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48% of waste generated daily ends up 
in bodies of water, streets

LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS. An excavator 
clears tons of garbage that washed into the 
Redemptorist Water Channel in Baclaran, 
Parañaque City on Aug. 12, 2026. The Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources 
on Friday (Aug. 13) pushed for long-term solu-
tions to address the country’s garbage problem. 
(PNA photo by Avito Dalan)

  MANILA – The 

Department of Envi-

ronment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) 

on Thursday said at 

least 48 percent of the 

65,000 tons of waste 

generated daily na-

tionwide ends up in 

waterways, bodies of 

water and streets.

  In a television inter-

view, DENR Under-

secretary Jonas Leones 

said the Philippines 

generates an estimated 

61,000 to 65,000 tons 

of waste every day, but 

only about 52 percent 

is collected.

  “Medyo seryoso yung 

ating problema sa ba-

sura. Base sa aming 

data, at least 52 percent 

of our generation, yun 

lang yung nakokolek-

ta natin. But the rest, 

about 48 percent of 

our garbage genera-

tion, either napupunta 

sa waterways, napu-

punta sa water body, at 

yung mga iba naman 

nakakalat sa daan (Our 

problem with waste is 

quite serious. Based 

on our data, we collect 

only at least 52 per-
cent of our generation. 

But the rest, about 48 

percent of our garbage 

generation, either ends 

up in waterways, ends 

up in bodies of water, 

and the others are scat-

tered on the streets),” 

he said.

  In Manila Bay alone, 

Leones said there are 

333 creeks connected 

to it, including 17 ma-

jor tributaries, noting 

the seriousness of the 

problem.

  He explained that 

every person in the 

country generates ap-

proximately 0.7kg of 

waste every day, based 

on conservative data, 

resulting in very high 

waste generation.

  During the summer 

season, he said gar-

bage doesn’t Àow with 
the water and mostly 

remains in the drain-

age or in bodies of wa-

ter.

  “But pagdating ng 

malakas na ulan at 

yung tubig talagang 

umaagos na, dala-dala 

na yung mga basura. 

So ganoon kaseryoso. 

Kung di talaga mag-

karoon ng magandang 

programa para dito, 

talagang magtutu-

  MANILA – The Phil-

ippine Amusement 

and Gaming Corp. 

(PAGCOR) released 

PHP65.60 million in 

food and non-food as-

sistance to communi-

ties in Luzon and Met-

ro Manila a൵ected by 
tropical cyclones Luis 

and Maymay and the 

enhanced southwest 

  MANILA – The Gov-

ernment Service Insur-

ance System (GSIS) 

is ready to extend its 

emergency loan pro-

gram to more areas 

a൵ected by Typhoon 
Maymay and the 

southwest monsoon 

as local government 

units (LGUs) issue 

state-of-calamity dec-

larations.

  GSIS Executive 

Vice President Joseph 

Philip Andres said 

Wednesday that the 

pension fund is con-

tinuously updating the 

program’s coverage, 

with Cavite current-

ly among the areas 

whose quali¿ed gov-

ernment workers and 

pensioners may avail 

of the assistance start-

ing Thursday.

  “Tuloy-tuloy po ang 

pagpapalawak namin 

sa coverage nito as 

soon as there is a dec-

laration from the lo-

cal government unit, 

ina-update po namin 

ito (We continuously 

expand its coverage as 

soon as there is a dec-

laration from the local 

government unit. We 

update it according-

ly),” Andres said in an 

interview over Bagong 

Pilipinas Ngayon.

  He said GSIS is also 

monitoring possi-

ble declarations from 

other areas a൵ected 
by heavy rains and 

Àooding, noting that 
Pampanga and several 

LGUs may follow suit.

  Quali¿ed active 
members must either 

work or reside in an 

area placed under a 

state of calamity, while 

pensioners must be re-

(File photo)

siding in a declared ca-

lamity area.

  Andres said even 

members with an ex-

isting emergency loan 

may still obtain fresh 

assistance, with GSIS 

allowing them to bor-

row up to PHP40,000.

  “Para sa mga exist-

ing members natin 

na may existing loan 

ay pwede po silang 

(Turn to p.2)

monsoon (‘habagat’).

  In a statement Thurs-

day, PAGCOR said it 

distributed 47,192 re-

lief items consisting 

of 23,596 food packs 

worth PHP28.91 mil-

lion and 23,596 non-

food packs worth 

PHP36.69 million.

  PAGCOR Chairper-

son and CEO Alejan-

dro Tengco said the 

agency started distrib-

uting relief packs to 

a൵ected areas as early 
as Aug. 8, as part of its 

continuing disaster re-

sponse e൵orts.
  The relief goods have 

either reached or are 

on their way to Bula-

can, La Union, Bagu-
(Turn to p.3)



2     CAVITE NEWS PUBLISHING

CAVITE NEWS
PUBLISHING

raquel.cavitenews@gmail.com

0997409432/09329770888

Website Cavitenews.com

RAQUEL M. MAGTIBAY
Publisher

JESSIEL M. RAVANA
Editor-In-Chief

JOHN JEPREE MAGTBAY
Lay-out-Artist

LAURO M. MAGTIBAY
Circulation Manager

ATTY. RACQUEL C. LARA
Legal Counsel

MEMBER of PRIME ALLIANCE of

PUBLISHERS, EDITORS, &

REPORTERS of the Philippines Inc.

