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Makati distributes cash aid to

nearly 115K beneficiaries

MANILA - The
local government of
Makati has already

rolled out and
distributed some
PHPS5.,000 cash

assistance to 114,828
qualified individuals
under the Makatizen
Economic Relief
Program (MERP).

“I am happy to
report that we have
already rolled out our
cash assistance to over
114.800 residents in
just six working days.
T'his has been made
possible through the
digital platforms we
have utilized to reach
more beneficiaries

faster,” Makati Mayor
Abigail Binay said
Wednesday.

Makati residents
are entitled to
PHPS5,000 cash
assistance under the
MERP, as part of the
city’s relief efforts to
mitigate the economic

(Turn to p. 2)

Prelates urged to help
“Ambo’-hit residents

MANILA -
Officials of the Catholic

Bishops® Conference of

the Philippines -
Episcopal Commission
on Social Action,
Justice and Peace on
Thursday appealed for
donations for people
affected by Typhoon
Ambo in the provinces
of Samar, Northern
Samar., Eastern Samar,
and Quezon.

Kidapawan Bishop
Jose Colin Bagaforo
and San Carlos Bishop
Gerardo Alminaza,
chairman and vice
chairman of the
commission,
respectively, asked the
support of their fellow
prelates to help people
affected by the
calamity.

“Thus, our urgent
and utmost appeal to
our Brother Bishops: In
this great time of need,
we urge you to show
solidarity to the
Dioceses of Borongan
and Catarman by giving
your donations directly
to them,” they said ina
statement.

They urged fellow
prelates to support the

Alay Kapwa (AK)
Solidarity Fund, which
is their primary source
of local emergency
response fund.

“In like manner. we
enjoin you to
collectively support our
Alay Kapwa Program
both at the diocesan and
national levels. We
need this solidarity
mechanism to be able
to appropriately and
timely respond to the
emergency needs of our
communities, where
the most vulnerable and
marginalized families
continue to be the most
affected,” they said.

The two prelates
added that they have
been using AK Fund,
especially for small-
scale emergencies, and
the advocacy
campaigns of the
National Social Action
General Assembly
since 2004.

“Typhoon Ambo
has put more than
200,000 lives in much
peril after it ravaged
Samar and Quezon
provinces several days
ago. Most,

(Turn to p. 2)

DPWH aims May 25 completion of health
facility in Bifian, Laguna

QUEZON CITY, -
- The Department of
Public Works and
Highways (DPWH)
quickly mobilized the
conversion of Alonte
Sports Arena in Bifian,
Laguna in respond to
the urgent and
burgeoning need for
healthcare facilities.

Citing a report from
Undersecretary and
DPWH Task Force for
Augmentation of
Health Facilities head
Emil K. Sadain,
Secretary Mark A.

Villar said that the
quarantine facility will
have a total of 68 bed
cubicles and will cater
to patients from the
province of Laguna and
other areas from the

Southern Tagalog
Region.
To hasten the build

pislo ciie s 8
Undersecretary Sadain
together with
Department of Health
(DOH) Assistant
Secretary Leonita P.
Gorgolon, DPWH
Region 4A Assistant

The Department of Public Works and Highways

(DPWH) quickly mobilized the conversion of
Alonte Sports Arena in Bifian, Laguna in
respond to the urgent and burgeoning need for
healthcare facilities. (Photo from DPWH)

Director Jovel

Mendoza and other
Region 4A District

Engineers conducted
on Thursday, May 21,
(Turn to p. 2)
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You can now have your favorite restaurant specialties from SM City Bacoor
CONGRATULATIONS delivered to your doorstep with its recently launched To-Go food delivery service.
With that, you can now enjoy the culinary specialties you love from the mall’s
restos at the comfort of your home.

