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VOLCANO
UNREST
  MANILA – The lev-

el of unrest in Mayon 

Volcano has increased, 

particularly at its sum-

mit or surface level, 

the Philippine Institute 

of Volcanology and 

Seismology (Phivolcs) 

reported on Tuesday.

  In an interview with 

the Philippine News 

Agency, Phivolcs Di-

rector Teresito Bacol-

col said the near-dou-

bling of rockfall 

events—from 44 re-

corded between Jan. 

4 and 5 to 85 between 

Jan. 5 and 6—indi-

cates increasing insta-

bility at the volcano’s 

summit, a condition 

LEVATED UNREST. Incandescent rockfall shed from the summit lava 
dome of Mayon Volcano at 10:46 p.m. Monday (Jan. 5, 2026). Alert 
Level 2 prevails, and entry into the six-km permanent danger zone must 
be prohibited. (Screenshot from Phivolcs video)

commonly associat-

ed with magma rising 

from below.

  The Phivolcs record-

ed incandescent rock-

fall from the summit 

lava dome on Monday 

night.

  An incandescent 

rockfall involves hot 

material that appears 

glowing, especially at 

night. This indicates 

that the rocks came 

from the hot portions 

of the summit lava 

dome or from newly 

exposed volcanic ma-

terial.

  On the other hand, 

an ordinary rockfall 

refers to the collapse 

or rolling of rock frag-

ments from steep parts 

of the volcano due to 

gravity or instability.

  Bacolcol said this 

could happen when 

the material is already 

cool and does not nec-

essarily involve heat 

from magma.

  In terms of implica-

tions, ordinary rock-

falls mainly indicate 

mechanical or struc-

tural instability, while 

incandescent rockfalls 

could signify the pres-

ence of heat and pres-

surized material near 

the summit, pointing 

to active magmatic in-

fluence.
  Bacolcol said the 

earlier rockfall events 

could include incan-

descent rockfalls. 

However, most of 

these have occurred 

during daytime, thus, 

personnel could not 

clearly see whether 

these were incandes-

cent.Pag-IBIG: 3% loan rate amid higher 
socialized housing price caps

  MANILA – The 

government approved 

higher price ceilings 

for socialized subdi-

vision and condomini-

um projects, while 

the Pag-IBIG Fund 

continues to offer sub-

sidized housing loan 

rates under the Ex-

panded Pambansang 

Pabahay para sa Pili-

pino (4PH) Program.

  In a news release on 

Tuesday, the state-

run housing finance 

agency said the updat-

ed price ceilings are 

meant to reflect cur-
rent construction cost 

conditions and enable 

developers to deliv-

er improved housing 

quality and safer stan-

dards.

  The new price ceil-

ings were issued un-

der the implementing 

rules and regulations 

(IRR) of the Depart-

ment of Human Settle-

ments and Urban De-

velopment (DHSUD) 

and the Department of 

Economy, Planning, 

and Development 

(DEPDev) Joint Mem-

orandum Circular No. 

2025-001.

  “Under President Fer-

dinand R. Marcos Jr.’s 

housing agenda, our 

goal is clear. Filipino 

workers should have 

access to homes that 

are safe, decent and 

built to last, and that 

remain within their 

reach,” DHSUD Sec-

retary Jose Ramon 

Aliling said.

  Aliling noted that 

updating the price 

ceilings aligns project 

prices with prevail-

ing costs, allowing 

developers to sustain 

construction while 

improving the quality 

of socialized housing 

units.

  He said it strengthens 

the housing industry’s 

capacity to deliver 

homes at scale while 

keeping affordability 
at the core of the Ex-

panded 4PH program.

  Under the IRR, the 

maximum selling price 

for socialized house 

and lot units was raised 

to PHP844,440 for a 

  MANILA – The Sus-

tainable Livelihood 

Program (SLP), one 

of the core develop-

ment initiatives of the 

Department of So-

cial Welfare and De-

velopment (DSWD), 

has provided liveli-

hood opportunities to 

235,074 beneficiaries 
as of Nov. 30, 2025.

  The program helps 

provide livelihood 

opportunities to qual-

ified vulnerable and 
disadvantaged sec-

tors in Philippine so-

ciety, supporting the 

DSWD’s mandate to 

bring development 

to those who need it 

most.

  “The Sustainable 

Livelihood Program 

(SLP) is among the 

primary programs of 

the department, ad-

dressing its mandate 

to provide develop-

ment, hindi lang puro 

welfare or ayuda (not 

just welfare or assis-

tance),” Assistant Sec-

retary Irene Dumlao 
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  "They will just appear 

as black or ordinary 

rocks falling. There 

were likely rockfall 

events at night as well, 

but these may not have 

been observed as in-

candescent because 

the summit was cov-

ered by clouds," Ba-

colcol explained.

