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Expanded voucher system to help 
decongest public schools

DOLE: Employers can adopt WFH 
amid rise in Covid-19 cases

(Turn to p. 3)

PBBM

(Turn to p. 2)

(Turn to p. 2)

to
immediate

EOissue

  MANILA – The De-
partment of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE) 
on Tuesday encour-
aged private compa-
nies to implement 
w o r k - f r o m - h o m e 
(WFH) arrangements 
amid a rise in coro-
navirus disease 2019 
(Covid-19) cases.
  Labor Secretary Bi-
envenido Laguesma 
said working from 
home not only reduces 
the risk of spreading 
the virus in workplac-
es but also spares the 
workers’ families from 

Labor Secretary Bienvenido Laguesma (File photo)

contracting the disease 
as well.
  He said this is possi-
ble under the Telecom-
muting Act.
  “May gawaing work 
from home, merong 
hindi. Hindi pwede 
work from home 
halimbawa ay (There 
are jobs where work 
from home is appli-
cable, there are others 
where this is not appli-
cable. An example of 
which is) embalmers. 
Pero iba pa din face 
to face, sana magtu-
loy tuloy (Of course, 

it would be better if 
face to face work con-
tinues) we just have to 
balance,” he said in a 
press briefing.
  Laguesma, however, 
said they are not keen 

on restoring antigen 
testing in worksites.
  “Hindi tayo pwede 
magdikta. Pero sa 
ating sariling pakiram-
dam, kung may sin-
tomas, magpatest ng 

voluntary (We cannot 
impose. But if one feels 
symptoms, it would 
be better to undergo 
voluntary testing),” he 
added.
  Meanwhile, Labor 
Undersecretary Benjo 
Benavidez noted that 
they have earlier is-
sued a labor advisory 
regarding work-from-
home arrangements.
  “Inissue namin yun 
para magbigay ng 
guidance sa mga em-
ployers at workers in 
case mag implement 
ng flexi work arrange-

ment. Para alam ng 
empleyado at employ-
ers ang rights and ob-
ligations. Matagal na 
yan, management pre-
rogative yun. (We have 
issued an advisory to 
provide guidance to 
employers and work-
ers in case of the imple-
mentation of a flexible 
working arrangement. 
This is for employees 
and employers to be 
aware of their rights 
and obligations. It has 
long been issued and 
it is based on manage-

  MANILA – The 
measure that includes 
kindergarten and el-
ementary school stu-
dents in the coverage 
of government assis-
tance and subsidies to 
private schools would 
help decongest public 
schools, a House lead-
er said on Tuesday.
  During the Bagong 
Pilipinas Ngayon 
briefing over PTV4, 

House Committee on 
Basic Education and 
Culture chair Rep. Ro-
man Romulo of Pasig 
City’s Lone District, 
said the proposal that 
would expand the ap-
plication of the Gov-
ernment Assistance to 
Students and Teachers 
in Private Education 
(GASTPE) will also 
complement the De-
partment of Educa-

tion’s (DepEd) Public 
and Private Educa-
tion Complementarity 
Framework in its goal 
of decongesting public 
schools.
  “Sa kasalukuyan po 
kasi, ang ating mga 
DepEd schools ay 
punong-puno na po ng 
estudyante, pero ang 
voucher system natin 
ay para sa Grades 7 to 

  MANILA – President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr. will soon issue an 
executive order to en-
sure the government’s 
immediate interven-
tions to mitigate the 
effects of the El Niño 
phenomenon, Defense 
Secretary Gilberto Te-

on El Niño
interventions

odoro Jr. said Tuesday.
  The plan to issue an 
EO was raised during 
the 15th Cabinet con-
vened by Marcos at 
Malacañang Palace in 
Manila on Tuesday, 
Teodoro said in a Pal-
ace briefing.
  “Maglalabas po ang 

ating Pangulo ng exec-
utive order para mapa-
ghandaan ng maaga at 
masolusyonan ng ma-
bilisan, [magkaroon] 
ng maaring interven-
tions na mabilisan at 
patuloy po na mon-
itoring at pag-aagap 
sa maaaring maging 

epekto ng El Niño 
(Our President will is-
sue an executive order 
to prepare early and 
resolve quickly, have 
possible interventions 
that are quick and con-
tinue to monitor and 
anticipate the possible 
effects of El Niño),” Te-