THIS NEWSPAPER IS EDITED, PUBLISHED AND CIRCULATED 

IN THE PROVINCE OF CAVITE AT BLK. 8 LOT 19 

SAINT FRANCIS ST. CARDINAL VILLAGE

SALITRAN 3 DASMARIÑAS CITY OF CAVITE

Commercial Advertising Rate: P200.00/col.cm

Legal Rate P160.00/col.cm.

AUGUST 13-19, 2026

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER

48% OF WASTE . . . FR. P.  1 GSIS . . . FR. P. 1

loy-tuloy at magiging 
seryoso ito (when the 
heavy rain comes, and 
the water really starts 
to Àow, it carries away 
the trash. So that’s how 
serious it is. If there 
really isn’t a good pro-
gram for this, it will 
de¿nitely continue and 
become serious),” he 
said.
Long-term solutions
  He said the DENR is 
pushing a mix of recy-
cling, waste reduction, 
private sector partic-
ipation, and possible 
waste-to-energy tech-
nologies as long-term 
solutions to the coun-
try’s worsening gar-
bage problem.
  Leones said the shift 
from what he described 
as a “linear economy,” 
where waste is dis-
carded after use, to a 
circular economy that 
focuses on recycling 
and recovering materi-
als is one of the long-
term solutions.
  He said many sani-
tary land¿lls are reach-
ing their maximum 
capacity, with some al-
ready becoming large 
mounds of garbage.
  To address this, he 
said the DENR is pro-
moting the conversion 
of land¿lls into inte-
grated facilities that 
can recover value from 
waste, instead of serv-
ing solely as disposal 
sites.
  “Meaning, hindi na 
lang siya disposal (it 
is not just disposal), 
we are reintegrating it 
with facility that can 
recycle and repurpose 
or upcycle this solid 
waste, event plastics,” 
he said.
  The goal, Leones 
said, is to extend the 
life of land¿lls while 
reducing the volume 
of garbage that ulti-
mately requires dis-
posal.
Cutting at the source
  Through the imple-
mentation of the Re-
public Act 11898 or 
Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) 
law, the DENR is also 
working with the pri-
vate sector, speci¿cal-
ly the manufacturing 

companies, to reduce 
waste before it enters 
the waste stream.
  The EPR law requires 
companies to take a 
greater role in manag-
ing the waste generat-
ed by their products, 
particularly plastic 
packaging, including 
sachets.
  The agency is also 
encouraging manu-
facturers to reduce the 
amount of plastic used 
in packaging to pre-
vent additional waste 
from accumulating.
E x p l o r i n g 
waste-to-energy tech-
nology
  During an inspection 
of the garbage-clear-
ing operation at the 
Baclaran River in 
Parañaque City on 
Wednesday, President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr. thumbed down calls 
for sti൵er penalties for 
improper waste dis-
posal, saying that the 
government must ¿rst 
ensure that there are 
adequate garbage fa-
cilities.
  Marcos said the ad-
ministration is pursu-
ing a waste-to-energy 
program that would 
process collected gar-
bage and convert it 
into electricity, reduc-
ing the country’s de-
pendence on land¿lls.
  Leones said countries 
like Singapore and the 
United States generate 
more waste than the 
Philippines, but noted 
that they have adopt-
ed technologies to ad-
dress their solid waste.
  “They adopt 
waste-to-energy tech-
nology and may facil-
ities sila for e൵ective 
recycling and recovery 
facilities. Dito sa atin 
kulang yon. So bag-
amat maliit ang ating 
generation per capita, 
pero yung atin medyo 
nalilimit (they have 
facilities for e൵ective 
recycling and recov-
ery facilities. Here, 
we lack that. So even 
though our generation 
per capita is small, 
ours is somewhat lim-
ited),” he said.
  Leones also noted 
the need to revisit RA 