Share a sumptuous plamr of Chao Fan, Siomai and Siopao with Chowking

Have a delicious breakfast at home with breads from French Baker

Celebrate your family occasions with Red Ribbon or Max’s Corner Bakery

Satisfy your Sisig cravings and more with Max’s

Enjoy a Finger Lickin® Good meal with KFC

Get your classic favorites at The Pancake House

Delight in modern Filipino comfort food with Classic Savory

Get that frosty dessert to beat the desert heat with Wendy’s

Get every dish your family craves with Conti’s Bakeshop and Restaurant

Let your family savor the authentic Japanese traditional cuisine with Botejyu
Ordering is easy:

Check online: Browse the restaurant guide on SM City Bacoor’s Facebook
page and SM Viber Cavite Community for the complete To-Go restaurant guide,
menu, contact details, updates, and promotions.

Call to order: Enjoy a more personalized and efficient experience by simply
calling the restaurant to place your order and other meal requirements. The

CHALLENGE

#WeGWY""Mom restaurant will coordinate delivery to your doorstep with Fastrack Courier Service
Congratulations to JA VIPINOSA ASIS for winning our Food Styling  riders stationed in the mall. Delivery fees are based on customer’s location.
Challenge! Send us a PM for details on how to claim your prize. Pay and collect: Customers can opt to pay for orders and delivery fee via
#CelebrateMomsDayWithSM cash on delivery or contactless payment methods in coordination with the

restaurant. Collect order and enjoy!

. Chatime ‘

shaking tea up
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For Pick up &
Take out only

Lower Ground Floor of SM Trece Martires
tacross Starbucks)

Store hours: 10:00am -5:00pm

You may contact
us:
(O46) Yl 5589
0927-736-9517

defightiully yours )

In addition, more of your favorite restaurants at SM City Bacoor are
open for take-out, drive-through and curbside pickup, and delivery via
GrabFood, Foodpanda and SM Cavite Community Riders! Check this link

for more details: https:/bit.ly/SMSupermallsCavite
Enjoy the specialty restaurant experience at home with SM City Bacoor’s

‘A To-Go service.
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impact caused by cashaidrecipients notto
coronavirus disease provide personal
2019 (Covid-19) account details to
pandemic. anyone.

The Makati LGU
has earlier partnered
with Globe GCash to
implement a contactless
and digitalized method
of cash aid distribution,
she said.

Binay said out of
some 250.000
applications received
since she announced the
program, about 142.267
have been approved.

Around 10,000
applications were
rejected by G-Cash,
Binay said. due to
incomplete and incorrect
information submitted
by the applicants.

She said appropriate
steps will be provided
for those rejected
applicants, through a
call or text message.

Personnel from the
Makati LGU will
explain  why the
application was rejected,
she added.

“There is no need to
panic because we have
allotted enough budget
for the program to cover
500,000 residents,” she
said.

Meanwhile, Binay
urged residents to apply
online for the program
via the Makatizen App
or the
portal, assuring them
that the processing of
online applications is
now faster.

“Online applicants
who qualify can receive
their PHP5,000 in six
working days after they
register,” she said,
noting that residents can
also view the status of
their Makatizen by

G s W - e
WWW i
portal or through
Makatizen App.

Beware of fraud
Binay also advised

"Mag-ingat at
huwag basta ibigay ang
inyong GCash personal
details sa mga taong
nanghihingi ng
impormasyon sa inyo sa
pamamagitan ng text
messages at email (be
careful and don't provide
your GCash details to
people asking your
information via text
messages and email)."
she said.

Binay made this call
following reports that
fraudsters are trying to
take advantage of the
Makati's ~ financial
assistance.

She said evolving
phishing schemes are
now being used by
scammers to deceive the
cash aid beneficiaries.

"Ang GCash
Account ninyo ay
maaaring ihalintulad sa
isang bank account.
Huwag ibigay ang mga
detalye ng inyong
account sa mga
scammer (your GCash
account is like to your
bank account. Do not
provide your account
details to the
scammer)," she said,
adding that scammers
are usually using an
unknown number and
email when doing
fraudulent activities.