  "The recent rockfall 

events were clearly 

observed as incan-

descent rockfall since 

they occurred at night. 

"This suggests that 

some of the earlier 

rockfall events may 

also have involved hot 

material."

  At present, even 

though Mayon Vol-

cano's seismicity re-

mains low, the increas-

ing trend in rockfalls, 

along with deforma-

tion, indicates elevated 

unrest, Bacolcol point-

ed out.

  Mayon Volcano is 

under Alert Level 2, 

and entry into the six-

km permanent danger 

zone (PDZ) is strictly 

prohibited.

  "For those residing 

inside the PDZ, be 

ready to evacuate im-

mediately if the alert 

level is raised to Alert 

Level 3," the Phivolcs 

chief said.

  He also advised the 

public to rely only 

on official advisories 
from the Phivolcs 

and local government 

units. (PNA)

minimum unit size of 

24 to 26 square me-

ters, and PHP950,000 

for units measuring 

27 square meters and 

above.

  For socialized condo-

minium projects, price 

ceilings were likewise 

adjusted based on 

building classification 
and unit size, with 

maximum selling pric-

es set at up to PHP1.8 

million for projects 

above five floors with 
unit sizes of 27 square 

meters and above.

  For eligible socialized 

condominium projects 

in the National Capital 

Region and other high-

ly urbanized cities, the 

IRR allows additional 

charges based on the 

zonal value of up to 

PHP200,000, bringing 

the allowable maxi-

mum selling price for 

select categories to as 

high as PHP2 million.

  Pag-IBIG Fund 

Chief Executive Of-

ficer Marilene Acos-

ta said the Fund will 

continue to support 

the Expanded 4PH by 

maintaining affordable 
housing loan terms for 

qualified members, in 
line with the Marcos 

administration’s thrust 

to expand access to 

homeownership.

“Our strong fiscal po-

sition allows us to 

continue offering sub-

sidized rates under 

the Expanded 4PH so 

our members can tru-

ly achieve their dream 

of owning a home,” 

Acosta said.

  She added that Pag-

IBIG Fund will work 

closely with housing 

stakeholders, includ-

ing partner develop-

ers, to help accelerate 

housing unit produc-

tion and loan takeouts 

under the program.

  Under the Pag-IBIG 

Housing Loan for the 

Expanded 4PH, qual-

ified members may 
avail of loans at a sub-

sidized interest rate of 

three percent for the 

first five years, extend-

ible for another five 
years for eligible bor-

rowers.

This translates to 

monthly amortizations 

of about PHP4,005 

for house and lot 

units priced up to 

PHP950,000, and 

around PHP8,432 for 

condominium units 

priced up to PHP2 

million.

  Through Pag-IBIG 

Fund’s “Early Bird” 

promotion, the first 
30,000 qualified bor-
rowers may enjoy the 

subsidized three-per-

cent interest rate for 

the first 10 years of 
their housing loan. 

(PNA)

said in a statement on 

Tuesday.

  “Ang SLP ang mat-

ibay nating programa 

na nagsusuporta sa 

ating kagustuhang 

mabigyan ng devel-

opment opportunities 

ang ating mga kaba-

bayang nasa sektor na 

vulnerable (The SLP 

is a solid program that 

supports our desire to 

bring development 

opportunities to the 

vulnerable sectors of 

society).”

  Dumlao said the SLP 

provides two primary 

tracks for beneficia-

ries, such as the Mi-

croenterprise Devel-

opment (MD) track, 

which supports the 

start-up and growth of 

small businesses.

  Last yvcgear, 200,704 

beneficiaries were 
served under the path-

way.

  bvhThe second path-

way is the Employ-

ment Facilitation (EF) 

track, wherein bene-

ficiaries are provided 
with training and the 

necessary logistical 

assistance to help find 
jobs.

  With the two tracks, 

the SLP is implement-

ed in strategic phases 

to ensure that benefi-

ciaries are prepared for 

long-term livelihood 

assistance and are not 

given just a token one-

time aid.

  The five-year Live-

lihood Sustainability 

Plan is a five-phase 
approach that aims to 

provide a ladderized 

and systematic series 

of interventions for 

program participants 

toward resilient liveli-

hood activities.

  This approach begins 

with “Punla/Seeding,” 

wherein program par-

ticipants are capaci-

tated with basic skills 

and knowledge in 

business management 

and building rapport in 

workplaces.

  This is followed by 

“Usbong/Sprout” and 

“ S i b o l / B u d d i n g , ” 

which are focused on 

close provision of ca-

pacity-building and 

partnership linkages.

  In the last phase of 

the strategic approach, 

“Yabong/Fruition” and 

“Ani/Harvesting,” the 

program participants 

are expected to man-

age their projects with 

minimal assistance.