9003, or the Solid 
Waste Management 
Act, to strengthen the 
country’s approach to 
waste management.
  With some groups 
raising concerns about 
compliance with the 
Clean Air Act (RA 
8749 and the Eco-
logical Solid Waste 
Management Act, 
he said there are Su-
preme Court rulings 
that have clari¿ed that 
waste-to-energy facil-
ities may be allowed 
if they meet environ-
mental standards.
  “Ang sabi ng SC sa in-
terpretation sa mga ba-
tas natin, (The SC said 
in the interpretation of 
our laws), for as long 
as the technology will 
not violate our emis-
sion standards, may 
thresholds tayo dyan, 
pwede naman din, 
ina-allow (we have 
thresholds for that, it 
is allowed),” he said.
  He added that the 
DENR, the Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE), 
and the Department of 
the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG) 
are discussing possible 
policy measures and 
legislation that could 
help advance technol-
ogies that comply with 
environmental regula-
tions.
Proper waste dispos-
al
  Leones emphasized 
that addressing the 
garbage problem in 
the country will also 
require changing pub-
lic behavior.
  He stressed that prop-

er waste disposal hab-
its should be devel-
oped at an early age 
and reinforced through 
education.
  Leones said environ-
mental awareness and 
proper waste manage-
ment should be taught 
to children until it be-
comes their habit.
  “Dapat ito talaga be-
havioral change. Even 
sabi nga ni Mayor 
(Francis) Zamora, tal-
agang disiplina, mag-
sisimula yan dapat 
sa kabataan pa lang 
(This should really be 
a behavioral change. 
Even Mayor (Fran-
cis) Zamora said, dis-
cipline should really 
start at a young age),” 
he said.
 “So kailangan dito pa 
lang sa level ng ka-
bataan sa ating curric-
ulum, dapat na-instill 
na natin itong mga 
disiplina particularly 
sa mga environmental 
laws, itong pagdidis-
pose ng mga waste. 
Dapat alam nila na 
may mga lugar na 
dapat pagtapunan at 
hindi basta-basta kung 
saan-saan lang tinata-
pon (So it is necessary 
that at the level of the 
youth in our curricu-
lum, we should have 
already instilled these 
disciplines, particu-
larly in environmental 
laws, waste disposal. 
They should know 
that there are designat-
ed places for disposal 
and that waste should 
not just be thrown 
anywhere),” he added. 
(PNA)

makapag-loan up 
to PHP40,000. Para 
ang mangyayari di-
yan, isasarado po iy-
ong kanilang existing 
loan at magkakaroon 
sila ng proceeds na at 
least na PHP20,000 po 
(Our members with an 
existing loan may bor-
row up to PHP40,000. 
Their existing loan 
will be closed, and 
they will receive 
proceeds of at least 
PHP20,000),” he said.

  Members without 
an existing emergen-
cy loan may borrow 
PHP20,000. The facil-
ity carries a 6-percent 
interest rate payable 
in 36 equal monthly 
amortizations.
  Beyond emergency 
loans, Andres said, the 
GSIS Balik Ginhawa 
2 program remains 
available to provide 
additional ¿nancial 
breathing room to 
members and pension-
ers with existing obli-

gations.
  Under the program, 
quali¿ed borrow-
ers may recover loan 
amortizations paid 
from December 2025 
to May 2026, with the 
corresponding repay-
ment period extended 
and no additional in-
terest imposed.
  “Open pa rin po ang 
aming Balik Ginha-
wa 2 Program para po 
lubos na makatulong 
sa ating mga mem-
bers, both active and 
pensioners (Our Balik 
Ginhawa 2 Program 
remains open to fur-
ther help our mem-
bers, both active and 
pensioners),” Andres 
said.
  Applications for 
emergency loans may 
be ¿led through the 
GSIS Touch mobile 
application.
  Andres said approved 
proceeds may be 
credited to members’ 
LandBank or Union-

Bank accounts within 
one to three banking 
days.
  Members who cannot 
access the application 
because of disrupted 
telecommunications 
services may also visit 
GSIS o൶ces for assis-
tance.
  Andres advised gov-
ernment workers and 
pensioners in calam-
ity-hit areas to mon-
itor GSIS o൶cial 
channels as addition-
al LGUs submit their 
state-of-calamity dec-
larations.
  “Dadami pa po iyan, 
asahan po natin dada-
mi pa. But for the 
meantime po, Cavite, 
as early as tomorrow, 
pwede na po sila (The 
number will increase; 
we expect more areas 
to be added. But for 
the meantime, those in 
Cavite may avail of it 
as early as tomorrow 
[Thursday]),” he said. 
(PNA)
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McDonald’s Recruitment Activity Opens Employment Opportunities 
to Caviteño
  The O൶ce of the Provincial Public Employment Service Manager (OP-
PESM) successfully facilitated the McDonald’s Recruitment Activity re-
cently, at the New Provincial Government Center, Trece Martires City, 
providing employment opportunities to Caviteños.
  A total of 41 jobseekers participated in the recruitment activity, where 
they underwent screening and interviews for various positions o൵ered by 
McDonald’s. The one-stop recruitment process enabled quali¿ed appli-
cants to complete the initial hiring requirements in a convenient and ac-
cessible venue.
  Demonstrating the success of the initiative, all 41 applicants were hired 
on the spot (HOTS), allowing them to immediately proceed with the next 
steps toward employment.
  The recruitment activity is part of the Provincial Government of Cavite’s 
continuing e൵orts to strengthen employment facilitation services by part-
nering with private companies to connect jobseekers with available career 
opportunities. Through initiatives such as this, the OPPESM continues to 
make employment services more accessible while contributing to work-
force development and local economic growth.--- OPIO

