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Gov’t to impose P50/kg price

cap on imported rice

MANILA — President
Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. on Tuesday said he
will issue an execu-
tive order imposing a
PHP50 per kilogram
price cap on import-
ed well-milled rice, as
part of efforts to stabi-
lize food prices amid
global uncertainties.

“Ilalabas natin ang
Executive Order para
maipatupad na ito sa
lalong madaling pana-
hon (We will issue the
Executive Order so this
can be implemented
as soon as possible),”
Marcos said follow-
ing a meeting of the
Unified Package for

Livelihoods, Industry,
Food, and Transport
(UPLIFT) committee.
The move is in line
with the recommen-
dation of the Nation-
al Price Coordinat-
ing Council, which
1s tasked to monitor
and stabilize prices of
(Turn to p. 2)

DOE sets more measures
to ease impact of oil
supply issues

MANILA — The De-
partment of Energy
(DOE) is implement-
ing additional mea-
sures to help cushion
the impact of oil sup-
ply issues, including
the fast-tracking of net
metering application
processes.

DOE, in a news re-
lease Wednesday, said
distribution  utilities
(DUs) and electric co-
operatives (ECs) are
required to finish the
processing at their end
within 10 days, while
local government units
(LGUs) are required to
accomplish it within
three working days.

This is among the
programs in line with
issuance of Executive
Order (EO) No. 110,
which declared a state
of national energy
emergency due to the
ongoing conflict in the
Middle East, which
has hampered the tran-
sit of oil supply from
that region.

DOE said before the
issuance of EO 110,

“DUs and ECs had 20
working days to com-
plete the processing
of net metering ap-
plications, while the
prescribed period for
LGU approvals varied
per permit.”

Under the net me-
tering program of the
DOE, power consum-
ers with the capacity
to install their own
power sources, such as
solar panels, may do
so, and their surplus
power of up to 100
kilowatts (kW) may be
transferred to the grid
to boost supply in ex-
change for credits on
their monthly electric-
ity bill.

“Every unnecessary
delay in net metering
is a delay in savings
for Filipino consum-
ers,” Energy Secretary
Sharon Garin said.

“Under the directive
of President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr. through
Executive Order No.
110, we are pushing
faster, simpler, and
more responsive ap-

proval processes so
that more households
and businesses can
benefit from roof-
top solar, lower their
electricity bills, and
strengthen their resil-
ience against global
energy price shocks.”
Fuel station monitor-
ing

The DOE has also is-
sued special guidelines
for deputized agencies

in fuel station moni-
(Turn to p.2)
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Sufficient PUVs available ahead of expected
holy week rush, LTFRB assures

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna (PIA) — The
number of public util-
ity vehicles (PUVs)
operating across Cal-
abarzon remains suf-
ficient to meet current
passenger  demand,
according to the Land
Transportation Fran-
chising and Regula-
tory Board (LTFRB)
Calabarzon.

LTFRB Calabar-
zon regional director
Rudolph Dimas said

that while the agency
continues to receive
reports from various
transport  terminals,
passenger volume re-
mains at a “light to
moderate” level, al-
lowing existing PUVs
to adequately serve
commuters.

“As of now, reports
indicate that passen-
ger volume is still
light to moderate, and
the number of PUVs
currently operating is

sufficient to accommo-
date our passengers,”
Dimas said during the
Philippine Information
Agency’s Usapang
PIA radio program.
He noted, howev-
er, that the expected
surge of travelers has
yet to begin, with a
significant increase in
passenger traffic antic-
ipated by Wednesday
evening to Thursday
morning.
“We expect more pas-

sengers to arrive either
tomorrow or in the fol-
lowing days, as people
begin traveling to their

provinces,” he added.
To ensure continuous
and efficient transport
service, the LTFRB
Calabarzon is prepared
to deploy addition-
al units if necessary
assuring the public
that the agency stands
ready to issue special
permits to more PUVs
(Turn to p.2)
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should demand exceed
current capacity.

“In case passenger
volume increases sig-
nificantly and exceeds
the available units,
we are ready to issue
special permits to ad-
ditional PUVs to fill
in the gaps in various
routes,” he explained.

LTFRB Calabarzon
continues to closely
monitor both passen-
ger demand and ve-
hicle availability to
maintain a balance in

transport supply, en-
suring that commuters
will have safe, acces-
sible, and reliable op-
tions throughout the
Holy Week travel pe-
riod.

Commuters are also
advised to plan their
trips ahead and stay

updated with  an-
nouncements from
transport  authorities

as travel activity 1s ex-
pected to intensify in
the coming days. (AM/
PIA CALABARZON)

Batangas police ready for
tourist surge this Holy
Week, summer vacation

BATANGAS CITY
(PIA) — The Batan-
gas Police Provincial
Office (BPPO) has in-
tensified its efforts to
ensure the safe obser-
vance of Holy Week
and the summer vaca-
tion season.