Binay said the local
government and its
partner GCash, will
arrest fraudsters being
caught from doing these
illegal activities.

Under the
Makatizen Economic
Relief Program, the city
government has
allocated PHP2.7 billion
to extend PHP5,000 to
individual residents
affected by the
coronavirus crisis. ( By
Lade Jean Kabagani/
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unfortunately, it hit the
Philippines while the
country is battling
against the meltdown

Covid-19 pandemic is

causing,” they added.
They expressed

hope that their appeal

PH coronavirus cases rise to
13,434, recoveries now 3K

MANILA - The
number of confirmed
coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19) cases
in the country has
reached 13.434. with
213 more persons
contracting the disease.

The Department of
Health (DOH), in its
case bulletin on
Thursday, reported that
there are 68 new
recoveries and four new
deaths.

The total number of
recovered cases
nationwide is now
3,000 while the death
toll has climbed to 846.

Out of the 213 new
cases, the DOH said 98
cases or 46 percent
came from the National
Capital Region; 98
cases or 46 percent
from Region 7 (Central
Visayas), and the
remaining 17 cases or 8
percent were from other
regions.

The total number of
active cases nationwide
is 9,588.

As of Wednesday,

the DOH has a 13.295-
total bed capacity
dedicated to patients
with Covid-19.
About 35.40
percent of the 2.701

ward beds are
occupied: 36.50
percent of 9,299

isolation beds are
occupied, and 35.10

percent of 1,295
intensive care unit beds
are occupied.

There are 1,940
total ventilators for
Covid-19 patients and
about 17.80 percent of
them are in use.

In Local Isolation
and General Treatment
Areas for Covid-19
cases (Ligtas Covid)
facilities across the
country, there are
42,898 beds dedicated
to Covid-19 patients.

Meanwhile, there
are 1,348  beds
dedicated to Covid-19
patients in mega Ligtas
Covid facilities. (By
Ma. Teresa
Montemayor/PNA)
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2020 the punch listing
of tasks and items that
need to be fixed or
completed before the
on-going ‘We Heal As
One Center’ at Alonte
Sports Arena can be
considered finished.
The repurposing of
Alonte Sports Arena
into quarantine center
under the supervision
of DPWH Regional
Office 4A is targeted to
be turned-over by
Monday, May 25, 2020
to the Inter-Agency
Task  Force on
Emerging Infectious
Diseases (IATF-EID).
The facility which

will have nursing
stations, sanitation
chambers, and
designated storage
areas is in line with the
government’s effort to
make sure that
additional makeshift
hospitals are available
for possible COVID-19
patients in other areas
outside Metro Manila.

Once completed,
the Alonte Sports Arena
will be the 10th mega
quarantine facility to
help ensure that the
transmission of the
COVID-19 disease can
be better controlled.
(DPWH)

would be supported by
the clergy.
“Ambo”, the

country's first tropical
cyclone this year,

battered Samar
provinces and some
areas in Quezon last
week. (By Ferdinand
Patinio/PNA)

Covid-19 survivors among
health workers continue to rise

MANILA - The
number of health
workers recovering
from the coronavirus
disease 2019 (Covid-
19) continues to rise as

31 persons were
reported to have
recovered, the

Department of Health
(DOH) said on
Thursday.

In a Covid-19
virtual presser, DOH
Promotion and
Communication
Service director
Beverly Ho said the
recoveries have reached
1,049 as the total
Covid-19 cases among
health workers remain

at 2,330.
"Of the total
number, 1,250 are

active cases. We're
happy to report that we
have not recorded any
death due to Covid-19
among our healthcare
workers yesterday," Ho
said in a mix of English
and Filipino.

Ho added there had
been no deaths among
health workers in the
past 10 days.

"We also want to
clarify the change in the
number of deaths
among health workers.
The other day, we
reported 35 deaths but
yesterday it's 33
because we learned that
two of them are no
longer in active duty
and today it's 31
because the two other
deaths are non-
healthcare workers,"
she said.