  “The five-phase ap-

proach is also import-

ant to us, as livelihood 

beneficiaries are con-

tinuously monitored 

and provided with 

technical assistance 

so that we ensure that 

their livelihood proj-

ects become sustain-

able. Hindi po natin 

sila iniiwan pag nai-

bigay na ang assis-

tance. Patuloy po ang 

ating pag-monitor sa 

kanila (We don’t leave 

them upon the provi-

sion of assistance. We 

continue to monitor 

them),” Dumlao said. 

(PNA)

Gatchalian: Gov’t workers’ 
bonuses, pensions intact 

in 2026 budget
  MANILA – Senate 
Committee on Finance 
Chairperson Sherwin 
Gatchalian on Tuesday 
clarified that bonus-
es, personnel benefits, 
and pensions of gov-
ernment workers were 
not reduced under the 
2026 national budget, 
dismissing claims that 
these items had been 
slashed or removed.
  Speaking at a press 
briefing in the Senate, 
Gatchalian said the Per-
formance-Based Bo-
nus (PBB) allocation 
remained unchanged 
between the National 
Expenditure Program 
(NEP) and the Gener-
al Appropriations Act 
(GAA).
  “Ang bonus ma-
bibigay, hindi naba-
wasan ang bonus. Sa 
NEP ang performance 
bonus is PHP27 billion. 
Ang sa GAA is PHP27 
billion din so walang 
mababawasan na bo-
nus (The bonus will be 
given, the bonus was 

not reduced. Under the 
NEP, the performance 
bonus is PHP27 billion, 
and under the GAA, it 
is also PHP27 billion, 
so no bonus will be re-
duced),” he said.
  Gatchalian said the 
overall allocation for 
the Miscellaneous Per-
sonnel Benefits Fund 
(MPBF) even increased 
significantly, explain-
ing that portions were 
placed under the un-
programmed appro-
priations (UA) to cov-
er possible additional 
manpower require-
ments.
  “In fact, yung buong 
MPBF tumaas pa siya 
(the entire MPBF even 
increased),” he said.
  He said the MPBF has 
multiple components, 
including provisions 
for hiring additional 
personnel.
  “Kung may plano ang 
executive na kumuha 
ng additional manpow-
er… doon sila kukuha 

(Turn to p. 3)
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PGC extends financial aid to 1,892 Iskolar ng Lalawigan in Naic
  The Provincial Government of Cavite through its Provincial Scholarship Pro-
gram under the leadership of Governor Abeng Remulla, extended financial as-
sistance to 1,892 students during the Iskolar ng Lalawigan ng Cavite educational 
assistance distribution held recently at Cavite State University–Naic Campus.
  Joining Governor Abeng Remulla were Vice Governor Ram Revilla Bautista, 
Naic Vice Mayor Jacinta Remulla, and 8th District Board Member Jasmin Ma-
ligaya Bautista, who expressed their support and reaffirmed their continued com-
mitment to supporting scholars.
  Through programs like the Iskolar ng Lalawigan, the Provincial Government of 
Cavite remains steadfast in investing in the education of the youth, recognizing 
them as vital partners in building a stronger and more progressive province.

Cavite holds 4th quarter joint CPPOC, PADAC, PTF-ELCAC council 
meeting; LGUs honored for excellence in barangay justice and security
  The Cavite Provincial Peace and Order Council (CPPOC), Provincial Anti-Drug 
Abuse Council (PADAC), and Provincial Task Force to End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (PTF-ELCAC) convened their 4th Quarter Joint Meeting on De-
cember 17 at The Bayleaf Hotel in the City of General Trias, reaffirming the 
province’s unified approach to maintaining peace, order, and community security.
  Governor Francisco Gabriel “Abeng” Remulla formally called the meeting to 
order. Afterwards, he led the signing of the PTF-ELCAC’s pledge of recommit-
ment to sustain Cavite’s Stable Internal Peace and Security together with mem-
bers of the council.
  The Provincial Government of Cavite recognized outstanding local government 
units (LGUs) and barangay peacekeeping personnel for exemplary performance 
in barangay justice, peacekeeping, and anti-drug initiatives.
  Under the 2025 Lupong Tagapamayapa Incentives Award (LTIA) – Municipali-
ty Category, the provincial winners were:
        Barangay Castaños Cerca, Municipality of Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo – 5th 
Class Municipality
   ·Barangay San Agustin, Municipality of Magallanes – 4th Class Municipality
  · Barangay Talipusngo – 3rd Class Municipality
  · Barangay Mahabang Kahoy Lejos, Municipality of Indang – 1st Class Munic-
ipality
  For the 2025 Lupong Tagapamayapa Incentives Award – Component City Cat-
egory, the provincial award was conferred on Barangay Maharlika, City of Imus.
  The CY 2025 Trailblazers for Outstanding Performance of Barangay Tanods 
(TOP Barangay Tanod) award was also given to Barangay Maharlika, City of 
Imus, with Barangay Tanod Joey Garba receiving individual recognition for ex-
emplary service in community peacekeeping.
  The councils also took note of the CY 2024 Peace and Order Council (POC) and 
Anti-Drug Abuse Council (ADAC) Performance Audit, reflecting the collective 
efforts of LGUs in strengthening local governance mechanisms against crimi-
nality and illegal drugs. All 23 LGUs were recognized with varying local POC 
performance and local ADAC functionality.
  Following the awarding ceremonies, the joint councils proceeded with the for-
mal meeting and deliberations. Several joint resolutions of the CPPOC, PADAC, 
and PTF-ELCAC were presented and approved, covering updates on council 
membership and meeting schedules, the pursuit of proposed peace and devel-
opment initiatives, and the utilization of budget allocations as stipulated in the 
Peace and Order and Public Safety (POPS) Plan.
  Major General Ronald Jess Alcudia, Commander of the Reserve Command of 
the Philippine Army, delivered a directional message urging all stakeholders to 
remain vigilant, proactive, and closely coordinated to sustain the province’s gains 
in peace, order, and security.
  DILG-Cavite OIC Provincial Director Marcial Juangco also conveyed the agen-
cy’s message of support, emphasizing the importance of sustaining peace and 
order and strengthening coordinated efforts toward ensuring drug-free commu-
nities.