In an interview, Col.
Marlon V. Rufo, Pro-
vincial Director of
BPPO, said they are
continuously  coordi-
nating with all Chiefs
of Police across the
province as they final-
ize the security plan
for Oplan SUMVAC
2026.

“We will deploy more
than 900 police per-
sonnel across all con-
vergence areas in the
province to ensure that
no untoward incidents
occur and that peace
and order are main-
tained,” Rufo said.

Areas with increased
police visibility in-
clude pilgrimage sites,
places of worship such
as churches, transport
terminals, major thor-
oughfares, commercial
areas, and the Batan-
gas Port.

The BPPO has also
coordinated with oth-
er agencies such as the
Bureau of Fire Protec-
tion (BFP), Philippine
Coast Guard (PCQ),
Armed Forces of the
Philippines (AFP),
and other government

agencies to strengthen
efforts in maintaining
peace and order in the
province.

Police personnel
have been placed on
alert starting March
27, with deployment
to convergence areas
beginning March 29,
in anticipation of the
influx of tourists and
travelers for the Holy
Week.

All Chiefs of Police in
cities and municipali-
ties are also intensify-
ing public information
campaigns to ensure
safety and prevent any
disturbances.

Rufo reminded the
public to follow safety
tips, especially when
leaving their homes,
such as regularly
checking vehicles for
a smooth trip and se-
curing their houses to
ensure belongings are
safe upon return.

He also advised the
public to avoid posting
their location on social
media to prevent at-
tracting criminals and
signaling that homes
are unattended.

Batangas remains one
of the top destinations
for tourists and dev-
otees due to its well-
known religious tour-
ism sites, including
Montemaria  Shrine,
the National Shrine of
Padre Pio, Taal Basil-
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toring and inspection
to ensure that these ac-
tivities are conducted
“in a disciplined, co-
ordinated, and orderly
manner.”

Among those tapped
by DOE for this pro-
gram are represen-
tatives of the LGUs,
the Philippine Nation-
al Police (PNP), the
National Electrifica-
tion  Administration
(NEA), and the Na-
tional Power Corpora-
tion (NPC).

“Under the Guide-
lines, deputized agen-
cies are directed to
coordinate closely
with the DOE in the
conduct of inspec-

tions, properly identify
themselves and clear-
ly communicate the
purpose of their visit,
observe fuel inventory
levels, daily sales, and
dispensing practices,
verify unusual or bulk
purchases when nec-
essary, and document
their observations for
submission to the DOE
for evaluation and ap-
propriate action,” the
DOE said.

The Energy depart-
ment said the guide-
lines also “recognize
the legitimate fuel re-
quirements of essen-
tial sectors, including
hospitals,  transport,
agriculture, telecom-

[GOV’T TO IMPOSE . ..FR.P.1 |

basic necessities and
prime commodities.

Marcos said prices
of key goods, includ-
ing rice, remain within
suggested retail price
levels, with the gov-
ernment continuing to
monitor around 205
commodities.

He added that author-
ities are coordinating
with  manufacturers
and retailers to defer
price increases.

“Patuloy tayong na-
kikipag-usap sa man-
ufacturer at retailer
na hindi sila magtaas
muna ng presyo hang-
gang sa susunod na
buwan (We continue
to engage manufac-
turers and retailers to
hold off price increas-
es until next month),”
he said.

The President also
announced the expan-
sion of the govern-
ment’s subsidized rice
program.

“Pinalalawak din ang

ica, the Immaculate
Conception Basilica,
and Lipa Cathedral.

In addition, the prov-
ince is also known for
its scenic beach resorts

P20 rice program...
umakyat na sa 2,000
tons dahil tumaas ang
demand (The P20 rice
program is being ex-
panded... supply has
increased to 2,000
tons due to higher de-
mand),” he said, noting
that 627 distribution
centers are now opera-
tional nationwide.

The measure comes
as the government
ramps up interventions
under the declared
national energy emer-
gency, triggered by the
impact of the Middle
East conflict on global
oil prices.