As of May 20, the
DOH reported that the
total number of nurses
infected with Covid-19
stood at 850, with 670
doctors or physicians,
144 nursing assistants,
86 medical
technologists, 42
radiologic
technologists, and 291
non-medical  staff

members.
(Turn to p. 5)
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SM FOUNDATION INC and GOLDILOCKS distribute meals to Southern
Tagalog Regional Hospital Frontliners

Bacoor City,Cavite- In partnership with Goldilocks,SM Foundation Inc.
distributed one hundred (100) meals for the heroes on duty at the Southern
Tagalog Regional Hospital. The frontliners had a goldi-good day and were

thankful for the sweet and thoughtful gesture for them as they continue to fight
against Covid-19.

PUBLIC ADVISORY

Pursuantto Provincial Government's recent directives on
general community quarantine, please be guided on the
following safety protocolsto be implemented by all SM malls
in Cavite starfing May 20, 2020:

PUBLIC ADVISORY

Pursuantto Provincial Government's recent directives on
general community quarantine, please be guided on the
following safety protocolsto be implemented by all SM malls
in Cavite starting May 20, 2020:

Let's all help each other keep safe.

Let's all help each other keep safe.
“SafeMallingAtSM

#SafeMalling AtSM
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PUBLIC ADVISORY

PUBLIC ADVISORY

Pursuantto Provincial Government’s recent directives on
general community quarantine, please be guided on the
following safety protocolsto be implemented by all SM malls
in Cavite starting May 20, 2020:

t the public
STANCING

Lef's all help each other keep safe.

SafeMallingAtsM Let’s all help each other keep safe.

#SafeMalling AtSM
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CALLAND COLLECT WITH ACE
HARDWARE

Truly the helpful place, ACE Hardware
continues to provide solutions to everything you
need for your home repair projects with its Call
& Collect service.

Your home improvement work will be a lot
easier with high performance cordless drills /
drivers in compact and lightweight designs: while
ACE Exclusive hand tools are great for minor
repairs like fixing a leaking tap, or repairing
broken electrical sockets.

Give your home a fresh new look with lead-

free and odorless ACE Paints and painting
supplies. Prevent your home from rust and
corrosion by spraying ACE Rust Stop paints
direct to metal surfaces.
Replacing your lights with LED bulbs is also
another way to update your home. Choose from
ACE Hardware’s wide array of energy saving
light bulbs and fixtures as well as durable and
high quality extension cords.

How to shop with ACE Hardware’s Call &
Collect service? Just call or text participating
ACE stores, wait for order confirmation and
arrange preferred delivery service. Then your
items will be delivered it to you immediately.
This service is now currently available in selected
ACE Hardware branches located in SM Malls
nationwide. In Metro Manila areas, you can Call
& Collect at ACE stores at the SM Mall of Asia,
SM Aura, SM City Fairview, SM Center Pasig,
SM Sucat, SM Marikina, SM Novaliches and SM
Muntinlupa. Selected ACE Hardware Call &
Collect stores in North and South Luzon areas
as well as in Visayas and Mindanao are also
included.

You can also shop online for ACE products
at www.acehardware.ph, ShopSM, Lazada or
Shopee. For more details, you may also want to
like our official Facebook page at facebook.com/
acehardwarephilippines or follow our official
Instagram account, @acehardware_ph.

Nt

Hardware
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ACE Hardware’s Call & Collect service is now
available in selected areas nationwide. Just call
or text our store, wait for order confirmation
then arrange preferred delivery service.

Always the helpful place,ACE has all the tools
you will need for your home improvement
projects

This high performance Black and Decker
hammer cordless drill set is perfect for your DIY
home projects. It features an ergonomic design
and optimal grip area for comfortable gripping.
Check out other handheld power tools at
#AceHardwarePH.

These ACE’s Rust Stop spray paints in primer
and gloss type will help protect your home from
rust and corrosion with excellent adhesion.