  The Provincial Government of Cavite, through the O൶ce of the Provincial 
Governor (OPG) Medical Mission Team and the O൶ce of the Provincial 
Health O൶cer (OPHO), conducted a medical and dental mission recently, 
at Palazzo Bello 2, Barangay Carsadang Bago II, Imus City, bringing es-
sential healthcare services closer to the community.
  A total of 856 bene¿ciaries availed free medical consultations, dental 
services, electrocardiogram (ECG) procedures, fasting blood sugar (FBS) 
testing, and other basic healthcare services. Free medicines were likewise 
distributed to bene¿ciaries to help address their immediate healthcare 
needs. Health professionals from the OPHO rendered their expertise and 
services to ensure that residents received quality and accessible medical 
care.
  The successful conduct of the medical and dental mission reÀects the Pro-
vincial Government of Cavite’s continued commitment to making health-
care services more accessible, particularly for communities with limited 
access to medical and dental care. Through sustained outreach programs, 
the provincial government remains steadfast in improving the quality of 
life of every Caviteño by providing compassionate, people-centered, and 
accessible healthcare services.--- OPIO

PGC strengthens performance management through orientation on 
revised SPMS guidelines
  In its continuing commitment to promote excellence, accountability, and 
results-driven public service, the Provincial Government of Cavite gath-
ered department heads and administrative o൶cers for the Strategic Perfor-
mance Management System (SPMS): Revised Guidelines and Implemen-
tation orientation on July 21, 2026, at the 2nd Floor Function Hall, New 
Provincial Government Center in Trece Martires City.
  Chief of Sta൵ Ferdinand A. Belamide welcomed the participants and 
underscored the importance of the Strategic Performance Management 
System (SPMS) in strengthening organizational performance, fostering 
professional growth, and cultivating a culture of continuous improvement 
in the Provincial Government.
  The orientation equipped participants with a comprehensive understand-
ing of the revised SPMS guidelines through a series of lectures delivered 
by members of the Provincial Government’s Performance Management 
Team (PMT). Engr. EnP Lorna R. Leyran, Chair of the PMT Secretari-
at, introduced the Strategic Performance Management System, followed 
by Niko R. Montenegro, who discussed the framework and operational 
guidelines. Jasmin B. Magallanes presented the submission requirements 
and implementation timelines, while Angelica Joy A. Balanquit and Mark 
Lester A. Carada facilitated discussions on target setting, rating standards 
development, and accomplishments monitoring.
  An open forum concluded the activity, allowing participants to raise ques-
tions, clarify implementation concerns, and gain a deeper understanding 
of the revised policies to ensure consistent and e൵ective application of the 
SPMS across all Provincial Government o൶ces.--- OPIO

produce over 60 tons 

per hectare, while 

Kinampay remains as 

the gold standard for 

Àavor.
  Other varieties ex-

celled in aroma, color, 

or anthocyanins, the 

natural compounds 

behind ube’s vivid hue 

and antioxidant punch.

  These genetic map-

pings are considered 

bene¿cial for future 
varietal identi¿cation 
and certi¿cation.
  For its part, the DA 

has earlier stated its 

intensifying e൵orts 
to support local ube 

farmers and advance 

appropriate Geograph-

ical Indication (GI) to 

boost global export 

opportunities for the 

industry. (PNA)

io City, Isabela, Nueva 
Ecija, Cavite and Rizal 
provinces, as well as 
parts of Pangasinan, 
Quezon, Batangas, Ca-
marines Norte, Abra, 
Laguna and Pampanga.
  In Metro Manila, as-
sistance has also been 
allocated to the cities of 
Parañaque and Mariki-
na.
  “Calamities cause 

immediate burden on 
families, particularly 
when basic needs be-
come di൶cult to secure. 
PAGCOR is committed 
to providing timely as-
sistance to communities 
that need them most,” 
Tengco said.
  Tengco said PAGCOR 
will continue to work 
with government part-
ners to extend assis-

tance to communities 
a൵ected by calamities.
  “We will continue to 
stand with our kababay-
ans in times of need. 
Through our continu-
ing disaster response 
e൵orts, PAGCOR will 
do its part to help af-
fected communities re-
cover and get back on 
their feet,” Tengco said. 
(PNA)

PAGCOR. . . FR. P. 1
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Psalm 37:10-11

“Happy are those conscious of their 
spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the 
heavens belongs to them.
“Happy are those who mourn, since they 
will be  comforted.
“Happy are the mildtempered, since 
they will inherit the earth.
“Happy are those hungering and thirst-
ing for righteousness since they will be 
filled.
“Happy are the merciful, since they will 
be shown mercy.
“Happy are the pure in heart, since they 
will see God.
“Happy are the peacemakers, since they 
will be called sons of God.