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. (File photo)
odoro said.
  “Nagpi-prepare po 
kami ng (We are pre-
paring an) extended El 
Niño scenario just for 
service continuity and 
due care. This EO will 

come out as soon as 
possible,” he added.
  Teodoro said the re-
activation of El Niño 
Task Force was among 
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Kapag nanghihina 
ang loob mo sa panahon ng 

problema, mababawasan din 
ang lakas mo

Kawikaan 24:10

ment prerogative) But 
we need to limit the 
management prerog-
ative so that workers 
won’t be prejudiced sa 
benefits nila (on their 
benefits),” Benavidez 
added.
  Benavidez, howev-
er, said they have yet 
to receive reports of 
Covid-19 cases in 
workplaces.
  “Under Occupation-
al Safety and Health 
law, required sila (they 
are required) to report 
injuries, illnesses na 
nangyari (which hap-
pened) in a given peri-
od. We expect na may 
pagtaas na talaga (that 

there is an uptick) giv-
en the mobility at holi-
days. Pero in case may 
pagtaas (But in case of 
a surge in cases), ready 
naman employers at 
workers. Alam na nila 
ano ang gagawin (our 
employers and work-
ers are ready. They 
know what to do),” he 
said.
  On Monday, the De-
partment of Health re-
ported that the coun-
try recorded 2,725 new 
Covid-19 cases from 
Dec. 12 to Dec. 18 -- 
50 percent higher than 
the 1,821 new cases 
logged in the previous 
week. (PNA)

10 at dahil sa K to 12 
program nagkaroon 
din po voucher system 
sa 11 and 12 (Current-
ly, our DepEd schools 
are completely packed 
with students. Howev-
er, our voucher system 
is only for Grades 7 to 
10 and since we have 
the K to 12 program, 
we also have a voucher 
system for [Grades] 11 
to 12,” he said.
  Romulo, however, 
pointed out that the 
bulk of the entire stu-
dent population in the 
Philippines is in ele-
mentary schools.
  The complementar-
ity approach between 
public and private 
schools would help 
address overcrowding 
in public schools and 
classroom backlog, he 
added.
  “So, hopefully po, 
with the passage po of 
this E-GASTPE law, 
expanded E-GASTPE 
law ay magkakaroon 
talaga ng compli-
mentary partnership 
po talaga ang public 
and private schools 
natin (there would 
be a complimentary 
partnership between 
our public and private 
schools),” he said.
  Under the proposed 
measure, the gov-
ernment will provide 
vouchers to recognized 
private basic education 
schools for kindergar-
ten, elementary, and 
secondary students.
  “At pag napasa po 
itong bill na ito ay 
puwede po nating 
mahingan ng tulong, 
magkaroon ng tunay 
na partnership. Para 
iyong mga hindi na 
talaga kakasya po sa 
DepEd schools na-
tin ay makapag-en-
roll rin dito sa ating 
mga private schools 
(If this bill is enact-
ed into law, we could 
ask [private schools] 
for help and establish 
a real partnership. So 
that those who can’t be 

accommodated by our 
DepEd schools can 
be enrolled in private 
schools),” he said.
  The voucher assis-
tance for students 
would be based on 
tuition and other fees 
charged by the schools, 
and the socio-eco-
nomic needs of each 
student, according to 
the proposal approved 
by the House Commit-
tee on Basic Education 
and Culture.
  Most vulnerable and 
underprivileged stu-
dents, or those belong-
ing to the bottom first 
to fifth income deciles, 
as determined by the 
Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA), shall 
be prioritized for the 
program. The priori-
ty students would re-
ceive a higher voucher 
amount.
  The participating pri-
vate basic education 
schools, meanwhile, 
shall receive assistance 
based on the percent-
age of priority students 
in the school, the over-
all performance of the 
schools based on the 
rankings of its students 
in national and inter-
national assessments, 
and the geographic 
spread and size of stu-
dent enrollment.
  Meanwhile, the Pub-
lic and Private Educa-
tion Complementarity 
Framework shall serve 
as the foundation to 
guide and support 
DepEd towards ad-
dressing the gaps in 
the public and private 
sectors of education.
  Last week, Vice Pres-
ident and Education 
Secretary Sara Z. 
Duterte, in her mes-
sage read by DepEd 
Assistant Secretary 
Revsee Escobedo, cit-
ed the launch of the 
framework as “another 
step forward” in trans-
forming basic educa-
tion in the Philippines.
  “By working togeth-
er, we can decongest 

public schools and ex-
pand access to quality 
education for students 
from low income fam-
ilies,” Duterte said.
  “Clearly, our public 
schools cannot address 
the education crisis 
alone. Private schools 
have a pivotal role in 

addressing the chal-
lenges we face today. 
Our private schools’ 
expertise, innovation, 
and commitment to 
provide quality educa-
tion for our students 
have helped shape Fil-
ipino society,” she add-
ed. (PNA)