Give your room a fresh new look with ACE
Hardware’s paints and paint supplies.

Update your home with energy-efficient lighting
to help you save on costs. Choose from ACE’s
wide array of energy-saving LED Lights.
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Lead-free and odorless ACE Essence Acrylic Latex
Enamel Paints. You can shop and order these ACE
products and other essentials you need for your home
projects via ACE Hardware's Call & Collect service
or website at www.acehardware.ph.

ACE Hardware has ACE Paints with over 2,000
colors to choose from for your painting projects.

- |
Home repair is so much more fun when doing it with
Sfamily members and with ACE items.

Fix your bathroom leaks with ease. ACE Hardware
has a quality wrench and other plumbing tools you
need.

L.
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AFP completes 6 Emergency
Quarantine Facilities, turns
over 2 in Tondo

QUEZON CITY, —
The Armed Forces of
the Philippines (AFP)
through its various
engineering  units
completed the
construction of six
more Emergency
Quarantine Facilities
(EQFs) within and
outside Metro Manila
since April 28.

Two of the facilities
with 44-bed capacity
were turned over to the
Tondo National High
School (TNHS).
Manila on Thursday,
May 21. The AFP Chief
of Staff, General
Felimon Santos Jr.
attended the turnover
ceremony along with
Manila City Mayor

Francisco “Isko™
Domagoso.

Joining the
ceremony was
Architect William Ti Jr.
of the WTA

Architecture + Designs
Studio who leads the
EQF project. Also
present were Dr. Patrick
Gitonga of  the
Samaritan’s Purse who
partnered with WTA for
the EQF project and
Principal Sonny
Valenzuela of TNHS.
“It is the AFP’s
great hope that these
newly constructed
Emergency Quarantine
Facilities here in Tondo
shall serve its purpose
of aiding hospitals to
accommodate  the
increasing number of
suspected and probable
COVID-19 cases,”
General Santos said.
The facilities were
built through the efforts
of the Office of The
Chief Engineer, AFP
led by Major General

William Ilagan through

the 51st Engineering
Brigade led by
Brigadier General

Emmanuel Anthony
Ramos.

Other completed
EQFs were in Batangas
Healthcare Specialist;
The Medical City,
Batangas; Perpetual
Help Las Pifias; and
Caloocan City North
Medical Center. Each
EQF was built by 20
soldiers within five to
six days using power
tools and around four
truckloads of materials.

Meanwhile the
sites for completion are
in Novaliches District
Hospital, Quezon City;
Rosario  Maclang
Bautista  General
Hospital, Quezon City;
two in Brgy. Sucat,
Parafiaque; and two in
Taguig-Pateros Distrcit
Hospital.

Previously, 78
EQFs were completed
by AFP in partnership
with various
organizations. Under
the WTA project, 10
were built by all-soldier

construction teams
while 52  were
constructed by

composite military and
civilian teams.
Moreover, 10 were
completed under the
San Miguel
Foundations Projects;
one was made possible
in partnership with a
generous group from
Davao; two were built
in Camp Aguinaldo,
Quezon City; and three
were constructed under
the AFP Health Service
Command initiative.
“The men and
women of the AFP shall

DOTr eyes online contact tracing
for public transportation

MANILA - The
Department of
Transportation (DOTr)
is eyeing the integration
of an online digital
contact tracing platform
into the country’s
public transportation as
a means to curb the
spread of the
coronavirus disease
2019 (Covid-19).

In an online town
hall meeting with other
government officials
and youth leaders on
Thursday. DOTr
Assistant Secretary
Goddes Hope Libiran
said that while contact
tracing for public
transportation in the
aviation and maritime
sectors are easier due to
existing processes on
the recording of
passenger information,
the difficulty lies in the
road sector.

To ensure that the
information of
passengers of public
utility vehicles (PUV)
in road transport is
properly recorded and
in a more convenient
manner, she said the
DOTr is set to meet
with private
organizations that could
provide an online
contact tracing
platform.