Cavite sees drop in New Year–
related incidents

  CITY OF IMUS, Cavite 
(PIA) — The province 
of Cavite recorded a de-
cline in holiday-related 
incidents during the New 
Year celebrations, ac-
cording to data from the 
Cavite Police Provincial 
Office (PPO).
  Acting Provincial Di-
rector Col. Ariel Red 
reported a sharp drop 
in firecracker- and py-
rotechnics-related inju-
ries. Data from the Lig-
tas Paskuhan campaign 
showed a 75-percent de-
crease in incidents, from 
36 cases in 2024 to just 
eight in 2025.
  All recorded cases in-
volved firecracker- and 
pyrotechnics-related in-
juries. The Cavite PPO 
reported no incidents 
of indiscriminate firing, 
stray bullets, road crash-
es, or fires linked to fire-
works and pyrotechnic 
devices.
  Col. Red attributed the 
peaceful celebration to 

the combined efforts of 
law enforcers, local gov-
ernment units, and the 
public.
  “The remarkable de-
crease in incidents 
during the New Year’s 
celebration is proof of 
the effective implemen-
tation of the laws and the 
cooperation of the peo-
ple,” he said, adding that 
public discipline played 
a crucial role in ensuring 
safety across the prov-
ince.
  The Cavite PPO also 

cited intensified oper-
ations against illegal 
firecrackers and loose 
firearms, heightened po-
lice visibility, and close 
coordination with local 
government units and 
the Caviteño community 
as key factors behind the 
positive outcome.
  The provincial police 
force extended its grati-
tude to partner agencies, 
LGUs, and residents for 
their continued support 
in maintaining peace and 
order. (RBF, PIA Cavite)

sa MPBF (If the exec-
utive plans to hire ad-
ditional manpower… 
they will source it from 
the MPBF),” he said, 
adding that the trans-
fer to UA was made 
because the executive 
branch signaled possi-
ble new hires.
  Gatchalian said the 
MPBF allocation rose 
from PHP39 billion in 
2025 to PHP77 billion 
under the 2026 GAA, 
nearly doubling year-
on-year.
  “So, walang katoto-
hanan na mawawala 
yung bonus. Walang 
katotohanan yung mga 
personnel benefits 
mawawala… Eh dino-
ble pa natin from 2025 
(There is no truth that 
bonuses will be lost. 
There is no truth that 
personnel benefits will 
be removed… We even 
doubled it from 2025),” 
he said.
  He added the only 
possible impact would 
be on prospective new 
hires, should the exec-
utive decide to expand 
manpower, noting that 

the President’s contin-
gency fund may also be 
tapped for this purpose.
  On pensions, Gatchalian 
rejected reports of cuts, 
calling them false.
  “Yung pension walang 
katotohanan na naba-
wasan yung pension ha, 
fake news yun (There 
is no truth that pensions 
were reduced, that is 
fake news),” he said.
  He said pension allo-
cations under both the 
NEP and the GAA stand 
at PHP147 billion.
  “Exactly the same. 
So, hindi ginalaw ang 
pension amounts (the 
pension amounts were 
untouched),” he add-
ed, noting that pension 
funding still increased 
compared with 2025 lev-
els.