the mitigation mea-
sures to address the 
impact of the weather 
phenomenon on the 
country.
  He said the task force 
would also be reorga-
nized.
  Science and Technol-
ogy Secretary Renato 
Solidum Jr., who will 
co-chair the task force, 
said the effects of a 
“strong” El Niño will 
be felt until the first 
or second quarter of 
2024.
  “The peak of El Niño 
in terms of drought 
will be April of 2024, 
which is slightly differ-
ent from the forecast 
last week or two weeks 
ago that it will be May,” 
Solidum, who joined 
the press briefing, said, 
adding that there will 
be a possible “normal 
to slightly below nor-
mal” rainfall by May 
or June 2024.
  Solidum said drought 
may persist in 63 prov-
inces, while dry spell 
may be felt in 12 prov-
inces by April next 
year.
  Marcos earlier em-
phasized the need 
to ensure steady wa-
ter and power supply 
during the El Niño 
phenomenon.
  Environment Secre-
tary Maria Antonia 
Yulo-Loyzaga said 
Marcos has issued a 
directive to make sure 
that water-related in-
frastructure projects 
would be “multipur-
pose.”

  Yulo-Loyzaga said the 
government is work-
ing with the private 
sector for the imple-
mentation of water-re-
lated projects.
  “These three — avail-
ability, access, afford-
ability — ‘yun po ang 
pinakamahalaga (are 
most important) in 
terms of water securi-
ty,” she said.
  “Ang instruction ni 
Pangulo (The Presi-
dent’s instruction) is 
to have our infrastruc-
ture investments be 
multipurpose so that 
one investment in a 
kind of infrastructure 
can generate several 
values, whether they 
are for flood control 
in the end, whether for 
irrigation or eventual-
ly for water supply and 
distribution as well. 
So, ‘yung pagka-mul-
tipurpose ng mga in-
vestment na ito (mak-
ing these investments 
multipurpose) is also 
one way to extract the 
optimal value from 
a single investment 
dito sa infra (here in 
infrastructure),” Yu-
lo-Loyzaga added.
  Teodoro said around 
23 new committed 
power projects and 
three battery energy 
storage systems are 
“scheduled to come 
in the first quarter 
of 2024,” noting that 
there is also ongoing 
development of inven-
tory and coordination 
of critical facilities. 
(PNA)
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  The Provincial World 
AIDS Day Celebra-
tion for 2023 conclud-
ed with an inspiring 
two-day event held at 
the GMA Complex 
in General Mariano 
Alvarez, Cavite. With 
the overarching theme 
of “Let Communities 

Provincial World AIDS Day Celebration 2023: “Let Communities Lead”

Lead,” the celebration brought together diverse voices, highlighted the im-
portance of education and advocacy, and fostered camaraderie among par-
ticipants.
  The event commenced with a spirited kick-off parade, setting the tone for 
a series of impactful activities. Dr. Armand Dotollo of the Office of the Pro-
vincial Health Officer (OPHO), in his welcome remarks, emphasized the 
pivotal message of educating, eradicating, and advocating the fight against 
HIV/AIDS.
  Ms. Jacinta Remulla, Founder of Reyna ng Turismo in Cavite, delivered 
an inspiring message, urging the LGBTQ community to support her cam-
paign in promoting HIV awareness. G.M.A. Sangguniang Bayan member 
Estelita Manalang, Chairperson of the Committee on Health, shared a 
powerful message aimed at spreading awareness about HIV. Vice Mayor 
Percival Cabuhat delivered a rallying call, stating, “No one will care about 
us except ourselves.”
  Seventeen local government units (LGUs) from Cavite took part in the 
event, and all attendees received certificates of participation. The eagerly 
awaited Muse competition featured 17 contestants, with Ms. Tanza claim-
ing victory, demonstrating talent and grace.
  An orientation and briefing of players set the stage for the volleyball 
games tournament, featuring intense competition among participating 
LGUs.  The City of Dasmariñas claimed the championship, with the City 
of Bacoor securing first place, GMA, Cavite, earning the second place, and 
Silang in third place, receiving cash prizes of Php 15,000.00, Php10,000.00, 
Php7,000.00 and Php4,000.00, respectively.  In addition to the cash awards, 
the winners were presented with trophies and medals, encouraging contin-
ued dedication and excellence.
  The 2023 Provincial World AIDS Day Celebration not only highlighted 
athletic prowess but also underscored the crucial role of communities in 
advocating for HIV awareness and support.  Cavite OPHO with the assis-
tance of the GMA Municipal Health Office also provided free HIV testing 
to all the participants.
  Ending on a positive tone, the celebration showcased the community’s 
dedication to combating HIV/AIDS collectively. Beyond raising awareness, 
the event honored the unity and teamwork crucial for building a healthier 
and better-informed society.---OPIO