“Mamaya
kakausapin namin mga
contact tracing
companies like
StaySafe.ph. Para hindi
na mano-mano ang
contact tracing, digital
na (Later we will have
a discussion with

contact tracing
companies like
StaySafe.ph for digital
means of contact
tracing),” Libiran said.

According to its
website, StaySafe.ph is
a “community-driven
contact tracing, health
condition reporting,
and social distancing
system” and has an
application that is
available on Google
Play and the Apple App
Store.

Currently. drivers
and conductors of
public utility buses
(PUB) will be required
to provide every
passenger with a
passenger contact form
to facilitate contact
tracing, as stated under
Land Transportation
Franchising and
Regulatory Board
(LTFRB) memorandum
circular  2020-019
released early this
week.

“[The form] must
be filled up by the
passenger and
submitted prior to
alighting the bus. Each
bus must be provided
with a dropbox for this
purpose.” the
memorandum read.

The memorandum,
which  sets  the
guidelines for the
operation of PUBs in
Metro Manila once the
metropolis is eased into
a general community
quarantine, also
advised passengers to
take note of the plate
number or body

remain devoted as they
abide by their sworn
pledge to protect our
people, especially
those from the most
vulnerable sectors of
our society. With the
aid of the ingenious
creations of

professionals from the
private sector, your
soldiers will continue to
fulfill their duty to the
state and the citizens
amidst this war against
an unseen enemy,”
General Santos said.
(AFP)

number of PUBs they
boarded the date and
time they boarded, and
the route.
“Operators/Drivers
shall display this
reminder with the plate
number of the vehicle
prominently visible by
all passengers.” the
memorandum read.
Buses and modern
jeeps preferred
During the town
hall meeting, Libiran
said PUBs and modern
jeepneys would be
given preference in the
resumption of
operation of PUVs,
over traditional
jeepneys and other
means of public
transportation because
of their  higher
passenger capacity and
existing contactless
fare collection system.
However, she said
the LTFRB would
allow the operation of
traditional jeepneys and
other smaller PUVs in

areas without enough
PUBs or modern
jeepneys subject to
physical distancing and
other guidelines set by
the government
regulators.

Earlier, the DOTr
announced that AF
Payments Inc., a private

company offering
automatic fare
collection  system

services, has decided to
waive its maintenance
and processing fees for
PUVs, which
previously amounted to
4-6 percent of daily
gross revenues.

DOTr Secretary
Arthur Tugade said
cashless or contactless
transactions, apart from
reducing the possible
transmission of Covid-
19, would be to the
advantage of PUV
operators since it
reduces “pilferage and
other losses.” (By
Raymond Carl Dela
Cruz/PNA)

| covip -19.. FR. P2

Ho noted that the
number of health
workers infected with
Covid-19 started to
drop on April 11.

For the emergency
hiring of health
workers, the DOH has
received a total of 184
facility requests as of
May 20.

"We already have
6,546 slots approved
for hiring in 172

hospitals and
quarantine facilities,
Philippine  Arena

Covid-19 facility, and
QI (Quezon Institute)
temporary quarantine
facility. We have 2,536
personnel hired in
hospitals and
quarantine facilities,"
DOH Undersecretary
Maria Rosario
Vergeire said.

She added there

were 1,129 redeployed
nurses under the DOH
Nurses Deployment
Program, 178 in Luzon,
and 951 in the Visayas
and Mindanao.

For the safety of the
healthcare workers, the
DOH has distributed
personal protective
equipment to different

health facilities
nationwide. These
include 783,645

coveralls; 4,570,700
face masks; 1,526,270
gloves: 748,414 gowns;
552,200 Kn95 masks;
479,100 N95 masks;
204,876 face shields;
870,805 headcaps;
2,672 thermal scanners;
659,528 goggles; 30
non-invasive
ventilators; and 10
sanitation tents. (By
Ma. Teresa
Montemayor/PNA)



