitment to public service, and celebrate important milestones of the 
provincial government.
  One of the major highlights of the program was the launching of the new PGC 
branding, symbolizing the provincial government’s continuing e൵orts to strength-
en its identity and present a uni¿ed image across its various o൶ces, programs, 
and services. The new branding reinforces the PGC’s vision of a progressive, 
service-oriented, and people-centered provincial government while fostering a 
stronger sense of unity among its employees.
  The activity also featured the ceremonial awarding of the ISO 9001:2015 Cer-
ti¿cation, marking another signi¿cant milestone in the PGC’s continuing pursuit 
of quality, e൶ciency, and excellence in government service. The certi¿cation re-
Àects the provincial government’s commitment to maintaining e൵ective systems 
and processes that promote consistent, responsive, and quality public service for 
the people of Cavite.
  Beyond the formal program, the celebration placed equal importance on the 
health, wellness, and overall well-being of provincial employees. A stress man-
agement seminar was conducted to provide employees with practical ways to 
manage workplace pressures, maintain a healthy mindset, and achieve better bal-
ance in their professional and personal lives. The activity underscored the im-
portance of taking care of employees who, in turn, play a vital role in delivering 
e൶cient and responsive services to the public.
  Employees were likewise encouraged to stay active and healthy through a lively 
Zumba activity, providing an enjoyable opportunity for physical exercise, relax-
ation, and interaction with colleagues. The energetic session brought employees 
together in a fun and engaging atmosphere, promoting both physical wellness and 
workplace camaraderie.
  As part of the celebration’s Personnel Care activities, employees were also treat-
ed to various personal wellness services, including haircuts, massage, and man-
icure and pedicure services. These activities provided employees with an oppor-
tunity to relax, recharge, and enjoy a well-deserved break from their daily work 
responsibilities.
  Adding excitement to the celebration were various games and recreational ac-
tivities designed to encourage teamwork, friendly competition, and stronger re-
lationships among employees. The games provided a venue for employees from 
di൵erent o൶ces and departments to interact outside their usual work environ-
ment, strengthening cooperation and camaraderie within the provincial govern-
ment workforce.
  The kick-o൵ activity was attended by Governor Francisco Gabriel “Abeng” 
Remulla, Vice Governor Ram Revilla Bautista, and members of the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan, who joined provincial employees in celebrating their important 
role in advancing the programs and services of the provincial government.
  The Provincial Government of Cavite continues to recognize its employees as 
essential partners in advancing the province’s development and in delivering pro-
grams and services that respond to the needs of the Caviteño community.--- OPIO
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  The Provincial Gov-

ernment of Cavite, 
through the Provin-

cial Council for the 

Protection of Children 

(PCPC), strength-

ened its advocacy for 

the protection and 

promotion of chil-
dren’s rights through a 

Cavite strengthens child protection advocacy through 
school-based information campaign

school-based information campaign on laws protecting children held in 
selected schools across the province from August 3 to 5, 2026.
  The advocacy campaign was participated in by Grade 10 students of 
Imus National High School, Trece Martires City National High School, 
and Carmona National High School. The sessions focused on key issues 
a൵ecting children and adolescents, including school safety, the safe and 
responsible use of media and the internet, anti-bullying, mental health, and 
preventing child abuse.

  Serving as resource speakers were PMSG Angelie Cruza of the Wom-

en and Children Protection Desk (WCPD) of Imus City Police Station; 
PMSG Aileen Peal Gonzalez of the Cavite Provincial Police O൶ce (Cavite 
CPPO); PMSG Ma. Cristina Pere of the WCPD of Trece Martires City Po-