Laguna gov’t, DSWD extend food 
assistance to families displaced by 

storm Maymay, Habagat
  CALAMBA CITY, 

Laguna (PIA) — The 

provincial government 

of Laguna, togeth-

er with the Depart-

ment of Social Wel-

fare and Development 

(DSWD), continues to 

provide assistance to 

families temporarily 

displaced by the recent 

Typhoon Maymay 

that intensi¿ed the 
southwest monsoon or 

Habagat.

  On August 10, pro-

vincial government 

personnel distributed 

family food packs to 

evacuees in Calauan 

town and other a൵ect-
ed areas as part of the 

continuing response to 

communities a൵ected 
by Àooding.
  According to Doland 

Castro, a representa-

tive for Laguna Gover-

nor Sol Aragones, the 

provincial government 

is conducting contin-

uous assessment and 

assistance operations 

to reach residents who 

were evacuated from 

danger zones.

  “Tuloy-tuloy po ang 

ginagawang aksyon 

ng gobyernong may 

solusyon ni Governor 

Sol Aragones katu-

wang po ang DSWD 

sa pamamahagi ng 

family food packs para 

sa ating mga kaba-

bayan na inilikas dahil 

sila ang nasa danger 

zone,” Castro said in 

an o൶cial social me-

dia post.

  He added that person-

nel from the provincial 

government have been 

deployed across Lagu-

na’s congressional dis-

tricts to ensure that af-

fected families receive 

immediate assistance.

  “Ang aksyon po ng 

ating gobernador, 

suyurin lahat at mabi-

gyan ng tulong at ayu-

da ang ating mga ka-

babayan. Kaya naman 

po mula District 1, 2, 

3, and 4 ay umiikot po 

ang ating sta൵ ng kap-

itolyo upang maibaha-

gi sa ating mga kaba-

bayan na naapektuhan 

po nitong Habagat,” 

he said.

  The assistance comes 

as several commu-

nities in Laguna ex-

perienced Àooding 
brought by persistent 

rains associated with 

the southwest mon-

soon or Habagat, 

prompting the evacua-

tion of families living 

in Àood-prone and oth-

er danger areas.

  During a situation 

brie¿ng with President 
Ferdinand R. Mar-

cos Jr. on Monday, 

August 10, Depart-

ment of Social Wel-

fare and Development 

(DSWD) Secretary 

Rex Gatchalian report-

ed that the agency has 

at least ¿ve million 
family food packs in 

its nationwide disas-

ter stockpile as part of 

the government’s pre-

paredness measures to 

ensure the immediate 

provision of food as-

sistance to families af-

fected by disasters and 

emergencies.

  The DSWD  then has 

been coordinating with 

local government units 

in the distribution of 

relief assistance to 

communities a൵ected 
by Habagat, including 

those who were forced 

to evacuate due to ris-

ing Àoodwaters.
  According to a sit-

uational report from 

the provincial govern-

ment, in the City of 

San Pedro, 82 families 

from four barangays 

received relief assis-

tance. These included 

61 families in Lan-

dayan, seven in San 

Roque, eight in Cuyab, 

and six in Nueva.

  Meanwhile, in San 

Pablo City, 98 families 

temporarily staying 

in seven evacuation 

centers received as-

sistance to help meet 

their basic needs as 

they continue to cope 

with the e൵ects of the 
inclement weather.

  In the Municipality 

of Bay, six families 

staying in three evac-

uation centers likewise 

received relief assis-

tance from the Pro-

vincial Government of 

Laguna.

  The relief operation 

also reached Baran-

gay Dela Paz in Biñan 

City, where 80 fam-

ilies were provided 

with assistance.

  Calauan Vice May-

or Dong Sanchez ex-

pressed gratitude to 

the provincial govern-

ment for immediately 

extending assistance 

to residents who had to 

leave their homes.

  “Ang bayan po ng 

Calauan ay nagpa-

pasalamat po sa ating 

mahal na Gobernador, 

Governor Sol Ara-

gones, sa tulong po ni-

yang ipinaabot sa am-

ing mga kababayan na 

na-evacuate po during 

kahapon na nagkaroon 

ng Habagat,” Sanchez 

said.

  For the evacuees, the 

food packs provided 

vital support as they 

remained in evacu-

ation centers while 

waiting for conditions 

to improve.

  One evacuee from 

Calauan thanked Ara-

gones for the swift 

delivery of assistance, 

saying the support was 

a signi¿cant help to 
families a൵ected by 
the Àooding.
  “Ako po ay nagpa-

pasalamat kay Gob. 

Sol sa biyayang 

ipinagkaloob niya 

ngayon na talagang 

napakabilis ng aksyon. 

Sana ay magtuloy-tu-

loy ang kaniyang pa-

nunungkulan dahil 

talagang napakaganda 

ng ginagawa ni Gob. 

Sol,” the evacuee said.