  The clarification comes 
after ACT Teachers 
Party-list Rep. Antonio 
Tinio flagged the inclu-
sion of a PHP43.24-bil-
lion line item under 
the unprogrammed 
appropriations in the 
bicameral conference 
committee report, la-
beled “For Payment of 
Personnel Services Re-
quirements.”
  Tinio earlier claimed 
the amount matched 
the reductions made to 
certain MPBF compo-
nents and the Pension 
and Gratuity Fund, 
warning that placing 
them under unpro-
grammed appropria-
tions could make fund-
ing uncertain. (PNA)

GATCHALIAN. . . FR. P.2
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○

interventions, reaching over 
300K beneficiaries

  CALAMBA CITY, 

Laguna (PIA) —

Through sustained 

investments in em-

ployment generation, 

livelihood develop-

ment, and emergen-

cy response, the De-

partment of Labor 

and Employment 

(DOLE)-CALABAR-

ZON strengthened la-

bor market resilience 

in 2025 by extending 

targeted assistance to 

over 300,000 workers 

and families, particu-

larly those affected by 
displacement, infor-

mality, and climate-re-

lated disasters.

  In line with national 

labor and employment 

priorities, the region-

al office released ap-

proximately P2.13 

billion in employment, 

livelihood, and emer-

gency assistance to 

address both immedi-

ate income needs and 

long-term economic 

recovery. These in-

terventions were stra-

tegically designed 

to expand access to 

work opportunities, 

strengthen self-em-

ployment, and protect 

vulnerable workers 

across the CALABAR-

ZON Region.

  DOLE Regional Di-

rector Erwin N. Aqui-

no, during the agen-

cy’s general assembly, 

underscored that these 

accomplishments were 

the result of shared re-

sponsibility and insti-

tutional collaboration, 

emphasizing that the 

region’s achievements 

reflect a commitment 
to excellence ground-

ed in teamwork, inno-

vation, and integrity.

  A cornerstone of the 

region’s livelihood 

initiatives was the 

implementation of 

the DOLE Integrated 

Livelihood Program 

(DILP), which pro-

vided P78.50 million 

in assistance to 4,665 

beneficiaries, includ-

ing 505 parents and 

guardians of child la-

borers. The program 

supported the estab-

lishment and enhance-

ment of micro-en-

terprises through the 

provision of starter 

capital, tools, and 

production inputs, en-

abling beneficiaries 
to pursue sustainable 

income-generat ing 

activities and reduce 

household vulnerabil-

ity.

  Complementing these 

livelihood efforts, the 
Tulong Panghanap-

buhay sa Ating Dis-

advantaged Workers 

(TUPAD) program 

served as the region’s 

primary employment 

safety net. In 2025, 

TUPAD provided 

temporary wage em-

ployment to 312,400 

displaced, underem-

ployed, and disadvan-

taged workers, with 

total wage assistance 

amounting to approx-

imately P1.78 billion. 

Beneficiaries were 
engaged in commu-

nity-based projects 

implemented in close 

coordination with lo-

cal government units, 

ensuring that employ-

ment interventions 

also contributed to lo-

cal development prior-

ities.

  DOLE CALABAR-

ZON further inten-

sified its emergency 
employment response 

to assist workers and 

families affected by 
Typhoons Crising, 

Dante, and Emong. 

Through TUPAD, 

nearly P99 million was 

allocated to provide 

short-term employ-

ment to 12,120 disas-

ter-affected individu-

als across Batangas, 

Rizal, Quezon, Cavite, 
and Laguna. Bene-

ficiaries participated 
in clean-up, rehabil-

itation, and recovery 

activities for a mini-

mum of ten days and 

received wages based 

on the region’s highest 

prevailing minimum 

wage.

  To support post-di-

saster recovery efforts, 
livelihood assistance 

under the DILP was 

likewise expanded, 

with P11.78 million re-

leased to benefit 1,168 
affected individuals. 
The provision of live-

lihood starter kits and 

tools enabled families 

to restore or establish 

income-generat ing 

activities, reinforcing 

household resilience 

and contributing to 

community-level re-

covery.

  The effective imple-

mentation of these pro-

grams was anchored 

on strong coordination 

with local government 

units, partner agen-

cies, and community 

stakeholders, ensuring 

that assistance was 

delivered in a timely, 

targeted, and respon-

sive manner. This col-

laborative approach 

enabled DOLE CAL-

ABARZON to align 

emergency interven-

tions with broader, 

long-term develop-

ment objectives.

  As 2026 ushers in, 

DOLE CALABAR-

ZON reaffirms its 
steadfast commitment 

to advancing inclusive 

labor and employment 

policies by expand-

ing access to decent 

work, strengthening 

sustainable livelihood 

systems, and enhanc-

ing social protection 

mechanisms that em-

power workers and 

their families across 

the CALABAR-

ZON Region. (CCM/

PIA4A)

Rebound of December ‘25 manufacturing 
PMI due to stabilization – exec

  MANILA – The coun-

try’s Manufacturing 

Purchasing Managers’ 

Index (PMI) posted a 

rebound in December 

2025 to 50.2 from the 

previous month’s 47.4 

level, which an indus-

try official said is a 
sign of stabilization, 

not seasonality.