lice Station; Ms. Jessie Rose Cruto, PCPC Focal Person; and Ms. Danica 
Shaira Pontimar, PCAT-VAWC Focal Person.
  The speakers provided students with practical information on recognizing 
unsafe situations, protecting themselves from abuse and exploitation, and 
seeking help from trusted adults and appropriate authorities. Discussions 
also highlighted the importance of maintaining a safe school environment 
and promoting respect, responsibility, and kindness among students.
  The campaign likewise addressed the responsible use of social media and 
the internet, emphasizing the need for students to protect their personal 
information, practice safe online behavior, and be mindful of the possible 
risks associated with online interactions and content.
  Anti-bullying was also given emphasis, encouraging students to under-
stand the impact of bullying and to take an active role in preventing and 
reporting bullying incidents. The sessions further underscored the impor-
tance of taking care of one’s mental health, recognizing emotional and 
psychological concerns, and seeking support when needed.
  The advocacy also reinforced the message of “No to Child Abuse,” re-

minding students that every child has the right to protection from physi-
cal, emotional, and other forms of abuse. Participants were encouraged to 
speak up, report incidents, and seek assistance from trusted adults, school 
authorities, law enforcement agencies, and other appropriate service pro-

viders.

  Through the initiative, the PCPC emphasized that child protection is a 
shared responsibility among children, parents, schools, government agen-

cies, law enforcement authorities, and communities. Strengthening aware-

ness among young people was identi¿ed as an important step toward pre-

venting abuse, violence, bullying, and other threats to children’s safety 

and well-being.--- OPIO

Amadeo LGU assures all families 
receive 10-kilo rice bene¿ts

  AMADEO, Cavite 

(PIA) — Indigent 

residents of Amadeo, 
Cavite have received 

their 10-kilo rice ben-

e¿ts under the ongo-

ing Local Government 
Support Fund – Finan-

cial Assistance to Lo-

cal Government Units.
  Mayor Jose “Jojo” 

Domingo, Jr. said the 
“Bawat Bayan Maki-
kinabang” initivative 

was able to reach 26 
barangays, where each 
family received 10 ki-
los of rice.

  Domingo assured an 
equitable delivery of 

the rice bene¿ts where 
every household will 
receive the 10-kilo 

rice packs.

  “Wala po tayong pin-

ipili. Malaki man o 
maliit ang bahay, sim-

ple man o malawak 
ang tahanan ay maka-

katanggap, bilang pag-

papakita ng patas at 

pantay na serbisyo sa 

bawat Amadean.”
  Funded through the 

Local Government 

Support Fund (LGSF), 

the program aims to 
strengthen food se-

curity for families in 
need and help ease 

the impact of rising 
living costs. (PB-PIA 

CALABARZON, with 
reports from Mayor 
Jojo Domingo, Pro-

vincial Government of 
Cavite)

DOH reports 39% drop 
in HIV cases in Q2 2026

FACE YOUR FEARS. Blood samples for hu-

man immunode¿ciency virus (HIV) testing line 
up in a small tray at a social hygiene clinic in 

Quezon City in this undated photo. The Philip-

pine National AIDS Council on Tuesday (Aug. 

25, 2026) shared the latest surveillance report 

from the Department of Health showing a 39 

percent decrease in newly reported HIV cases 
to 2,994 in the second quarter of the year. (PNA 

photo by Joan Bondoc)

  MANILA – Newly 
reported human im-

munode¿ciency virus 
(HIV) cases in the 

country decreased by 

39 percent in the sec-

ond quarter of 2026 
compared to the same 
period last year, ac-

cording to the latest 

surveillance report 

from the Department 
of Health (DOH).

  In a Facebook post 

on Tuesday, the Phil-

ippine National AIDS 

Council shared that 

data from the One 
HIV/AIDS & STI 

Information System 
(OHASIS) showed 
that 2,994 con¿rmed 
HIV-positive cases 

were registered from 
April to June 2026, 
down from previous 
quarterly ¿gures.
  This brings the av-

erage daily rate to 33 
cases per day, reÀect-
ing a 35 percent drop 
from the preceding 
quarter.

  Among the newly re-

ported cases, 2,865 or 
96 percent were males 
and 129 or 4 percent 

were females.
  Ages ranged from 
under one year to 79 
years old, with a medi-
an age of 28.