  Through coordina-

tion with local gov-

ernment units and the 

DSWD, assistance is 

being brought closer 

to communities to help 

address the immedi-

ate needs of displaced 

residents. (AM, PIA 

CALABARZON/with 

reports from Laguna 

PIO)

SSS, CFO strengthen partnership 
for Overseas Filipino

  Quezon City- The 

Social  Security Sys-

tem  (SSS) and the 

Commission on Fili-

pinos Overseas (CFO) 

have strengthened 

hteir partnership to 

expand access to so-

cial security protection  

for Overseas Filipinos 

(OFs) and their fami-

lies through the sign-

ing of Understanding 

(MOU).

  SSSPresident and 

Chief Executive Of-

¿cer Robert Joseph 
Montes de Claro and 

CFO Chairperson  Sec-

retary Dante “Klink” 

Ang II led the signing 

ceremony, rea൶rming 
both agencies’ shared 

commitment to ad-

vancing the welfare 

and interest o൵ Filipi-
nos overseas through 

stronger inter-agency 

cooperation.

  Under the MOU, 

SSS and CFO will 

collaroate on informa-

tion,  education,  and  

communication  (IEC) 

initiatives to increase 

awareness among OFs 

on SSS membership, 

bene¿ts, loan pro-

grams, and the MySSS 

Pension Booster. The 

partnership also aims 

to enhance access to 

social security  ser-

vices and empower 

Filipinos abroad to 

make informed deci-

sions in securing their  

¿nancial future and 
protecting their fami-

lies.

  “This  MOU marks 

another signi¿cant 
step in strengthen-

ing the partnership 

between SSS and 

CFO,” de Claro said. 

“Through this collabo-

ration, we aim to reach 

more Overseas Filipi-

nos and provide them 

with the knowledge 

they need to access 

SSS programs and ser-

vices that support their 

¿nancial security and 
well-being.”

  The agreement builds 

on the agencies’ ex-

isting collaboration  

since 2025 through 

the KaSSSangga Col-

lect Program, which 

supported the expan-

sion of SSS coverage 

among the Job Order 

and Contract of Ser-

vice workers of CFO.

  Through this strength-

ened partnership, SSS 

andCFO will continue 

to work together in 

promoting social pro-

tection programs and 

ensuring that more 

Overseas Filipinos and 

their families can ben-

e¿t from  enhanced ac-

cess to social security 

services.  PR
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QC intensi¿es disease monitoring 
in evacuation centers

DISEASE SURVEILLANCE. Quezon City health 
workers are intensifying disease surveillance in 
evacuation centers, checking evacuees for lepto-
spirosis, dengue, Àu, water-borne diseases and 
other illnesses amid habagat-related Àooding. 
The city government on Tuesday said (Aug. 11, 
2026) said it has recorded 139 leptospirosis cas-
es, including 18 deaths, from Jan. 1 to Aug. 6. 
(Photo courtesy of QC Health Department)

  MANILA – The Que-

zon City Health De-

partment (QCHD) has 

intensi¿ed its disease 
surveillance in evacua-

tion centers to prevent 

diseases from spread-

ing and ensure the 

health of the evacuees 

displaced by Àooding 
due to the enhanced 

southwest monsoon or 

“habagat.”

  In a social media post 

Tuesday, the city gov-

ernment said as of 9 

a.m. Tuesday, a total 

of 2,326 families or 

8,209 individuals were 

staying in the city’s 

42 evacuation centers 

across 21 barangays.

  “Maliban sa pagha-

hatid ng mga pangan-

gailangang pangkalu-

sugan tulad ng libreng 

check-up, gamot, at 

vitamins, katuwang 

din ng mga doktor 

ang mga Disease Sur-

veillance O൶cers sa 
mga evacuation cen-

ter na nagsagawa ng 

(Aside from delivering 

health needs such as 

free checkups, med-

icines and vitamins, 

the doctors were also 

accompanied by Dis-

ease Surveillance O൶-

cers in the evacuation 

centers who conduct-

ed) Surveillance in 

Post-Extreme Emer-

gencies and Disasters 

(SPEED),” it said.

  “Layunin ng SPEED 

na malaman kung 

sino at ilan ang mga 

indibidwal na nakara-

ranas ng sintomas ng 

leptospirosis, dengue, 

Àu, at water-borne dis-

eases, at iba pang mga 

sakit (SPEED aims to 

determine who and 

how many individu-

als are experiencing 

symptoms of leptospi-

rosis, dengue, Àu and 
water-borne diseases, 

as well as other ill-

nesses),” it added.

  The SPEED per-

sonnel visited the 

Manggahan Fire Sta-

tion Evacuation Cen-

ter in Barangay Ba-

gumbayan, District 

3; basketball court 

in Barangay Project 

6, Apolonio Samson 

Multi-Purpose Hall; 

and the Sanville and 

Casanova Multi-Pur-

pose Hall in Barangay 

Culiat.