   On December 07, 2023, the Provincial Government of Cavite (PGC) held 
the Recognition of PGC Praise Awardees 2023 at the Bayleaf Hotel in the 
City of General Trias, Cavite. The ceremony celebrated the dedicated ser-
vice and outstanding contributions of government employees, highlighting 
their commitment to public service.
  The event, hosted by Atty. Khervy B. Reyes and the Ms. Denesse S. Cajulis, 
featured an array of distinguished guests, including Mr. Rodel Vincent T. 
Bae, the OIC-Provincial Administrator for Internal Affairs. Mr. Bae set the 
tone for the evening by extending a warm welcome to the attendees, recog-
nizing the significance of their collective efforts.
  Dir. Maria Theresa R. Poblador, Director II of the Civil Service Com-
mission (CSC) Cavite Field Office, delivered an inspirational message, em-
phasizing the importance of public service and the impact it has on the 
community. Her words resonated with the audience, setting the stage for 
the subsequent recognition of exemplary employees.
  The PRAISE Committee took center stage to award plaques and cash 
incentives to 36 service awardees aged between 60 and 64 years old, as 
well as 35 service awardees aged 65 and above. The ceremony not only ac-
knowledged the length of their service but also celebrated the quality and 
dedication these individuals brought to their roles within the Provincial 
Government of Cavite.
  A poignant moment occurred with the presentation of a Posthumous 
Awardees Video, honoring the memory of 18 employees who had passed 
away. This solemn tribute showcased their contributions and the lasting 
impact they made during their tenure. Following this, plaques were award-
ed to the families of the posthumous awardees, ensuring their legacy lives 
on.
  Board Member Maurito C. Sison graced the event, acknowledging the 
guests and participants, further elevating the significance of the ceremo-
ny. Mr. Alvin S. Mojica, Provincial Administrator for Community Affairs, 
delivered the closing remarks. He underlined the significance of the rec-
ognition, stating that it goes beyond compliance with the Civil Service 
Commission’s standards. PA Mojica stressed that the event is a heartfelt 
acknowledgment of the hard work and unwavering dedication of the em-
ployees of the Provincial Government of Cavite.
  In essence, the Recognition of PGC Praise Awardees 2023 was a testa-
ment to the commitment and excellence displayed by the employees of the 
Provincial Government of Cavite. The ceremony not only celebrated their 
years of service but also paid homage to those who had left an indelible 
mark on the organization. The event concluded with a sense of pride and 
unity, as the awardees and their colleagues reaffirmed their dedication to 
serving the people of Cavite with passion and distinction.--- OPIO 

Ugnayan sa Barangay continues in Cavite province.
Around of Cavite provincial government’s Ugnayan sa Barangay was held 
in Barangay Acacia 1 in Silang, Brgy. Julugan I in Tanza, and in the mu-

nicipality of General Mariano Alvarez, led by Governor Jonvic Remulla. 
The event, held on November 28, 30 and December 1, 2023, featured the 
distribution of rice and financial assistance to fortunate residents.
   The cooperative effort between the provincial government and local offi-
cials aimed to strengthen community bonds, providing a platform for res-
idents to engage and voice their opinions on local matters. Esteemed offi-
cials expressed gratitude to Governor Jonvic Remulla for his commitment 
to community development.
  The event went beyond a mere gathering, fostering accessibility between 
residents and officials and emphasizing the significance of community 
engagement in local development. As the event concluded, the echoes of 
laughter and meaningful conversations left a lasting impression, highlight-
ing the value of community-building efforts and paving the way for future 
initiatives that promote unity and collaboration. ---OPIO
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  MANILA – More 
than 40,000 jobs are 
expected to be generat-
ed from the PHP771.6 
billion worth of total 
investment commit-
ments from Japan’s 
business community, 
President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr. said 
Monday.
  Marcos issued the 
statement, as he wel-
comed the signing 
of nine new business 
agreements between 
the Philippines and Ja-
pan during his recent 
Tokyo trip.
  “We received an ad-
ditional PHP14.5 bil-
lion worth of pledges, 
bringing our total in-
vestments from Japan 
this year to PHP771.6 
billion, which is ex-
pected to generate 
approximately 40,200 
jobs,” he said in a Face-
book post.
  During Marcos’ visit 
to Japan in February 
this year, the Phil-
ippines has secured 
about PHP708.2 bil-
lion in investment 
pledges that are seen 
to open some 24,000 
job opportunities for 
Filipinos.
  Marcos said as of 
December this year, 
around PHP169.7 bil-
lion of the investment 
commitments “has 
already been spent,” 
creating around 9,700 
jobs in the Philippines.
  He noted that the 
new investment com-
mitments would create 
around 15,750 addi-
tional jobs for Filipino 
workers in the tech-
nology, manufacturing 
and services sectors.
  The new business 
deals secured during 
Marcos’ recent visit to 
Japan include the col-
laboration between the 
Bases Conversion and 
Development Author-
ity (BCDA) and Japan 
Overseas Infrastruc-
ture Investment Corp. 
for Transport and Ur-
ban Development on 
studies relevant to the 
New Clark City’s de-
velopment.