  The 25–34 age brack-

et accounted for the 

largest share at 43 
percent or 1,294 cas-

es, followed by youth 

aged 15–24 at 31 per-
cent or 918 cases.

  Of the total Q2 diag-

noses, 828 individuals 

or 28 percent had ad-

vanced HIV disease 

at the time of testing, 
marking a 45 percent 
decline compared to 
the same period in 
2025.

  Since the country 

recorded its ¿rst HIV 

case in 1984, cumula-

tive diagnoses reached 

171,066 as of June 
2026.
  Males comprise 94 
percent or 161,529 of 
all cumulative cases, 
while females account 
for 6 percent or 9,527.
  The National Cap-

ital Region (NCR) 

accounted for 19 per-

cent or 567 cases of 
the new Q2 diagnoses, 
followed by Calabar-
zon with 11 percent or 
338 cases, Central Lu-

zon with 9 percent or 
280 cases, Soccsksar-

gen with 8 percent or 
235 cases and Western 
Visayas with 6 percent 
or 189 cases.

  Together, these ¿ve 

regions comprised 54 
percent of all new-

ly detected infections 

during the quarter.

  As of June 2026, the 
DOH estimated that 
288,000 People Living 

with HIV (PLHIV) re-

side in the country.

  Of this estimated to-

tal, 159,997, or 56 per-
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DOE eyes P7-B plan to address 
electricity losses

  MANILA – The gov-

ernment aims to ad-

dress electricity losses 

reÀected in consum-

ers’ bills through a 

four-phased approach 

needing approximate-

ly PHP 7 billion.
  Energy Secretary Sha-

ron Garin, in an online 

brie¿ng Monday, said 
they are also propos-

ing the increase of the 

anti-pilferage penal-

ty from PHP5,000 to 
PHP50,000 to deter 

crimes that disadvan-

tage power consumers.
  “We are also working 
with the PNP (Philip-

pine National Police) 

as well as DILG (De-

partment of the Interi-
or and Local Govern-

ment) and LGUs (local 
government units) and 
the electric coopera-

tives to campaign and 
enforce the anti-pilfer-

age measures that we 
have. As part of this 

e൵ort, we are calling 
on the public to report 

suspected electrici-

ty theft and electrical 

safety hazards through 

the E-GovPH plat-

form,” she said.
  These measures are 

in line with President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos 

Jr.’s State of the Na-

tion Address (SONA) 

commitment to ad-

dress system losses 
and the removal of 
the value-added tax 

(VAT) on system loss 
charges.

  Garin said they are 

meeting with all stake-

holders to address the 

issue, which involves 
removing factors that 
result in loss of elec-

tricity through techni-

cal ways such as trans-

fer of electricity from 
generators, through the 

power lines, and even-

tually to end-users, as 

well as non-technical 
reasons such as pilfer-

age.

  “In essence, the plan 

is (that) there will be 

four stages. Stage 1, 

25 percent reduction 

in system loss, 50 per-
cent by the next stage 

and 75 percent and 
100 percent ultimate-

ly,” she said.

  Garin said assess-

ments on the budget 
needed for these mea-

sures continue to en-

sure that the proposal 

is ready by next year, 

with eventual reduc-

tion of non-technical 

charges eyed in one 

year.

  “We have just ¿n-

ished the estimates, 
and we are looking for 
the sources, and we 
will talk to DBM (De-

partment of Budget 
and Management) and 
the Executive Secre-

tary for sourcing this,” 

she added. (PNA)

Up to P2.31/L fuel price hike set this week

PRICE UPTICKS. A fuel station attendant ¿lls 
an oil tank of a customer. Domestic oil prices 

are set to increase by as much as PHP2.31 per 

liter Tuesday (Aug. 25, 2025) due to the impact 

of the renewed tensions in the Middle East. 