  An index of above 50 

indicates expansion, 

while those below 50 

shows otherwise.

  In a statement Mon-

day, Federation of 

Philippine Industries 

(FPI) Chairperson 

Beth Lee said the 5.9 

percent jump of the 

manufacturing PMI 

“reflects genuine sta-

bilization rather than 

Christmas restock-

ing.”

  “The PMI shows we 

are back in positive 

territory —a clear sign 

of resilience. The chal-

lenge and opportunity 

now is to turn this re-

covery into lasting in-

dustrial strength by in-

vesting in innovation, 

diversification, and re-

silience,” she said.

  Lee said the prima-

ry factors for the im-

provement include 

normalization of fac-

tories’ operations after 

the hit from several 

typhoons last Novem-

ber, the improvement 

in orders after a slow-

down since August, 

and resumption of 

purchasing activity 

amidst supply chain 

challenges.

  “Importantly, the re-

bound was domestical-

ly led; as export orders 

remained subdued at 

the close of 2025,” she 

said.

  “Looking ahead, ex-

port growth in 2026 

could provide a stron-

ger external tailwind, 

particularly in elec-

tronics, which ac-

count for nearly half 

of Philippine exports. 

If realized, this export 

momentum will help 

sustain PMI readings 

above 50, signaling 

broader expansion in 

the manufacturing sec-

tor.”

  Catalysts for this year 

include domestic resil-

ience against natural 

calamities and supply 

chain shocks, diversifi-

cation from the current 

dual structure of food 

processing and elec-

tronics, and strength-

ening mid-complexity 

industries like ma-

chinery, chemicals, 

and wood products “to 

reduce volatility and 

broaden employment 

opportunities.”

  Lee said the country’s 

manufacturing sector 

accounts for around 

15.7 percent of the do-

mestic economy’s an-

nual output, below the 

regional level of be-

tween 22 percent and 

27 percent.

  This situation, she 

said, “highlights the 

urgency of Tatak Pi-

noy reforms to di-

versify and deepen 

industrial capacity, 

ensuring manufactur-
ing becomes a stron-

ger engine of national 

REBOUND. The Manila South Harbor as photo-

graphed on May 8, 2025. The country’s manufac-

turing Purchasing Managers’ Index rebounded in 

December 2025 to 50.2 from the month-ago’s 47.4 

reading, which Federation of Philippine Industries 

Chairperson Beth Lee on Monday (Jan. 5, 2025) 

attributed to stabilization after a contraction in the 

previous month due to calamities. (PNA photo by 

Yancy Lim)

(Turn to p. 5)
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This book of the 
Law should not 

depart from your 
mouth, and you 

must  read it in an 
undertone day and 

night, 
in order to observe 

carefully all that 
is written in it; for 
then your way will 
be successful and 
then you will act 

wisely.

SC Invites Filipinos to Celebrate Its 125th Anniversary 
Through Photo Contest

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS!
  The Supreme Court (SC) invites professional photographers, hobbyists, 

and enthusiasts to be part of its 125th Anniversary Photo Contest with the 

theme “Accessible and Inclusive Justice.”

  Capture stories of hope, struggle, and resilience – moments that show 

what justice looks like in everyday Filipino life.  Submit entries in Digital 

or Film categories and get a chance to be featured in the special SC Photo 

Exhibit, win cash prizes of up to P125,000, and be recognized at the SC 

awards ceremony.

  Photos must be taken from January 1, 2026 onward.

The deadline for submission is March 31, 2026, with the full contest me-

chanics to be announced soon.

Let your lens tell the story of justice. 

  The SC will commemorate its 125th anniversary in 2026—a historic 

milestone in our nation’s enduring commitment to justice and the rule of 

law. (Courtesy of the SC Office of the Spokesperson)

CALABARZON’s first coconut enterprise 
subproject to rise in Batangas

  LIPA CITY, Batan-

gas (PIA) — Batangas 

Province will soon be-

come a major player 

in the country’s coco-

nut industry through 

a P108.32-million co-

conut oil processing 

enterprise funded by 

the Department of Ag-

riculture’s Philippine 

Rural Development 

Project (DA-PRDP). 

  The project is the first 
enterprise subproject 

in CALABARZON to 

be funded under the 

DA-PRDP Scale-Up 

project, which pro-

vides targeted infra-

structure, facilities, 

technology, and in-

formation to raise in-

come, productivity, 

and competitiveness. 

  The DA-PRDP tapped 

the Agricare Multipur-

pose Cooperative and 

the Palacpac Malinao 

San Nicolas Calantas 

Multipurpose Cooper-

ative for the plant con-

struction, as well as the 

installation of a coco-

nut oil mill system that 

will produce high-val-

ue crude coconut oil 

(CNO) and copra cake 

for animal feed. 