  Based on the lat-

est data from the QC 

government, the larg-

est number of evac-

uees was recorded in 

District 2, with 1,244 

families or 4,520 in-

dividuals, followed 

by District 5, with 654 

families or 2,373 indi-

viduals.

  Aside from the evac-

uation centers, com-

munity health workers 

are also going around 

to distribute post-ex-

posure prophylaxis 

against leptospirosis to 

a൵ected residents and 
to look for people with 

possible symptoms of 

leptospirosis and den-

gue.

   From Jan. 1 to Aug. 

6, the city government 

has recorded a total of 

139 leptospirosis cas-

es, including 18 deaths 

linked to the disease.

  Leptospirosis is 

caused by leptospi-

ra bacteria that can 

be spread through 

the urine of infected 

rats and contaminate 

Àoodwater.
  The city government 

advised residents who 

have waded through 

Àoodwater to go to 
the nearest health cen-

ter for a free checkup 

and assessment for 

post-exposure prophy-

laxis.

  Those who develop 

fever, body aches, red 

eyes, or other symp-

toms after exposure 

should immediately 

seek medical attention.

  QC health centers 

are open Monday to 

Friday, from 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m., and residents 

may also call QC 

Helpline 122 for emer-

gencies and immediate 

assistance. (PNA)

A kind man benefits himself, But the  
cruel person brings trouble on himself.

Proverbs 11:17

  MANILA – The 

Department of Ag-

riculture (DA) on 

Tuesday expressed its 

support for the coun-

try’s ¿rst-ever modern 
enoki mushroom facil-

ity in Silang, Cavite.

  The department is 

advancing its “import 

substitution” policy 

by supporting the in-

vestment of the Fili-

pino-owned and high-

ly automated enoki 

mushroom facility 

under Basic Necessity 

Inc.

  This is still in line 

with the directives of 

President Ferdinand 

R. Marcos Jr. to help 

boost investments in 

the agriculture sector, 

citing enoki mush-

room as one of the 

country’s export po-

tential commodities 

during his ¿fth State 
of the Nation Address.

  In a statement, DA 

Secretary Francisco 

Tiu Laurel Jr. under-

scored the need for lo-

cal expansion with the 

signi¿cant volume of 
domestic demand.

  For the domestic 

market alone, the Phil-

ippines has an annual 

enoki mushroom im-

port volume of more 

than 6,000 metric tons.

  “We have a large do-

mestic market that is 

still supplied by im-

ports. Once local de-

mand is met, we see 

opportunities to export 

to markets such as Sin-

gapore and the Middle 

East,” he said.

  In 2025, the Philip-

pines imported 6,536 

metric tons of fresh 

mushrooms, while im-

port dependence for 

formal commercial 

mushrooms stood at 

95 percent.

  For her part, Agricul-

DA backs investment in PH enoki 
mushroom facility in Cavite

ture Undersecretary 

for High-Value Crops 

Cheryl Marie Caballe-

ro said import substi-

tution through support 

in local enoki mush-

room production can 

boost wider economic 

opportunities and job 

generation.

  About 50 workers 

are expected to be em-

ployed while creating 

additional livelihood 

opportunities for farm-

ers supplying agricul-

tural biomass and oth-

er raw materials.

  “This is not just about 

producing mushrooms. 

It is about building 

a local industry that 

creates jobs, supports 

farmers supplying ag-

ricultural biomass, and 

transforms materials 

that previously had 

little economic value 

into productive in-

puts,” she said.

  About 5 tons of 

agrowastes from corn 

cobs and rice hulls 

are used per week as 

mushroom substrates.

  Besides this, the com-

pany’s investment also 

led to the a൵ordabil-
ity of the local enoki 

mushroom, which is 

now sold at PHP29.75 

at retail, much low-

er than the previous 

PHP80 per 200-gram 

level.

  To date, the Silang 

facility integrates con-

trolled-environment 

cultivation, process-

ing, packing, cold stor-

age and refrigerated 

distribution.

  Its production is 

distributed to super-

markets, restaurants, 

hotels, institutional 

buyers and online gro-

cery platforms, which 

improves freshness, 

food safety and prod-

uct traceability.

  Enoki mushroom, 

which has an emerg-

ing local popularity 

alongside its demand 

in Korean, Japanese, 

Chinese and hotpot 

cuisine, is considered 

to be a low-calorie, 

nutrient-dense food 

that seeks to help ad-

dress malnutrition and 

under nutrition.

Ube research
  The University of 

the Philippines Los 

Baños, meanwhile, has 

highlighted 10 pur-

ple yams which stood 

out of the 188 greater 

yams (Dioscorea ala-

ta) accessions from 

farms and gene banks 

nationwide.

  The institution has 

worked on the research 

as part of the country’s 

e൵orts to boost the 
ube industry amid its 

emerging global pres-

ence.

  Among the cited 

ones are Villasis 2 and 

Kinampay for their 

signi¿cant yield and 
Àavor, respectively.
  Villasis 2 is con-

sidered as the yield 

champion, which can 
(Back to p.3)
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Psalm 37:10-11

Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there.