(PNA ¿le photo)

  MANILA – Fuel 

prices will increase by 
as much as PHP2.31 
per liter this week due 
to e൵ects of renewed 
hostilities in the Mid-

dle East.

  Ceiling hike for this 

week is PHP1.08 
per liter for gasoline, 

PHP2.31 per liter for 
diesel and PHP0.95 

for kerosene, data re-

leased by the Depart-

ment of Energy (DOE) 
on Monday showed.
  Energy Secretary 

Sharon Garin said the 

price upticks are driv-

en by global market 
forces, not domestic 
supply constraints.

  “This is the di൶cul-
ty with Philippines’ 
long-time dependence 
on imported fuel. And 
this is the reality the 

Department of Energy 
is working to change 
because we know that 
every increase at the 

pump is felt by Filipi-
no families and busi-
nesses,” she said in an 

online brie¿ng.
  In separate adviso-

ries, oil ¿rms have 
announced their price 

adjustments e൵ective 
6 a.m. on Tuesday.
  Jetti Petroleum said 
it will increase diesel 
prices by PHP2.30 per 
liter and gasoline by 

PHP1 per liter.

  Seaoil will hike gaso-

line prices by PHP1.08 

per liter and diesel by 

PHP2.31 per liter, and 
kerosene by PHP0.91 

per liter.

  Petron will increase 
gasoline prices by 

PHP1.10 per liter, die-

sel by PHP2.30 per 
liter, and kerosene by 

PHP1 per liter.

  Garin said that be-

cause of the lower 
chances of a peace 

deal between the U.S. 
and Iran, “prospects 

for the normalization 
of navigation through 

the Strait of Hormuz 
have weakened”.
  “These developments 
are driving up inter-

national prices and 

the impact ultimately 
reaching consumers at 
the pump in our coun-

try. A conÀict thou-

sands of kilometers 
away can still a൵ect 
the jeepney driver ¿ll-
ing up for the day,” she 

said.

  Thus, the government 
is resolved to limit 
the war’s impact on 
domestic fuel prices, 
partly by “strengthen-

ing our energy security 

so that the country is 

better prepared for fu-

ture external shocks.”

  “This means invest-
ing in stronger do-

mestic energy infra-

structure and over the 

long term pursuing 
the measures such as 
Philippines Strategic 

Petroleum Reserve,” 
Garin said, referring to 

the proposal to have a 

government-operated 
facility to ensure a 60-
day stockpile for fuel 

supply that will help 
address external risks 

on supply and prices.

  DOE data show that 
domestic diesel supply 
is currently adequate 

for 47 days of average 
daily consumption. 
Supply levels for other 

fuels stand at 44 days 

for gasoline, 122 days 

for kerosene, 75 days 
for jet fuel, 54 days for 

fuel oil, and 34 days 
for lique¿ed petro-

leum gas.
Fuel subsidy
  During the same 
brie¿ng, DOE Director 
Rino Abad said around 

98,000 public utility 

vehicles (PUVs) driv-

ers nationwide who 
are bene¿ciaries of the 
fuel subsidy program 
have been extended a 

total of PHP537 mil-
lion as of Aug. 21, 

2026.
  Under the program, 
the quali¿ed drivers 
are given PHP12 per 

liter discount for a to-

tal of 150 liters per 

week, which can be 
availed in 3,383 fuel 
stations nationwide.
  “This is one of the 

measures in place to 
help ease the impact 
of higher fuel prices 

on our public transport 

sector,” Garin said. 

(PNA)

cent, have been for-

mally diagnosed.
  About 69 percent or 
111,154 of the diag-

nosed individuals en-

rolled in life-saving 

Antiretroviral Therapy 

(ART).

  About 57 percent of 
all PLHIV on ART 

achieved viral sup-

pression (59 percent 

tested for viral load, 

of whom 97 percent 
achieved viral sup-

pression).