Under Execu-
tive Order No. 110,
the administration
is implementing a
whole-of-government
response through the
UPLIFT framework,
which includes food
security, transport
support and price sta-
bilization = measures.
(PNA)

located in San Juan,
Lobo, Batangas City,
Calatagan, Nasugbu,
Lian, and other areas.
(MPDC-PIA  Batan-

gas)

munications, and gov-
ernment services.”
Along with this move
is the tightening of
anti-hoarding policies
in the downstream oil
industry during a State
of National Energy
Emergency  (SNEE)
“to help ensure that
fuel remains available
and accessible to Fili-
pinos” and prevent any
artificial shortages.
Among the rules in the
anti-hoarding measure
are clear definitions
of prohibited acts and
hoarding indicators;
preventive measures,
such as temporary fuel
purchase limits when
necessary and tighter
regulation of contain-
er-based transactions;
enhanced monitoring
through the Emergen-
cy Petroleum Monitor-
ing System (EPMS) to
track inventory levels,
supply  movements,
and fuel distribution;
and defined enforce-

ment procedures, in-
cluding the issuance
of Show Cause Orders
and timelines for eval-
uation and case action.

DOE is also re-con-
vening the DOE-De-
partment of Justice
(DOJ) Task Force “to
receive and act on
reports of suspected

hoarding, determine
violations, and initiate
appropriate  adminis-

trative and criminal
actions under existing
laws,” the DOE said.

“These Guidelines
are meant to ensure
that petroleum prod-
ucts continue to move
where they are needed,
when they are needed,
and at a level that pro-
tects consumers, sup-
ports economic activi-
ty, and upholds public
order amid the impact
of the Middle East
conflict on global oil
markets,” Garin said.
(PNA)
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The Provincial Government of Cavite, led by Governor Francisco Gabri-
el "Abeng" Remulla, led the Ugnayan sa Barangay program recently, in
Maragondon to bring the local government closer to the people.

The event was attended by Maragondon Mayor Lawrence “Umbe” Arca,
members of the Sangguniang Bayan, and 8th District Board Member Jas-
mine Angelli Maligaya-Bautista, who expressed continued commitment
to serve and uplift all Cavitefios.

By bringing government closer to the people, the Provincial Government
of Cavite continues to foster collaboration with local leaders and commu-
nities, reaffirming its dedication to responsive public service and meaning-
ful development for all Cavitefios.--- OPIO

Mass Anti-Rabies Vaccination Conducted in Cavite in Celebration of

Rabies Awareness Month 2026

The Provincial Government of Cavite, through the Office of the Provin-
cial Veterinarian, joined the Nationwide Simultaneous Anti-Rabies Vacci-
nation Drive for Animals in celebration of Rabies Awareness Month 2026.
A mass anti-rabies vaccination activity was successfully conducted recent-
ly at the Osorio Animal Breeding Station in Trece Martires City, Cavite.

Anchored on this year’s theme, “Rabies-Free na Pusa’t Aso, Kaligtasan
ng Pamilyang Pilipino,” the activity aimed to strengthen public awareness
on responsible pet ownership and highlight the importance of protecting
pets and communities from rabies.

The activity provided free anti-rabies vaccination, deworming, and cas-
tration services to pets brought by residents from different localities in
Cavite. The initiative forms part of the province’s continuing efforts to
prevent and control rabies, a fatal but preventable disease that poses risks
to both animals and humans. By ensuring that pets are vaccinated and
properly cared for, the program promotes safer households and healthier
communities.

The Provincial Government of Cavite continues to encourage the pub-
lic to support rabies prevention programs and participate in activities that
promote animal welfare and the safety of every Filipino family.--- OP1O

Cavite Career Caravan Brings Job Opportunities to GMA Residents

The Provincial Government of Cavite through the Office of the Provincial Pub-
lic Employment Service Manager (OPPESM) successfully conducted Cavite
Career Caravan on March 11, 2026 at The Porta Mall in the Municipality of
General Mariano Alvarez (GMA), Cavite, providing employment opportunities
to hundreds of jobseekers in the area.

A total of 345 applicants registered during the activity, where 51 jobseekers
were hired on the spot, reflecting the strong partnership between the government
and private sector in addressing local employment needs.

The job fair gathered 52 participating companies, composed of 45 local compa-
nies and 7 overseas recruitment agencies, offering a combined total of 9,418 job
vacancies for various positions across different industries.

Through initiatives like the Cavite Career Caravan, the Provincial Government
continues to strengthen its commitment to generating employment opportunities
and improving the livelihood of Cavitefios by bringing job prospects closer to the
community.--- OPIO

, N
PGC Conducts Medical and Dental Mission for Residents of Brgy.
Pinagtipunan

More than 400 residents of Brgy. Pinagtipunan in Gen. Trias City ben-
efited from a medical and dental mission conducted recently through the
efforts of the Provincial Government of Cavite, led by the Office of the
Provincial Governor (OPG) and the Office of the Provincial Health Officer
(OPHO).

A total of 419 residents received free medical consultations including
electrocardiogram (ECG) tests for cardiac assessment. Dental services
were also provided, with tooth extraction procedures, and pre-dental
screenings (PDS).