But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace

PH in must-win duel vs Venezuela 
at FIVB Girls U17 worlds

  MANILA – The 

Philippines faces a 

must-win showdown 

with Venezuela at the 

close of pool play on 

Tuesday in the FIVB 

Volleyball Girls U17 

World Championship 

at Liceo Mixto San 

Felipe in Chile.
Sharina Rhyza Lleses (Volleyball World photo)

  World No. 6 Peru beat 

the Philippines, 26-28, 

25-22, 25-23, 25-20, 

last Monday to join 

China in the Round of 

16.

  The loss put Alas Pili-

pinas Girls in a precar-

ious situation to reach 

the knockout phase.

  Nahir Cueva Co-

aguila topscored for 

Peru with 19 points 

on 17 attacks and two 

blocks. Fernanda De 

Los Angeles Pinto 

Tellez added 16 points 

on 13 attacks and three 

aces, while Cielo Yam-

ileth Quispe Venegas 

had 10 points on nine 

attacks and a block.

  Sharina Rhyza Lleses 

led Alas Pilipinas 

with 18 points, all on 

attacks, followed by 

Caera Celis with 17 

points on 15 attacks 

and two aces, while 

Xyz Rayco scored 12 

on 10 attacks and two 

aces.

  China defeated Mex-

ico, 25-12, 25-15, 25-

17, to keep the top 

spot at 4-0, while Peru 

holds provisional sec-

ond with a 3-1 win-

loss record in Pool B. 

They face o൵ on Tues-

day.

  Venezuela and the 

Philippines both stand 

at 2-2, with the Vene-

zuelans occupying the 

No. 3 spot on seven 

points and the Alas 

Girls in fourth with six 

points. That gives Alas 

Pilipinas and Venezue-

la a shot at moving up 

the ladder and avoid-

ing the top team from 

Pool D.

  The top four from 

each six-team pool ad-

vance to the Round of 

16. Mexico is running 

¿fth with a 1-3 record 
and three points, but 

can still raise its total 

to six with a three- or 

four-set victory over 

Tunisia.

  For Alas Pilipinas 

Girls, a convincing 

victory over Venezu-

ela will vault them 

back up to No. 2. 

Even a ¿ve-set loss 
would yield one point 

and earn them a spot 

in the Round of 16. A 

three- or four-set de-

feat, coupled with a 

Mexico sweep of Tu-

nisia, would relegate 

the Philippines to the 

classi¿cation phase.
  Korea leads Pool D at 

4-0 followed by Italy 

at 3-1. Chinese Tai-

pei and Puerto Rico 

have similar 2-2 slates. 

(PNA)

   After providing toll-

free access for three (3) 

months, the Toll Reg-

ulatory Board (TRB) 

has approved the start 

of toll collection for 

the Cavite-Laguna Ex-

pressway (CALAX) 

Subsection 3, covering 

Silang (Aguinaldo) to 

Governor’s Drive in 

General Trias, e൵ec-

tive  August 9, 2026. 

  Since its opening on 

May 4, 2026, the new 

segment has provided 

free passage to almost 

9,000 motorists daily, 

o൵ering a more con-

venient and e൶cient 
travel option for res-

idents, workers, stu-

dents, and businesses 

in Cavite.

  The 7.88-kilometer 

CALAX Subsection 3 

was built to provide a 

faster alternative route 

for commuters and 

businesses, bypass-

ing heavily congest-

ed local roads along 

Cavite’s growing in-

dustrial and residential 

corridors.

  Starting August 

9, motorists using the 

CALAX Subsection 

3 from Silang (Agui-

naldo) Interchange to 

TRB approves toll collection for 
CALAX Subsection 3  

Governor’s Drive will 

be charged the follow-

ing rates: P35 for Class 

1, P70 for Class 2, and 

P106 for Class 3 vehi-

cles. 

  Meanwhile, the fol-

lowing toll rates will 

apply for motorists 

traveling from Gover-

nor’s Drive in General 

Trias, Cavite, and go-

ing straight to Green-

¿eld in Laguna: P117 
for Class 1, P234 for 

Class 2, and P351 for 

Class 3 vehicles. 

  The opening of CA-

LAX Subsection 3 

brings the operational 

length of CALAX to 

26 kilometers, start-

ing from the Green-

¿eld-Mamplasan En-

try in Biñan, Laguna. 

Once fully completed, 

the entire expressway 

network is projected 

to serve up to 65,000 

vehicles per day, 

strengthening regional 

connectivity and sup-

porting the movement 

of people, goods, and 

services across Cavite, 

Laguna, and Southern 

Metro Manila.

  CALAX is a vital 

infrastructure project 

designed to reduce 

travel time, ease tra൶c 
congestion on major 

local roads, and sup-

port economic growth 

in one of the country’s 

fastest-growing re-

gions.