Marcos: P771.6-B investment pledges 
from Japan to create over 40K jobs

  The BCDA is also 
partnering with Ma-
nila Japanese School 
for the school’s re-
newal of its lease in 
four-hectare site at the 
Bonifacio Global City 
for another 25 years.
  Ibiden Co. Ltd and Ja-
pan Aviation Electron-
ics Ltd. also pledged 
to invest in electronics 
manufacturing to im-
prove efficiency and 
increase production 
by modernizing their 
facilities in the Philip-
pines.
  Medley Inc., Mine-
bea Mitsumi Mitsumi 
Inc., Nitori Holdings 
Co. Ltd., and Tsunei-
shi Shipbuilding Co. 
Ltd. also made a com-
mitment to invest in 
business process out-
sourcing operation, 
expansion of furniture 
and home furnishing 
chain and production 
improvement and re-
placement of aging 
Philippine facilities.
  DMCI Project De-
velopers and Japan’s 
Marubeni Corp. also 
formed a joined ven-
ture for property de-
velopment projects.
‘Champion for job 
creation’
  House Speaker Ferdi-
nand Martin Romual-
dez said the PHP771 
billion in total invest-
ment pledges generat-
ed by President Mar-
cos from Japan since 
last February show the 
foreign investors’ con-
fidence in the Philip-
pines.
  “President Marcos 
has proven himself 
a champion for eco-
nomic growth and 
job creation. These 

investment pledges 
secured in Japan are 
a testament to the in-
ternational commu-
nity’s confidence in 
the Philippines’ future 
under his leadership,” 
Romualdez said in a 
statement on Tuesday.
  He said over 40,000 
jobs expected to be 
created would also 
boost the govern-
ment’s campaign to re-
duce poverty.
  “The promised over 
40,000 jobs are not just 
numbers, they repre-
sent families lifted out 
of poverty, brighter 
futures for our youth, 
and a stronger mid-
dle class. President 
Marcos’ dedication to 
attracting foreign in-
vestments translates 
directly into improved 
livelihood for our 
countrymen,” he add-
ed.
  Romualdez renewed 
the full support of the 
House of Represen-
tatives in the Marcos 
administration’s effort 
to create a more inves-
tor-friendly ecosystem 
in the Philippines not 
only for Japanese but 
also for other foreign 
businesses, through 
necessary legislation to 
address their concerns.
  In his address during 
the signing of new 
agreements and up-
dates on investment 
pledges in Tokyo, 
President Marcos said 
his administration 
continues to listen to 
issues, concerns and 
suggestions of inves-
tors on “what needs 
to be done to continue 
supporting and ensur-
ing their success in the 

Philippines.”
  “That is why the 
Speaker of the House 
of the Representatives 
of the Philippines is 
here, accompanying 
us, on what is essen-
tially is a business del-
egation but because of 
the laws in the Philip-
pines dictate that all 
revenue measures that 
are undertaken or new 
laws that are revenue 
measures must origi-

nate from the House 
of Representatives,” 
Marcos told Japanese 
business leaders.
  Romualdez said the 
inputs and suggestions 
they personally hear 
from potential inves-
tors during these trips 
would be invaluable in 
crafting laws meant to 
answer the issues they 
have raised to ensure 
that these investment 
pledges would come 

  MANILA – The sudden 
uptick in cases of respi-
ratory illnesses or re-
spiratory influenza-like 
illness (ILI) was due to 
the stronger monitor-
ing and surveillance of 
the government in the 
health sector after the 
coronavirus disease 2019 
(Covid-19) pandemic, 
according to the Depart-
ment of Health (DOH).
  DOH Assistant Secre-
tary for Public Health 
Services Mylene Beltran, 
during a public inquiry 
by the Senate Committee 
on Health and Demogra-
phy, said on Monday this 
surge of cases is similar 
to the trends that the De-
partment has recorded in 
similar previous periods, 
globally.
  “Any ILI case is now be-
ing monitored compared 
to then na Covid-19 lang 
po ang ating minomoni-
tor (that only Covid-19 
cases were being moni-
tored),” Beltran told the 
panel noting that so far 
no local government unit 
has declared an outbreak.
  Further, Beltran cited 
the lifting of health re-
strictions and the pop-
ulation crowding and 
being more mobile as 
reasons.
  “We have already set in 
place mechanisms and 
systems to be able to be 
more prepared and we’ve 
learned lessons from the 
Covid-19 experience,” 
she assured.
  Although it is current-
ly voluntary, Beltran said 
DOH encourages every-
one to wear face masks.
  ILI, she said, covers 
those suffering from fe-