The mission was carried out in collaboration with AMIGA District Hos-
pital, Naic Medicare, and the Rural Health Unit of General Trias City
(RHU), with the assistance of Barangay Health Workers (BHWs) who
helped facilitate the activity.

Present during the mission were 6th District Board Member Kerby Sala-
zar, City Councilor Kyle Salazar, and Brgy. Captain Sonny Dulce, who
expressed support for initiatives that bring essential healthcare services
closer to the community.

The activity reflects the continued commitment of the Provincial Gov-
ernment of Cavite to promote accessible healthcare services and improve
the well-being of Cavitefios through community-based medical outreach
programs.--- OPIO
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DA: Fertilizer supply stable, pushes
biofertilizers use amid ME crisis

MANILA — Depart-
ment of Agriculture
(DA) Secretary Fran-
cisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
has assured that fer-
tilizer supply in the
country remains sta-
ble despite escalating
tensions in the Middle
East, as the agency
ramps up the use of
alternative sources to
cushion the impact of
rising global prices.

In a news release
Wednesday, Tiu Lau-
rel said the country’s
exposure to supply
disruptions is limited
but noted that higher
oil and freight costs
are expected to drive
up fertilizer prices
following  tensions
affecting key trade
routes such as the
Strait of Hormuz.

“I reviewed all the
figures on  where
our fertilizer comes
from... supply is not
the issue —it’s really
the price,” he said.

He added that to
cushion the impact,
the DA is now prior-
itizing  alternatives
to reduce reliance on
imported and inor-
ganic fertilizers and
advance the broader
goal of sustainable,
food-secure agricul-
ture by boosting farm
yields.

During his visit to
the Agri Specialists
Inc. facility in Santa
Rosa, Laguna with
Senator Francis Pan-
gilinan on Tuesday,
Tiu-Laurel highlight-
ed locally produced
biofertilizers.

He said the prod-
uct, developed by
researchers from the
University of the Phil-
ippines Los Bafios
National Institute of
Molecular ~ Biology
and Biotechnology,
can replace up to two
50-kilogram bags of
urea fertilizer per ki-
logram.

“Akilo of the biofer-
tilizer, based on com-

pany estimates, could
replace two 50-kilo
bags of wurea-based
fertilizer. Each kilo-
gram costs PHP750
—roughly a third of
the current price of
around PHP2,500 of
a single bag of com-
plete 14-14-14 fertil-
izer,” he said.

Tiu-Laurel said the
DA has been pro-
moting biofertilizers,
liquid fertilizers, and
soil ameliorants even
before the US and Is-
rael airstrike on Iran
in February 2026,
which pushed oil pric-
es higher as it height-
ened concerns over
global supply chains.

Data show that only
about 20 percent of
the country’s 713,000
metric tons of import-
ed urea-based fertiliz-
ers in 2025 came from
Qatar and Saudi Ara-
bia.

He said the bulk of
supplies was sourced
from Asian countries
such as Indonesia,
Brunei, Malaysia,
China, and Vietnam.

Meanwhile, imports
of ammonium sulfate
fertilizers were entire-
ly from China and Ja-
pan, further reducing
dependence on Mid-
dle Eastern routes.

However, despite
stable supply, the DA
estimates that higher
fertilizer and transport
costs could push food
prices up by PHP2 to
PHPS per kilogram,
with rice expected to
be the most affected
due to its heavy fertil-
izer requirements.

The DA said field tri-
als indicate that farm-
ers can cut urea use
by half or more with-
out sacrificing yields,
helping offset rising
input costs.

“If you used to apply
10 sacks of urea, you
might now be able to
use only half or even
just three,” Tiu-Laurel
said, citing successful

trials using bio-based
and  nanotechnolo-
gy-driven solutions.

Meanwhile, Pan-
gilinan said the en-
ergy crisis caused by
the ongoing conflict
in the Middle East
could also threaten
the country’s food
security if left unad-
dressed, particular-
ly given its impact
on fertilizer supply,
noting that the DA’s
budget was already
insufficient before the
crisis.

Given the situation,
Pangilinan called for
a review of the 2026
national budget, add-
ing that senators are
prepared to pass a
supplemental budget
if necessary.

Tiu Laurel assured
that the government
will continue scaling
up alternative inputs
and other interven-
tions to help stabilize
production and pro-
tect consumers from
sharper price increas-
es amid the ongoing
Middle East crisis.
(PNA)

Batangas drivers find relief

in DSWD’s

LIPA CITY, Batangas
(PIA) — Public utility
vehicle (PUV) drivers in
Batangas Province are
looking forward to eas-
ier access to the govern-
ment as the Department
of Social Welfare and
Development (DSWD)
CALABARZON opened
its office.