  In a press release, the 

DA-PRDP noted that 

the project includes 

a processing facility 

in Rosario, Batangas, 

that will help bridge 

the supply gap for 

crude coconut oil and 

copra cake. 

  “Instead of selling 

raw coconuts, the proj-

ect processes copra 

into high-value CNO 

and copra cake. This 

will empower the com-

munity to shift from 

primary production to 

value-added agro-in-

dustry,” the DA-PRDP 

said.

  The facility was de-

signed as a local pro-

cessing hub that will 

consolidate copra from 

at least 1,207 coconut 

farmers, increasing the 

overall copra produc-

tion in Batangas. 

  According to the Agri-

care Multipurpose Co-

operative, copra is one 

of the most in-demand 

agricultural products 

in the province, with 

nine feed mills already 

committed for product 

intake. 

  Furthermore, the DA 

and the Philippine Co-

conut Authority (PCA) 

have committed to 

providing continuous 

technical support to 

the project proponents 

and the partner copra 

suppliers. (PB-PIA4A/

PRDP Calabarzon)

P1-B DOH fund to kick off zero 
balance billing in LGU hospitals

  MANILA – The De-

partment of Health 

(DOH) has earmarked 

PHP1 billion from its 

budget to begin the 

implementation of 

zero balance billing 

in selected large hos-

pitals managed by lo-

cal government units 

(LGUs).

  In a statement on 

Monday, the DOH said 

President Ferdinand R. 

Marcos Jr. confirmed 
the allocation, which 

will be used to reduce 

patient expenses for 

basic accommodation 

to zero in participating 

LGU hospitals.

  The initiative would 

expand the govern-

ment’s zero balance 

billing policy beyond 

DOH-run facilities.

  The DOH said the 

selection of LGU hos-

pitals that will initially 

implement the pro-

gram will be based 

on their local health 

systems’ maturity lev-

els and other technical 

preparedness indica-

tors.

  These include com-

pliance with eligibil-

ity criteria, reporting 

requirements and op-

erational obligations 

to ensure the LGU’s 

capacity to sustain the 

program.

  The funds will be re-

leased directly to qual-

ified large LGU hos-

pitals, similar to the 

existing zero balance 

billing system in DOH 

hospitals, and will not 

require guarantee let-

ters from politicians.

  Further details will 

be announced once the 

DOH receives the offi-

cial copy of the 2026 

General Appropria-

tions Act, which will 

guide the rollout and 

operational guidelines 

of the program.

  The zero balance bill-

ing initiative is part of 

the administration’s 

push to reduce out-of-

pocket expenses and 

improve access to af-

fordable healthcare, 

particularly for indi-

gent and financially 
vulnerable patients. 

(PNA)

growth.”

  “December’s re-

bound is more than 

just a number —it is a 

signal that Philippine 

manufacturing can re-

cover quickly when 

demand stabilizes. 

We are optimistic for 

this year 2026, bank-

ing on the expansion 

and implementation of 

real reforms that affect 
businesses, together 

with the strengthen-

ing of initiatives like 

Tatak Pinoy that can 

build long-term resil-

ience for the country’s 

manufacturing base,” 

she added. (PNA)
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Psalm 37:10-11

Just a little while longer, 
and the wicked will be 
no more; You will look 

at where they were, And 
they will not be there.

But the meek will possess 
the earth, And they will 
find exquisite delight in 
the abundance of peace

PH SEA Games delegation 
leads PSA top achievers

IMPRESSIVE. Filipino-Canadian Kayla Noelle 

Sanchez wins the 100m freestyle event at the 

Southeast Asian Games in Thailand on Dec. 12, 

2025. She got two more gold medals and five sil-
vers. (Contributed photo)

  MANILA – The 

1,200-strong Team 

Philippines, which 

produced 50 gold med-

als at the 33rd South-

east Asian Games in 

Thailand, topped the 

Philippine Sportswrit-

ers Association (PSA) 

monthly achievers for 

December 2025.

  The contingent, 

which also scooped 73 

silvers and 154 bronz-

es, finished sixth over-
all in the medal tally 

board behind Thailand 

(233-154-113), Indo-

nesia (91-112-130), 

Vietnam (87-81-110), 

Malaysia (57-57-117), 

and Singapore (52-61-

89).

  Filipino-Canadian 

swimmer Kayla No-

elle Sanchez debuted 

in the biennial meet 

with eight medals, 

three golds and five 
silvers.

  Pole vaulter EJ Obi-

ena won his fourth 

straight gold med-

al while 16-year-old 

Naomi Cesar domi-

nated the 800m event 

as the athletics team 

garnered five golds, 
seven silvers and 19 

bronzes to register its 

second-best perfor-

mance since winning 

32 medals in 1983.