to fruition and create 
jobs for thousands of 
Filipinos.
  Earlier, he said the 
House would push for 
amendments to the 
restrictive economic 
provisions of the 1987 
Constitution to fur-
ther open the coun-
try’s doors to foreign 
investments. (with a 
report from Zaldy De 
Layola/PNA)

ver or experiencing re-
spiratory signs or symp-
toms like sore throat or 
cough.
  DOH Epidemiology 
Bureau Chief Dr. Ale-
thea de Guzman said 
influenza, Covid-19, or 
even the walking pneu-
monia almost have the 
same symptoms.
  “Ang pamamaraan para 
malaman kung alin po 
dun sa mga yun ay ka-
pag nakuhanan po tayo 
ng sample. Yun pong 
throat swab or [oropha-
ryngeal swabs] OPS and 
[nasopharyngeal swabs] 
NPS na tinatawag natin 
(The way to determine is 
to give a sample. Throat 
swab or we call the [oro-
pharyngeal swabs] OPS 
and [nasopharyngeal 
swabs] NPS),” de Guz-
man said.
  She urged young ones, 
elders, and those who 
have comorbidities ex-
periencing ILI symp-
toms to be tested in hos-
pitals or at the Research 
Institute for Tropical 
Medicine.
  Dr. Razel Nikka Hao, 
chief of DOH’s Disease 
Prevention and Control 
Bureau, emphasized the 
importance of observing 
minimum public health 
standards like cough and 
other respiratory eti-
quette.
  Hao also noted that 
aside from flu and pneu-
monia, the DOH has 
been providing influenza 
and pneumococcal vac-
cines, especially for indi-
gent elderlies.
  “This year, we were able 
to distribute these across 

the regions by August 
and every year yan na 
binibili at ipinamimigay 
ng (it is being procured 
and being distributed 
by the) Department of 
Health. So, rest assured 
next year, we are actu-
ally expanding that it’s 
not just anymore the in-
digent but other adults 
with comorbidities will 
be able to use the pneu-
mococcal and influenza 
vaccines,” she said.
  The panel being chaired 
by Senator Christopher 
Lawrence “Bong” Go 
conducted an inquiry 
into the matter in re-
sponse to the resolution 
filed by Senate Majority 
Leader Joel Villanueva to 
look into the prepared-
ness of the government 
on the reported global 
rise of respiratory ill-
nesses.
  “Covid-19 pandemic 
highlighted the need for 
us to always prioritize 
the resilience of our com-
munities and our health 
systems on which they 
depend. We learned a lot 
from the pandemic and 
we pushed to strengthen 
our healthcare systems 
so that we could always 
be prepared for whatev-
er health emergency may 
come,” Go said.
  According to Go, the 
Chinese National Health 
Commission reported an 
increase in the incidence 
of respiratory diseases 
last month.
  He said Europe and 
North America likewise 
reported an increase in 
respiratory incidence. 
(PNA)

DOH attributes spike in respiratory 
illnesses to better monitoring
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

DASMARIÑAS CITY, CAVITE

   File No. FC-DC-1197-23
           EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
           OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
           UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED
             BY ACT 4118

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(Otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund),
  Petitioner/Mortgagee,
 -versus-
ARTEMIO A. GACITA, married to
CARMENCITA D. GACITA, 
  Respondent/Mortgagor,
x---------------------------------------------------x

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
   Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended 
by Act 4118 filed by the petitioner/mortgagee, HOME DEVELOP-
MENT MUTUAL FUND (Otherwise known as Pag-IBIG Fund), 
a government financial institution duly organized and existing un-
der and by virtue  of Republic Act No. 9679, with postal address at 
The Petron Mega Plaza Building, No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, 
Makati City, agianst respondent/mortgagor, ARTEMIO A. GACITA, 
married to CARMENCITA D. GACITA with postal addressess at 56 
Commonwealth Ave., Holy Spirit, Quezon City and Lot 55 Blk. 5, 
City Homes-Resortville, Lancaan Dasmariñas City, Cavite and for 
the satisfaction of the mortgaged debt which as of October 9, 2023 
amounts to TWO HUNDRED TWO THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED 
NINETY TWO PESOS & 07/100 (Php 202,192.07), exclusive of all 
legal  fees and expenses incidental to this foreclosure and sale, the 
undersigned Sheriff will sell at public auction on January 18, 2024  at 
10:00  o’clock in the morning or soon thereafter in the Court Room 
of Branch 90, Regional Trial Court, Ground Floor, Dasmariñas Com-
munity Affairs (DASCA) Building, Congressional Road, Burol II, 
Dasmariñas City, Province of Cavite to the highest bidder and for 
CASH or CERTIFIED CHECK, in Philippine Currency, the follow-
ing described real property together with all the buildings and other 
improvements existing thereon, to wit:

Transfer Certificate of Title 
No. T-536633

   IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that certain land situated in the Mun. 
of Dasmariñas, Prov. of Cavite bounded and described as follows:
   A parcel of land (Lot 55, Blk. 5 of the subd. plan. Psd-04-2106-
064738, being a  portion of  Lot  3835-B, Psd -77337, L.R.C.  Rec.
 No.      ), situated in the Bo. of Lancaan, Mun. of Dasmariñas, Prov. 
of Cavite, Is. of Luzon. Bounded on the NE., along line 1-2 by Lot 
56; on the SE., along line  2-3 by Lot 57, both of Blk. 5;  on the SW., 
along line 3-4 by Alley 2, (4.50 m. wide); on the NW., along line 4-1 
by Lot 53, Blk. 5, all of the subd. plan. Beginning at a pt. Marked “1” 
on plan, being S. 62 deg.08’E., 157.50 m. Mon.  No. 143, Imus Estate 
thence S. 36 deg. 46’E., 4.00 m. to pt. 2; thence S. 53 deg. 14’H., 
9.50 m. to pt. 3; thence N. 36 deg deg. 46’W., 4.00 m. to pt. 4; thence 
N. 53 deg. 14’E., 9.50 D. to the pt. of beginning, containing  an area 
of THIRTY EIGHT (38) SQUARE METERS. All pts. referred to are 
indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by PS. Cyl. cons. 
mons. 15x60 cm.; bearing true; date of orig. survey July 7, 1905-June 
1, 1905 and that of the subd. survey, March 15-July 15, 1993 and was 
approved on Agust 13, 1993.
   is registered in accordance with the provisions of the Property Reg-
istration Decree in the name of ARTEMIO A. GACITA, married 
to CARMENCITA D. GACITA, both of legal ages.
   Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoioned to investi-
gate for themselves the title of the said real property and the encum-
brance thereon, if there be any.
   all sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above-stated time and date.
   In the event the publication auction should not take place on the 
said tate and time, it shall be held on February 01, 2024 at the same 
time and place without further notice.
   06 December 2023, Dasmariñas City, Province of Cavite

   
   RODRIGO C. ESTOGERO, JR.
    Sheriff IV

   ATTY. MARCELA L. BAYBAY
             Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officio Sheriff

Published at: Cavite News Publishing
Dates: December 14, 21, & 28, 2023
Raffle Date of Judicial Notices 01 December 2023

Copy Furnished:
HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 
(Otherwise knownas Pag-IBIG Fund),
The Petron Mega Plaza Building No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat,
Avenue, Makati City

ATTY. MELANIO A. BADENAS JR.
GCCS & Associates Corp.
Rm. 209 Megastate Bldg., No. 737 G. Araneta Ave.,
Tatalon, Quezon City

ARTEMIO A GACITA, married to CARMENCITA D. GACITA
56 Commonwealth Ave., Holy Spirit Quezon City and
Lot 55 Blk. 5, City Homes-Resortville, Lancaan, 
Dasmariñas City, Cavite

Notice posted at:
1. The Bulletin Board of Regional Trial Court, 
     Dasmariñas City, Cavite
2. The Bulletin Board of Dasmariñas City Hall
3. The Bulletin Board of Dasmariñas City  Post Office
4. The Bulletin Board of Dasmariñas City Public Market

  MANILA – President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr. on Wednesday as-
sured overseas Filipi-
no workers (OFWs) 
that more projects are 
in the pipeline to help 
them and their fami-
lies.
  During the OFW 
Family Day celebra-
tion at the SMX Con-
vention Center in Pa-
say City, Marcos said 
his administration is 
committed to improv-
ing the lives of OFWs 
and providing support 
to their loved ones.
  “Marami pang 
proyekto ang nakapila 
at kahit ang mga kasa-
lukuyang programa ay 
papagandahin pa na-
tin. Umaasa po akong 
susulitin ninyo at gag-
amitin ng wasto ang 
mga benepisyong ito 
(Many more projects 
are lined up and even 
the existing programs 
will be improvedd by 
us. I hope you will 
make the most of these 
benefits and use them 
properly),” Marcos 
said.
  “Nandiyan po ang la-
hat ng assistance para 
mabigyan naman natin 
ang ating mga OFW 
ng isang magandang 
pagkakataon upang 
sila ay makapagsimu-
la muli pagkatapos ng 
pandemya. Marami 
rin kaming binibig-
yang suporta sa inyong 
mga kaanak (All the 