During the distribution
of fuel subsidy for PUV
drivers last March 26,
tricycle driver Roberto
Restor said the govern-
ment aid is a big help
amid the rising oil pric-
es. With routes plying
all over the city, the Lipa
City Tricycle Operators
Association (TODA) opt-
ed not to increase their
fares as the riding public
reels in the effect of oil
prices to the price of ba-
sic goods.

“Malaking bagay ‘yung
pagtaas ng presyo ng
langis sa amin dahil hin-
di naman kami pwedeng
humingi ng dagdag pa-
sahe sa mga pasahero
namin dahil nakakaawa
naman ang mga ma-
nanakay natin. Malaking
bagay po ito sa katulad
naming tricycle driver.”

Without additional
wages, Restor and the
other drivers who have
tightened their belts are
thankful to the assistance
the government provides

to transport groups.
“Maraming salamat po
sa ating pangulo dahil
nabigyan kami ng gan-
itong opportunidad at
tulong. Kami ay nagpa-
pasalamat nang malaki
sa ating pangulo. Sana
ay magpatuloy pa ang
pagtulong ng ating pan-
gulo sa ating maliliit na
transport group.:
Arcadio Masigna of
the SM Lipa City TODA
was also among the local
tricycle drivers who re-
ceived the Php 5,000 fuel
subsidy from DSWD.
Masigna said the gov-
ernment aid will help
their family buy their
daily needs amid the ris-
ing oil prices.
“Nakakatulong po iyon
para pandagdag pambili
ng gasolina, lalo na sa
pagbili ng pagkain at sa
ibang pangailangan. Sa

uel subsidy

y €

ngayon, kahit paano po
ay nakakatulong ito.”

The increasing oil pric-
es, fueled by the con-
flicts in the Middle East
and other oil-supplying
nations, has also affected
the price of basic goods.
Restor and Masign ex-
pressed hopes that as the
government continues to
reel in the effects of fluc-
tuating oil prices world-
wide, help will continue
to pour in for the trans-
portation sector.

“Sana ay itutuloy lang
po ang tulong sa mahi-
hirap at sa mga drayber
dahil sa pamasahe at taas
ng presyo ng gasolina at
bilihin. Sana ay magpat-
uloy pa ang pagtulong
ng ating Pangulo [Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr.] sa ating
maliliit na transport
group.” (PB-PIA CAL-
ABARZON)

Filipinos urged to espouse
compassion, unity during Holy Week

MANILA - Govern-
ment officials on Holy
Wednesday called on
Filipinos to embrace
compassion, unity and
reflection amid the
observation of Holy
Week.

Office of the Pres-
idential Adviser on
Peace, Reconciliation
and Unity Secretary
Carlito Galvez Jr.
urged the public to ex-
tend support to vulner-
able members of their
communities  during
the Lenten season.

“In this holy season,
let us stand in soli-
darity with those who
are struggling, as we
extend a helping hand
to others in need. May
our words and actions

reflect not only our
faith in God, but also
our shared resolve to
uplift one another as
followers of Christ,”
he said in a statement.

With the Lenten sea-
son underway, Galvez
also encouraged Fil-
ipinos to pause and
reflect on the signifi-
cance of faith and sac-
rifice.

Amid ongoing chal-
lenges, he underscored
the importance of hope
and collective action.

“Even in the face of
difficulties, let us re-
member there is al-
ways hope. Let us all
stand in solidarity and
work together to bring
healing, unity, and
lasting peace to our

nation,” Galvez said.

National Task Force
to End Local Commu-
nist Armed Conflict
executive director Un-
dersecretary  Ernesto
Torres Jr. echoed the
call, urging Filipinos
to reject division and
embrace  reconcilia-
tion.

“Peace is not built
on violence or false
promises — it is built
on justice, respect for
human dignity, and
the collective resolve
to protect our com-
munities. We remem-
ber those who have
suffered from conflict
— families torn apart,
lives misled, com-
munities deprived of
peace. Their stories

remind us: peace is not
an option, it is a moral
imperative,” he added.

Torres also encour-
aged citizens to active-
ly promote peace in
their daily lives.

“As one nation, let
us choose dialogue
over division, compas-
sion over hatred, and
nation-building over
destruction,” he said.
(PNA)
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PHIVOLCS, foreign scientists conduct joint
research on Laguna’s ancient volcanic lakes

SAN PABLO CITY,
Laguna (PIA) — The
Philippine  Institute
of Volcanology and
Seismology (PHI-
VOLCS-DOST) led
a joint research work-
shop on some of the
country’s volcanic
lakes in San Pablo
City, Laguna, aimed
at discussing the latest
advances in volcanic
lake research, enhanc-
ing hazard assessment,
and improving famil-
iarity with monitoring
techniques.