  Practical shooters led 

by world champion 

Rolly Tecson delivered 

four golds, five silvers 
and five bronzes.
  Swimming captured 

three golds, nine sil-

vers and two bronzes, 

followed by modern 

pentathlon (3-3-1), 

triathlon (3-5-2) and 

gymnastics (3-2-7).

  Gilas Pilipinas Men 

retained the 5-on-5 ti-

tle, while their female 

counterparts regained 

the crown, both at the 

Thais’ expense.

  The Philippines won 

the men’s and wom-

en’s softball titles as 

well as the men’s base-

ball title.

  Tennis sensation Alex 

Eala ended a 26-year 

drought in women’s 

PFF praises unsung heroes of FIFA Futsal 
Women’s World Cup hosting

  MANILA – The Phil-

ippine Football Feder-

ation (PFF) on Mon-

day praised the people 

whose dedication, pas-

sion, and teamwork 

transformed the 2025 

FIFA Futsal Women’s 

World Cup into a tri-

umph not only for the 

Philippines but for 

women’s futsal world-

wide.

  The PFF has expressed 

its deepest gratitude to 

President Ferdinand 

R. Marcos Jr. for the 

government’s invalu-

able support through 

the Philippine Sports 

Commission (PSC), 

headed by Chairper-

son Patrick Gregorio, 

the dedicated PSC 

staff, government per-
sonnel, and committed 

and auxiliary person-

nel.

  “We commend 

and congratulate the 

500-strong unsung 

heroes who made the 

FIFA Futsal Wom-

en’s World Cup 2025 

a success. With you, 

we showed the world 

that Filipinos can host 

a truly world-class 

sporting event,” said 

PFF president John 

Gutierrez in a news re-

lease on Monday.

  The PFF also ac-

knowledged the sup-

port of the Philippine 

Olympic Committee, 

led by President Abra-

ham Tolentino and 

FIFA Council Member 

Mariano “Nonong” 

Araneta Jr.

  “You are the true 

heroes of this World 

Cup. Thank you very 

much for your dedica-

tion, hard work, and 

perseverance,” said 

PFF general secretary 

Gelix Mercader, who 

oversaw the Local Or-

ganizing Committee 

(LOC), which includ-

ed around 300 volun-

teers, 150 LOC staff, 
and 100 auxiliary per-

sonnel.

  “It was very humbling 

to host the inaugural 

FIFA Futsal Women’s 

World Cup—and even 

more humbling to see 

it succeed. We dedicate 

this to all the futsal and 

football players across 

the country who made 

this possible,” he add-

ed.

  Gutierrez served 

as chairperson and 

Mercader as chief 

executive officer of 
the LOC. They were 

supported by the PFF 

Executive Committee 

with female–at-large 

member Isabella Fer-

nando (government re-

lations head), first vice 
president Lawrence 

Fortun (FFWWC2025 

preparations commit-

tee) and deputy gen-

eral secretary Kevin 

Goco (oversight com-

mittee), and UAAP 

Football commission-

er Rely San Agustin 

(tournament director).

  “This World Cup 

was the result of col-

lective leadership and 

shared accountability, 

where every decision 

was guided by our re-

COLLECTIVE EFFORT. The Local Organiz-

ing Committee ensured the successful staging 

of the FIFA Futsal Women’s World Cup. Brazil 

defeated Portugal, 3-0, to claim victory at the 

Philsports Arena in Pasig City on Dec. 7, 2025. 

The country’s successful hosting revealed the 

heart of the Filipino spirit: shared pride, col-

lective energy, and an unwavering commitment 

to uplifting women’s sports from the grassroots 

to the global stage, the organizers said in a 

statement on Monday (Jan. 5, 2026). (Contrib-

uted photo)

sponsibility to deliver 

an event worthy of the 

global stage, while en-

suring the prudent use 

of resources afforded 
to us by the govern-

ment. The discipline 

and professionalism 

shown by the LOC 

reflect the standards 
we intend to uphold 

as Philippine football 

continues to host and 

lead major internation-

al events,” said Gutier-

rez. (PNA)

singles, Eumir Mar-

cial produced boxing’s 

only gold and Peter 

Groseclose pocketed 

the gold (men’s 500m 

short track speed 

skating) and silver 

(1,500m) in winter 

sports’ comeback.

  In women’s football, 

the Filipinas dethroned 

eight-time winner 

Vietnam on penalties, 

6-5, after a 0-0 tie at 

the end of extra time.

  Alas Pilipinas made 

history in women’s 

beach volleyball with 

Sisi Rondina, Ber-

nadeth Pons, Sunnie 

Villapando and Dij 

Rodriguez ending 

Thailand’s dynasty. 

(PNA)