PBBM guarantees lineup of prospective projects for OFWs
assistance is there so 
that we can give our 
OFWs a good chance 
so that they can start 
over after the pandem-
ic. We also provide a 
lot of support to your 
relatives),” he added.
  Marcos is grateful to 
the OFWs for their 
significant contribu-
tions in improving the 
Philippine economy 
through their remit-
tances.
  Acknowledging the 
OFWS’ sacrifice and 
hard work, Marcos 
vowed that the govern-
ment would continue 
promoting their wel-
fare and rights.
  He hoped that in the 
future, Filipinos would 
no longer need to work 
overseas because of 
poverty.
  He noted that the 
government offers ser-
vices and programs for 
the reintegration of 
OFWs who wish to re-
turn home and stay in 
the country.
  He mentioned sever-
al programs for their 
reintegration, which 
include the Liveli-
hood Development 
Assistance Program, 
the Balik Pinay Balik 
Hanapbuhay, the Fi-
nancial Awareness 
Seminar-Small Busi-
ness Management 
Training, the Enter-
prise Development 
Loan Program, and the 
Financial Assistance 

OFW FAMILY DAY. President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos Jr. on Wednesday (Dec. 20, 2023) shakes 
hands with overseas Filipino workers at the 
OFW Family Day 2023 at the SMX Convention 
Center in Pasay City. In his speech, Marcos ac-
knowledged the sacrifices and contributions of 
OFWs. (PNA photo by Alfred Frias)

for the Development 
of the OFWs Associa-
tion.
  “Layunin natin na ang 
pangingibang-bansa 
ay hindi lamang dala 
ng pangangailangan 
upang maiahon ang 
pamilya sa kahirapan 
(It is our goal that 
moving overseas is 
not only driven by the 
need to lift the family 
out of poverty),” Mar-
cos said.
  Marcos expressed 
confidence that with 
the continued cooper-
ation of the OFWs, his 
administration would 
be able to promote a 
“New Philippines”.
  “Sa ‘Bagong Pilipi-
nas,’ nais natin itong 
maging isang alternat-
ibo na lamang dahil 
mas marami ang pag-
kakataon sa loob ng 
bansa (In a ‘New Phil-
ippines,’ we want it to 
be just an alternative 

because there are more 
opportunities within 
the country),” Marcos 
said.
  “Kaya hiling ko na 
magka-isa tayo [sa] 
pangangarap at pag-
papanday ng isang 
bansang matatag, 
maunlad, at puno ng 
oportunidad para sa 
bawat Pilipino (So, I 
ask that we stand unit-
ed in dreaming and 
forging a country that 
is strong, prosperous, 
and full of opportu-
nities for every Filipi-
no),” he added.
  Carrying a theme, 
“Nagkakaisang Pami-
lyang OFWs Patungo 
sa Bagong Pilipinas”, 
the OFW Family Day 
aims to celebrate the 
families and loved 
ones of OFWs who 
serve as their pillar of 
strength as they pur-
sue their dreams of a 
better life. (PNA)

Sa nakikita ko, kapag ang isa 
ay nagtanim ng nakasasakit 
At naghasik ng problema, 
iyon din ang aanihin niya.
      Job 4:8
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PASTEL BABY HAS ARRIVED AT SM CITY BACOOR!

SM CITY BACOOR, CAVITE – New store Alert! Pastel Baby is NOW 
OPEN! Get stationery finds and stuffed toy companions for you and your 
bestie. Visit them here at SM City Bacoor, Level 3!

GERRY’S ICE BAR, NOW CHILLIN’ AT SM CITY BACOOR

SM CITY BACOOR, CAVITE - The frozen adventure begins! Grab a cup 
of Icebar for a burst of coolness and refreshing breeze. Visit them here at 
SM City Bacoor, Foodcourt, Level 4. See you!

THE DOUBLE TREAT IS EXTENDED AT NACHOS KING – SM CITY MOLINO!

SM CITY MOLINO, CAVITE - Make your family or barkada holidates 
special with our Double Treat promo! For only 99, you can get (1) Biggie 
Cheesy and (1) Soft Tortilla Wrap. Catch these at SM City Molino, See you 
there!

SM CENTER IMUS, 
CAVITE - Welcome 
candy lovers. Come 
experience the magic 
of sweets visit D’ Can-
dy Station at SM Cen-
ter Imus! You’ll sure-
ly leave with a smile 
and a whole bunch of 
treats. Choose your 
favorites and spread 
sweetness this season 
with D’Candy Station.

MAKE CHRISTMAS SWEETER WITH D’CANDY STATION AT SM CENTER IMUS!

The one who is 
crooked at heart will 
not find success, And 
the one who speaks 
deceitfully will fall 

into ruin.
Proverbs 17:20