  Compared to the ¿rst 
quarter of 2026, di-
agnosis coverage im-

proved by 2 percent-

age points and viral 

suppression among 
those on ART rose by 

7 percentage points, 
though treatment cov-

erage dipped by 3 per-
centage points.

  Uptake of Pre-Ex-

posure Prophylaxis 

(PrEP) continued its 

upward trajectory, 
with 9,640 new en-

rollees recorded in the 

second quarter.

  This reÀects a 10-per-
cent increase from the 
¿rst quarter.
  Young adults aged 

18 to 34 comprised 84 
percent of new PrEP 
enrollees for the quar-

ter.

  NCR facilities ac-

commodated the ma-

jority of new enrollees 
at 55 percent, followed 
by Calabarzon at 15 

percent, and Central 

Visayas at 6 percent.
  Since PrEP was in-

troduced in the Philip-

pines in March 2021, a 

total of 107,567 clients 
have accessed the pre-

ventive medication.
  The DOH noted that 

testing infrastructure 

has expanded nation-

wide, with reporting 
Certi¿ed Rapid HIV 
Diagnostic Algorithm 

Con¿rming Laborato-

ries (CrCLs) increas-

ing from 26 facilities 

in 2021 to 195 as of 

mid-2026. (PNA)
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Historic Coconut Palace revitalized 
ahead of 49th ASEAN Summit

  MANILA – The his-

toric Coconut Palace 

has been revitalized 

ahead of the Philip-

pines’ hosting of the 

49th Association of 

Southeast Asian Na-

tions (ASEAN) Lead-

ers’ Summit in No-

vember.
  The Coconut Pal-

ace was relaunched 
on Tuesday following 
extensive enhance-

ments to preserve the 
landmark’s distinctive 
Filipino architectural 

design while upgrad-

ing its facilities for the 

regional gathering.

  In a statement, Mala-

cañang said the land-

mark, also known as 
Tahanang Pilipino, 

will serve as one of 
the venues for the 

49th ASEAN Leaders’ 

Summit from Nov. 10 
to 12.

  Commissioned in 
1978 by then-First 
Lady Imelda Marcos 
and designed under 

the supervision of Na-

tional Artist for Ar-

chitecture Francisco 

“Bobby” Mañosa, the 
Coconut Palace stands 

as a testament to Fil-
ipino ingenuity and 

craftsmanship.
  The landmark was 
originally built as a 

guesthouse for for-

eign dignitaries and 

later gained interna-

tional recognition for 

its innovative use of 

coconut and other in-

digenous materials in 

REVITALIZED. The revitalized Coconut Pal-
ace in Pasay City, Metro Manila, stands ready 

to serve as one of the venues for the 49th ASE-

AN Leaders’ Summit on Nov. 10-12, 2026. The 

historic landmark, known for its distinctive Fil-

ipino architecture and use of indigenous mate-

rials, has undergone enhancements in time for 

the regional gathering. (Photo from MPC pool)

its architecture and in-

terior design.

  Coconut shells, co-

conut wood, and oth-

er elements of the 
coconut tree are fea-

tured throughout the 

structure, alongside 

traditional Filipino re-

sources, such as capiz 

shells, solihiya or wo-

ven rattan, and Narra 

wood.
  The palace also fea-

tures seven bedrooms, 
each inspired by a 

Philippine region – 

Ilocos, Iloilo, Moun-

tain Province, Zam-

boanga, Pampanga, 
Marawi, and Bicol.
  Each room showcas-

es the distinct textiles, 

furniture, and artworks 
associated with its re-

spective region.

  Over the years, the 

Coconut Palace has 

witnessed signi¿cant 
milestones in Phil-
ippine history and 

served as the o൶cial 
residence and o൶ce of 
the Vice President.