In partnership with the
Geological Society of
the Philippines (GSP)
and the City Govern-
ment of San Pablo,
Laguna, the 12th In-
ternational ~ Associa-
tion of Volcanology
and Chemistry of the
Earth’s Interior (IAV-
CEI) Commission on
Volcanic Lakes (CVL)
Workshop  (CVL12)
was conducted in this
city from March 16 to
17, 2026.

Scientists from Ita-
ly, France, Chile, El
Salvador, the United
States, and Indone-
sia joined their Fili-
pino counterparts in
studying the unique
characteristics of Pan-
din Lake and Mojicap
Lake, two of the city’s
seven crater lakes or
maars.

During the workshop,
researchers  collect-
ed water samples for
scientific analysis to
better understand the
lakes’ physical and
chemical properties.

According to Dr.
Raymond Maximo of
PHIVOLCS-DOST,
the international work-
shop examined the
characteristics and
chemical composition
of the lake waters. He
explained that by an-
alyzing the collected
samples, scientists aim
to gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the cur-
rent condition of the
volcanic lakes and the

natural processes that
influence them.

“We want to study
that because there are
times when fish kills
occur in these lakes.
We will look into the
reasons for those fish
kills and also check
if there are gases ris-
ing from beneath the
lake,” Maximo said.

The agency empha-
sized the importance
of connecting local
and international ex-
perts to strengthen
monitoring, improve
communication, and
enhance community
readiness for volcanic
hazards, with the goal
of ultimately helping
to protect lives and
livelihoods.

For the participating
international  scien-
tists, the research car-
ries significance be-
yond academic study.
Dr. Rebecca Biagi, a
scientist from the Uni-
versity of Florence
in Italy, emphasized
that the results of their
analysis could help lo-
cal communities better
understand the con-
dition of their lakes
and the importance of
protecting them, as the
country remains vul-
nerable to the effects
of climate change.

“I am here in San Pab-
lo to study the fluxes
of carbon dioxide and
methane from volca-
nic lakes. It is a very
interesting  research
because it allows us
to monitor the activity
state of volcanoes and
also have a quantifica-

tion of the emissions
of these greenhouse
gases, so it is very
important for climate
change purposes.”

The workshop not
only showcased in-
ternational  scientific
collaboration but also
strengthened environ-
mental awareness in
San Pablo City’s lakes
which now serve as
vital ecosystems that
support  biodiversity,
tourism, and the live-
lihoods of local com-
munities.

San Pablo City May-
or Arcadio Gapanga-
da Jr. expressed his
appreciation for the
presence of scientists
in the city, noting that
the protection and
preservation of the
city’s seven lakes is
one of the local gov-
ernment’s key envi-
ronmental priorities.

“As scientists con-
tinue to analyze the
samples they collect-
ed, their findings are
expected to provide
valuable insights that
will help safeguard
San Pablo’s volcanic
lakes for future gen-
erations,” the mayor
emphasized.

PHIVOLCS is opti-
mistic that the work-
shop fostered stronger
international  collab-
oration and scientific
partnerships to better
understand and mon-
itor volcanic hazards,
and to help build saf-
er, more resilient com-
munities worldwide.

Aside from their re-
search in Laguna, par-

FDA: Beware of cheap,
uncertified anti-rabies shots

MANILA —The Food

and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) on Tues-
day warned the public
against a large-scale
syndicate distributing
counterfeit and com-
promised anti-rabies
vaccines  following
a major enforcement
operation in Taguig
City.

FDA spokesperson
Khay Ann Magun-
dayao-Borlado  said
while the apprehended
suspects claimed their
products were legit-
imate, investigators
discovered an illegal
repacking and relabel-
ing facility.

“Nakita natin na
sila ay nagre-repack,
sila ay nagre-relabel,
meaning binabago po
nila yung mga label,
yung mga stickers nito
(We observed they en-
gaged in repacking and
relabeling activities,
where original prod-
uct labels and stick-
ers were being sys-
tematically altered),”
Magundayao-Borlado
said in a Bagong Pil-
ipinas Ngayon inter-
view.

The FDA noted that
even if the vaccines
originated from legit-
imate sources abroad,
their potency was se-
verely compromised
due to lack of proper
cold chain manage-
ment.

The facility lacked
medical-grade “biore-
frigerators” necessary
to maintain a constant
temperature of 2°C to
8°C.
ticipants also took part
in scientific sessions in
Clark, Pampanga, and
workshops at the Pi-
natubo Volcano Crater
Lake via Capas, Tar-
lac. (CH/PIA-Laguna;
with reports from San
Pablo City Informa-
tion Office)

“Napaka-delikado
po kasi alam naman
natin na kapag hindi
po epektibo ang mga
bakunang in-inject for
anti-rabies, maaari din
po itong magdulot ng
death (It is extreme-
ly dangerous because
we know that if the
anti-rabies  vaccines
injected are not effec-
tive, it can also lead to
death),” she said.

“Kung sabihin na na-
tin na malakas ang im-
mune system, pwede
din magkaroon ng
mga allergic reactions
(Even if we say that
the immune system is
strong, allergic reac-
tions can still occur).”

Magundayao-Bor-
lado described the
Taguig raid as a “big
catch,” targeting a sig-
nificant syndicate that
smuggled the vaccines
by hiding them among
licensed products to
evade detection.

The suspects are fac-
ing criminal charges
for violating Republic
Act (RA) 8203 (Spe-
cial Law on Counter-
feit Drugs) and RA
9711 (Food and Drug
Administration Act of
2009).

The FDA is current-
ly conducting fol-
low-up operations and
product tracing using
seized generic distri-
bution lists to identify
individuals who may
have already been in-
oculated with the com-
promised vaccines.
Public  safety
minders

To ensure the legit-

re-

imacy of anti-rabies
shots, the FDA advised
the public and health
facilities to:

* Verify via portal:
Check the product’s
registration and batch
number through verifi-
cation.fda.gov.ph;

* Seek certified cen-
ters: Only visit Depart-
ment of Health-certi-
fied treatment centers
and facilities with a
valid License to Op-
erate (LTO) from the
FDA;

* Inspect storage: En-
sure the facility uses
medical-grade  biore-
frigerators rather than
household units, which
are prone to tempera-
ture fluctuations; and

* Beware of cheap pric-
es: Exercise caution if
the vaccine is offered at
an unusually low price.

Magundayao-Borlado
urged those who have
recently received an-
ti-rabies vaccinations
to monitor for adverse
effects, such as rashes
or unusual allergic re-
actions, and to report
them immediately to
the nearest health fa-
cility.

“Tayo po ay nag-aabi-
so sa publiko, maging
mapagmatyag. Alamin
po natin kung ito ay
naka-flag sa ating mga
public advisories (We
are advising the public
to remain vigilant. Let
us check if these [prod-
ucts or entities] have
been flagged in our
public  advisories),”
she said. (PNA)

Better is a piece of dry
bread where there is
peace Than a house full
of feasting along with
quarreling.

Proverbs 17: 1
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China rules Asian track
cycling in Tagaytay

MANILA — China
dominated the medal
tally with 18 gold, 10
silver, and one bronze
medal at the 45th Asian
Cycling Confederation
(ACC) Track Cycling
Championships  and
the 14th Asian Para
Track Cycling Cham-
pionships, which con-
cluded Tuesday night
at the Tagaytay CT Ve-
lodrome.

Japan finished sec-
ond with 7 gold, 7
silver, and 10 bronze
medals, followed by
South Korea (5-9-7),
Kazakhstan  (4-5-2),
and Chinese Taipei (3-
4-5). Notably, Japan’s
riders used track bikes
reportedly worth PHP7
million each.

Hong Kong, China,
and Uzbekistan se-
cured three gold med-
als each, while Ma-
laysia collected two.
India and Singapore
each earned one silver
medal, and Indonesia
took home two bronze
medals.

Uzbekistan domi-
nated the para cycling
competition with 17
gold, 10 silver, and
seven bronze medals.
Malaysia placed sec-
ond (9-6-2), followed
by South Korea (9-1-
3), Japan (7-2-3), and
the United Arab Emir-
ates (3-5-2).

Asian Cycling Con-
federation (ACCO)
president Dat6 Am-
arjit Singh praised
Tagaytay City and

CYCLING TILT. PhilCycling president Abra-
ham “Bambol” Tolentino awards medals to
winners from Kazakhstan during the 45th
Asian Cycling Confederation (ACC) Track Cy-
cling Championships and the 14th Asian Para
Track Cycling Championships, which conclud-
ed Tuesday (March 31, 2026) at the Tagaytay
CT Velodrome in Cavite. China topped the
medal tally with 18 gold, 10 silver, and one
bronze medal. (PhilCycling photo)

PhilCycling president
Abraham  “Bambol”
Tolentino for success-
fully hosting the event.

Athletes, coaches,
and team managers
also commended both
the organization of the
championships and the
city’s hospitality.

“The Philippines,
specifically the Tagay-
tay CT Velodrome,
now has its own niche
on the global track cy-
cling map,” Tolentino
said in a news release
on Wednesday.

Barely a year after its
inauguration in June
last year, the Tagaytay
CT Velodrome has al-
ready made a signifi-
cant mark on the inter-
national cycling scene
by hosting the Asian
championships, which
featured nearly 600
world-class  athletes

from 16 nations.