  On June 23, 2023, 
the National Museum 
of the Philippines de-

clared the landmark 
an important cultural 
property, recognizing 

its historical, architec-

tural, and cultural sig-

ni¿cance.
  The recent renova-

tions preserved the 

palace’s heritage fea-

tures while improving 
its facilities and func-

tionality in preparation 

for the ASEAN Lead-

ers’ Summit.
  The relaunch under-

scores the Marcos ad-

ministration’s commit-
ment to showcasing its 
cultural heritage and 

Filipino craftsmanship 
as it prepares to wel-
come ASEAN leaders 
and delegates for the 

November summit. 
(PNA)

PH young fencers eye Asian, World meets

PROMISING. Some members of the national 

team who won medals at the Southeast Asian 

Fencing Federation (SEAFF) Junior and Ca-

det Championships join the Philippine Sports-

writers Association (PSA) forum at the Rizal 

Memorial Sports Complex in Malate on Tues-

day (Aug. 25, 2026). The country’s young fenc-

ers hope to join the World and Asian champi-

onships at the junior and cadet levels next year. 

(PNA photo by Jean Malanum)

  MANILA – After 

dominating the South-

east Asian Fencing 

Federation (SEA-

FF) Junior and Cadet 

Championship in Ma-

laysia, the country’s 

young fencers are hop-

ing to join the World 

and Asian champion-

ships in junior and ca-

det levels next year.

  The Philippines gar-

nered 25 medals – ¿ve 
golds, seven silvers, 

and 13 bronzes – in the 
tournament held from 
Aug. 6 to 14.
  Oscar Del Castillo 

led the team, winning 
the men’s epee gold 
(U17 cadet) and silver 
(U21 junior).
  “It’s not just the med-

als, but equally import-
ant is the points we’ll 
get from the SEAFF, 
because points we 
earned will be added 
to our overall ranking 

points,” the 16-year-
old Del Castillo said 

during the Philippine 

Sportswriters Asso-

ciation Forum at the 
Rizal Memorial Sports 
Complex in Malate, 
Manila on Tuesday.

  Willa Galvez, a bronze 

winner in junior wom-

en’s foil, was also 
present, along with 
silver medalist Hagia 
Del Castillo (wom-

en’s foil), and bronze 

medalists Yuna Canlas 
and Victoria Ebdane 

(women’s foil), Papina 
Torre (women’s epee), 
Jethro Chan (men’s 

foil), and Don Rey-

zel Geronimo (men’s 
epee) in the cadet cat-

egory.

  The points they 

earned in the SEAFF 

will be added to oth-

er international events 

they joined, such as the 

Asian Cadet Cup and 

the Philippine Fencing 

Association (PFA) Ju-

nior and Cadet tourna-

ment.
  “It’s important as an 
athlete to compete in 
as many internation-

al competitions as we 
can, especially in a 

competition that al-
lows me to have the 
exposure. Playing 

against players from 
other countries (are) 

things that will push 
me to be better (as a 
fencer), both local-

ly and international-

ly,” said the 16-year-

old Ebdane, a Grade 

11 student at Home 
School Global.

  The third and ¿nal 
leg of the PFA Junior 

and Cadet tournament 
is set to be held at the 

Rizal Memorial Coli-
seum from Aug. 29 to 
30.
  “It’s going to be an 

exciting third leg be-

cause it’s the ¿nal leg, 
and the points every 

fencer will get is very 
crucial,” said 15-year-

old Galvez, a Grade 10 

student at the Univer-
sity of the East.

  The top four fencers 

in cadet and junior cat-

egories will see action 
in the Asian Champi-
onships in China and 

the World Champi-
onship in Estonia in 

March and April next 

year, respectively. 

(PNA)

“Happy are those  conscious of their spiritual need, since the King-

dom of the heavens belongs to them.

“Happy are those who mourn, since they will be comforted.

“Happy are the mild-tempered, since they will inherit the earth.

“Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since 

they will be ¿lled.
“Happy are the merciful, since they will  be shown mercy.

“Happy are the pure in heart, since they will see God.

“Happy  are the peacemakers, since they will be called sons of God.

Matthew 5: 3-9