“We are now in the
company of global
destinations for com-
petitions and training
in the track cycling
community. The next
big step is to sustain
the momentum—not
only in hosting inter-
national events but
also in fully develop-
ing our own track cy-
clists,” said Tolentino,
who also serves as
president of the Phil-
ippine Olympic Com-
mittee.

He tempered expecta-
tions by noting that the
country’s track cycling
program is “‘starting
from scratch,” but
emphasized that the
championships are ex-
pected to spark greater
interest in the disci-
pline among athletes,
the public, and spon-

Junior PH Golf Tour Kicks off
April 6 in Batangas

MANILA — The coun-
try’s top and rising
young players are set
to join the Junior Phil-
ippine Golf Tour, fea-
turing the same two-se-
ries format for Luzon
and Visayas-Mindanao
contenders.

All eyes are set on
the prestigious North
vs. South Elite Junior
Finals later this year,
where the best of each
region will once again
battle for supremacy.

To maximize participa-
tion and performance,
the organizing Pilipi-
nas Golf Tournaments,
Inc. has scheduled the
competition during the
summer months. The
adjustment allows stu-
dent-athletes to fully
commit to competition
without the burden of
missing school —a ma-
jor challenge in pre-
vious editions when
tournaments were held
during the academic
year.

The shift also address-
es persistent weather
concerns. Last year,
several legs were dis-
rupted or postponed
due to the rainy season,
affecting  momentum

SOrS.
“It has been 31
years since the Philip-
pines last hosted this
event—1995 at the
now-defunct Amoran-
to Velodrome and now
in 2026 at the Tagay-
tay CT Velodrome. It’s
historic,”  Tolentino
said, thanking the Phil-
ippine  Sports Com-
mission, MVP Sports
Foundation, Sports
Plus PH, Toyota, and
Peak for their support.
Tolentino highlighted
the bronze medal won
by Patrick Gerard Lee
in the para men’s elite
scratch race and the
new national record
set by Zedrick Ivan
Honorica in the flying
200 meters as signs of
a promising future for
Philippine track cy-
cling.
“Yes, a Filipino rider
can compete in track

YOUNG TALENTS. Patrick Tambalque and Ga-
briela Sison won the 15-18 category of the ICT-
SI Junior Philippine Golf Tour (PGT) Series at
the Riviera Golf Club, Inc. in Silang, Cavite last
vear. The 2026 Tour will kick off with the Luzon
leg on April 6 to 8 at Mt. Malarayat in Lipa City,
Batangas. (Contributed photo)

and overall scheduling.

The dual-series format
kicks off simultaneous-
ly, with the Luzon leg
opening April 6 to 8 at
Mt. Malarayat in Lipa
City, Batangas, while
the Visayas-Mindanao
campaign begins April
8 to 10 at Mactan Island
in Cebu.

The Vis-Min series
continues from April
13 to 15 at Alta Vista
in Cebu, while Luzon
players head to Sum-
mit Point in Lipa from
April 14 to 16.

The Tour then moves
north to Baguio, with
John Hay Golf Club
hosting the third Luzon
leg from April 28 to
30, as Vis-Min players
compete at Del Monte
in Bukidnon from April
29 to May 1.

Subsequent stops in-
clude Sherwood Hills
in Cavite (May 4 to 6)
and Pueblo de Oro in
Cagayan de Oro (May 5
to 7), followed by Riv-

cycling,”  Tolentino
said, adding that both
athletes received cash
incentives.

When asked about the
future of the Tagaytay
CT Velodrome, Tolen-
tino said: “There’s a
long list—from com-
pleting track equip-
ment to regularly host-
ing local, national,
inter-club, and interna-
tional championships.
This was a dream that
became reality, and we
will continue to build
onit.” (PNA)

iera and Bacolod.

The final eliminations
will be held at Eagle
Ridge for Luzon and
Negros Occidental for
Vis-Min.

Each series features
six legs played across
premier championship
courses, offering young
golfers a true test of
skill, consistency and
mental toughness.

The JPGT is open to
players aged 7 to 18 and
follows a stroke play
format for both boys
and girls. Competitions
in the 7-10 and 11-14
divisions will be con-
tested over 36 holes,
while the premier 15-18
category will be played
over 54 holes.

Participants may com-
pete in only one region-
al series, choosing ei-
ther where they reside
or were born. Points
are awarded to the top
eight finishers in each
division per leg, with
trophies given to the
top three.

As the race toward the
North vs. South Finals
intensifies, players can
join multiple legs, but
only their best three re-
sults will count toward
their final ranking, pro-
vided they compete in
at least three tourna-
ments.

At stake are coveted
spots in the Elite Ju-
nior Finals set for Sept.
15 to 18 at The Coun-
try Club, where the top
four players in each age
category from both Lu-
zon and Vis-Min will
face off. The North won
last year’s title. (PNA)



